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14 O authenticate the following 

Memoirs of Biſhop Berkeley, 
it is thought proper to inform the 
Reader, that the particulars were 
for the moſt part communicated 
by the Rev. Robert Berkeley, D. D. 
rector of Middleton in the dioceſe 
of Cloyne, brother to the Biſhop, 
and yet living; and the whole 


was drawn up by the Rev. Joſeph 
Stock; D. D. late F. T. C. D). 


The Editor takes this oppor- 
tunity of returning his ſincere 
thanks to the Rev. Dr. Stock, rec- 
tor of Conwell, Raphoe, for his 
trouble in compiling and reviſing 
this Edition; and to the Rev. 
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iv ADVERTISEMENT. 
Mervyn Archdall, rector of At- 
tannah, Oſſory, and the Rey. Heu- 


ry Gervais, LL: D. archdeacon of 


Caſhel, for their obliging com- 
munication of the letters to Tho- 


mas Prior, Eſq. and Dean Ger vais, 
which have added ſo much to the 


ralue of chiv Edttiende, 47 + 
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YR. Grone BrrktLEY, the learns | 
ed and ingenious biſhop of Cloyne 


in Ireland, was a native of that kindom, 


and the ſon of WiLLiam BERKELEY,/of 


Thomaſtown, in the county of Kilkenny, 
whoſe father went over to Ireland, after 


ed greatly for their loyalty to Charles It), 


and there obtained the. F of 


RE 
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Our Author was ork March : 1. 1684, 
at Kilcrin, near Thomas- town; received 


135 
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the Reſtoration (the family having ſuffer- 


the firſt part of his education at Kilkenny : 
ſchool, 'under/Dri Hinton; and was ad- 
mitted a penſioner* of Trinity College, 
4 Dutt at the age (of, fifteen, under the 
dee 
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tuition of Dr. Hall. He was admitted 
fellow of that college June 9, 1707; hav- 
ing previouſly ſuſtained with honour the 

eſy trying examination, which the can- 
didates for that preferment are by the ſta- 
tutes required to undergo. 

The firſt proof he gave of his literary 
abilities, was Arithmetica abſque Algebra 
aut Euchde demonſtrata; which, from the 
preface, he appears to have written before 
he was twenty years old, though he did not 
publiſh'it till 1707. It is dedicated to 
Mr. Palliſer, fon to the Archbiſhop of Ca- 
ſhel ; and is followed by a Mathematical 
Miſcellany, containing ſome very inge- 
nious obſervations and theorems, inſcribed 
to his pupil, Mr. Samuel Molyneaux, a 
gentleman of whom we ſhall have occaſion 
to make further mention preſently, and 
whoſe father was the celebrated friend 
and correſpondent of Mr. Lock. 

His Theory of Vifion was publiſhed in 
1709, and the Principles of Human Knows- 
ledge appeared the year after, The airy 
viſions of romances, to the reading of 
which he was much addicted; diſguſt at 
90 * books of nnen, then received in 
the 


. 


 Bisno?e BERKELEY. 3 
the univerſity ; and that inquiſitive atten- 
tion to the operations of the mind, which 
about this time was excited by the writ- 
ings of Mr. Locke and Father Male- 
branche; probably gave birth to his diſ- 
belief of the exiſtence of matter (1). 


8 | In 


(i) Wheii the Principles of Human Knowledge 
were firſt publiſhed, the ingenious Author ſent copies 
df the work to Dr. Clarke and Mr. Whifton. What 
effect it produced upon the latter, the reader may 
poſſibly be entertained with learning from his own 
words: Memoirs of Dr: Clarke, page 79— 81. 
And perhaps it will not be here improper, by 
© way of caution, to take notice of the pernicious 
© conſequence ſuch metaphyſical ſubtilties have ſome= 
© times had, even againſt common ſenſe and com- 


© moh experience; as in the caſes of thoſe three fa= 


> mous men; Monſ. Leibnitz, Mr. Locke, and Mr. 
Berkeley. [ The firſt, in his Pre- eſtabliſned Har- 
© mony: the ſecond, in the diſpute with Limborch 
about human Liberty. And as to the third-named, 
© Mr. Berkeley, he publiſhed, A. D. 1716, at Dub- 
© lin, this metaphyſick notion, that matter was not & 
© real thing; hay, that the common opinion of its 
© reality was groundleſs, if not ridiculous,” He was 
© pleaſed to ſend Dr. Clarke and myſelf, each of us, 

* a book. After we bad both peruſed'it, I went to Dr, 
Clarke; and diſcburſed with him about it to this 
© effect; that I, being not a metaphyſician, was not 
Able 10 * Mr. Berkeley $ ſubtile premiſes, 
We Bz | * J though - 


. 1 
| Gar 
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In 1712, the principles inculcated in 


Mr. Locke's Two T. ail ad Government, 


ſeem 
(| 


© though I did not at all believe his abſurd concluſions 


© I therefore deſired that he, who was deep in ſuch 
© ſubtilties, but did not appear to believe Mr. 


'©£ Berkeley's concluſions, would anſwer him: which 


© taſk he declined, I ſpeak not theſe things with in- 
* tention to repreach either Mr. Locke or Dean 


Berkeley. I own the latter's great abilities in other 


© parts of learning; and to his noble deſign of ſet- 


« tling a College in or near the, Weſt Indies, for the 
4 inſtruQion of the natives in civil arts, and in the 


principles of Chriſtianity, I heartily wiſh all poſſible 
* ſucceſs. It is the pretended metaphyſick ſcience 
* itlelf, derived from the ſceptical diſputes of the 
© Greek philoſophers, not thoſe particular great men 


who have been unhappily impoſed on by it, that I 
© complain of. Accordingly, when the famous Mil- 


ton had a mind to repreſent the vain reaſonings of 
« wicked ſpirits in Hades, he deſcribed it by theis 


© endleſs train of metaphyſicks, thus: 


3. Others afert fat, on a hill retir 4, &c.“ 
Par. Loſt, II. 587561. 
1 ne k 


"Mi years after this, at Me. Addiſon? 8 nee, 
there was a meeting of Drs. Clarke and Berkeley to 
diſculs this ſpeculative: point; and great hopes were 
entertained from the conference. The parties, hows 
ever, ſeparated, without being able to come to any 
agreement. Dr. B. declared himſelf not well ſatif- 
10 * the conduct of his antagoniſt on the ocea- 

. a © fion, 
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feeni to have turned his attention ta the 


doctrine of paſſive obedience; in ſupport 
of which, he printed the ſubſtance of 
three Common- places, delivered by him 
that year in the college chapel; a work 
which afterwards had nearly done him 
ſome injury in his fortune. For, being 
preſented by Mr. Molyneaux above-men- 
tioned to their late majeſties, then Prince 
and Princeſs of Wales (whoſe ſecretary 
Mr. Molyneaux'had been at Hanover); he 
was by them recommended to lord Gal> 
way, for ſome preferment in the church 
of Ireland. But lord Galway, having 
heard of thoſe ſermons, repreſented him 
as a Jacobite; an impreſſion which Mr. 
Molyneaux, as ſoon as he was appriſed 
of it, took care to remove from the minds 
of their highneſſes, by producing the 

work in queſtion, and ſhewing that it 
contained nothing but principles of loy- 
1 to "he Hen . nenen 


_ who, pau ke 800 not 055 had not 
candour enough to on himſelf convinced. But 
the complaints of diſputants againſt each other, eſpe- 
5 cially on ſubjects of this abſtruſe nature, 1 be | 
| heard with ſuſpicion. ts ABCS 
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This was the firſt occaſion of our Author's 
being known to Queen Caroline. 
©," February, 1713, he croſſed the wa» 
ter, and publiſhed, in- London, a further 
defence of his celebrated ſyſtem of im- 
materialiſm, in Three Dialogues between 
Hylas and Philonous.  Acuteneſg of parts, 
and a beautiful imagination, were ſo con- 
ſpicuous in his writings, that his repu- 
tation was now eſtabliſhed; and his 
company was courted, eren where his 
opinions did not find admiſſion, Two 
gentlemen of oppoſite principles concur- 
red in infroducing him to the acquain- 
tance of the learned and the great; Sir 
Richard Steele, and Dr. Swift. He wrote 
ſeveral papers in the Guardian for the 
former; and, at his houſe, became ac- 
quainted with Mr. Pope, with whom he 
continued to live in ſtrict friendſhip dur- 
ing his life. Dean Swift, beſides lord 
Berkeley of Stratton (to whom our Au- 
thor dedicated his laſt publiſſied dialogues 
betwe ' Hylas and Pbilonous and other 
valuable acquaintance, recommended him 
to the celebrated earl of Peterborough, 
who, biz en embaitador to the 
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king of Sicily, and to the other Italian 
ſtates, took Mr. Berkeley with him, in 
quality of chaplain and ſecretary, in No- 
vember, 1713. 

At Leghorn, his lordſhip's well-known 
activity induced him to diſencumber him- 
ſelf of his chaplain, and the greateſt part 
of his retinue, whom he left in that town 
for upwards of three months, while he 
diſcharged the buſineſs of his embaſſy in 
Sicily; as our Author informs his friend 
Pope, in the conclufion of a complimen- 
tary letter addreſſed to that poet on the 
Rape of the Lock, dated Leghorn, May 
I, 1714. It may not be amiſs to record 
a little incident that befel Mr. Berkeley 
in this city, with the relation of which 
he uſed ſometimes to make himſelf merry 
among his friends. Baſil Kennett, the 
author of the Roman Antiquities, was 
then chaplain to the Engliſh factory at 
Leghorn, the only place in Italy where 
the Engliſh ſervice is tolerated by the 


government; which favour had lately been 


obtained from the Grand Duke, at the par- 
ticular inſtance of Queen Anne. This gen- 

dem requeſted Mr. Dee to preach 
ae > for 


8 LITE or 
for him one Sunday. The day following, 
as Berkeley was ſitting in his chamber, a 
proceſſion of prieſts, in ſurplices, and with 
all other formalities, entered the room, 
and, without taking the leaſt notice of 
the wondering inhabitant, marched quite 
round it, muttering certain prayers. His 
fears immediately ſuggeſted to him, that 
this could be no other than a viſit from 
the Inquiſition, who had heard of his of- 
ficiating before heretics, without licence, 
the day before. As ſoon as they were 
gone, he ventured, with much caution, to 
enquire into the cauſe of this extraor- 
dinary appearance; and was happy to be 
informed, that this was the ſcaſon ap- 
pointed by the Romiſh calendar for ſo- 
lemnly bleſſing the houſes of all good 
catholics from rats and other vermin: a 
piece of n N which een his 

terror into mirth. 

He returned to England, with lord 
Peterborough, in Auguſt, 1714 (2); and 
e his 
* In Auguſt, 1714.] Towards the cloſe of this. 
year he had a fever; in deſcribing the event of which 
to his friend Swift, Dr. Arbuthnot cannot forbear in- 
dulging ] 
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his hopes of preferment, through this 
channel, expiring with the fall of Queen 
Anne's miniſtry, he ſome time after em- 
braced an advantageous offer, made him 
by Dr. St. George Aſhe, biſhop of 
Clogher, and late provoſt of Trinity Col- 
lege, Dublin, of accompanying his ſon, 
Mr. Aſhe (who was heir to a very conſi- 
derable property) in a tour through Eu- 
rope. 

At Paris, having now more leiſure than 
when he firſt paſſed through that city, 
Mr. Berkeley took care to pay his re- 
ſpecs to his rival in metaphyſical ſaga- 
city, the illuſtrious Pere Malebranche. 
He found this ingenious father in his cell, 
cooking, in a ſmall pipkin, a medicine 
for a diſorder with which he was then 
troubled, an inflammation on the lungs. 


dulging a little of that pleaſantry on Berkeley's ſyſ- 
tem, with which it has ſrequently ſince been treated 
by ſuch as could not, or would not, be at the pains to 
acquire a thorough knowledge of it. October 19, 
© 117 14,—Poor philoſopher Berkeley has now the idea 
* of health, which was very hard to produce in him; 
© for he had an idea of a ſtrange fever on him fo 
© ſtrong, that it was vir hatd to deſtroy it by intro- 
* ducing a Mara one.“ Irs. 
> The 
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The converſation naturally turned on our 
Author's ſyſtem, of which the other had 
received ſome knowledge from a tranſla- 
tion juſt publiſhed. But the iſſue of this 
debate proved tragical to poor Male- 
branche. — In the heat of diſputation, he 
raifed his voice ſo high, and gave way ſo 
freely to the natural impetuofity of a 
man of parts and a Frenchman, that he 
brought on himſelf a violent increaſe of 
his diforder, which carried him off a few 
days after *. 

In this ſecond excurſion abroad Mr. 
Berkeley employed upwards of four years; 
and, beſides all thoſe places which are 
uſually viſited by travellers, in what is 
called the grand tour, his curioſity car- 


ried him to ſome that are leſs frequented. 


In particular, he travelled over Apulia 
(from which he wrote an accurate and 
entertaining account of the tarantula to 
Dr. Freind), Calabria, and the whole iſland 
of Sicily. This laſt country engaged his 
attention ſo Rrongly, that he had, with 


* He died October 13, 1715. Dia. hift. portatif 


d' Advocat. 
l greas 


BISs Her BxERKEeLEY. 11 


great induſtry, compiled very conſiderable 
materials for a natural hiſtory of the 
iſland: but, by an unfortunate accident, 
theſe, together with a journal of his 
tranſactions there, were loſt in the paſſage 
to Naples; nor could he be prevailed 
upon. afterwards to recolle& and commit 
thoſe curious particulars again to paper. 
What an injury the literary world has 
ſuſtained by this miſchance, may in part 
be collected from the ſpecimen he has left 
of his talent for lively deſcription, in his 
letter to Mr. Pope, concerning the iſland 
of Inarime (now Iſchia, in the bay of 
Naples), dated Naples, October 22, 1717; 
and in another, from the ſame city, to 
Dr. Arbuthnot, giving an account of an 
eruption of mount Veſuvius, which he 
had. the good fortune to have more than 
one opportunity of examining very mi- 

nutely. | 
On his way homeward, he drew up, 
at Lyons, a curious tract De Motu, which 
he ſent to the royal academy of ſciences at 
Paris, the ſubje& being propoſed by that 
aſſembly; and committed it to the preſs, 
ſhortly after his arrival in London, in 
; 1721. 


\ 
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1721. But from theſe abſtruſe Gre 
tions he was drawn away, for a while, by 
the humanity of his temper, and concern 
for the public welfare. It is well known 
what miſeries the nation was plunged into; 
by the fatal South Sea ſcheme, in 1720. 
Mr. Berkeley. felt for his cauntry, and 
Britiſh neighbours, groaning under theſe 
calamitous diſtreſſes; and, in that ſpirit, 
employed his talents in writing An Hſſay 
towards preventing the Ruin of Great Bri- 
tain, printed at London, in 1721. 
HFlis travels had now ſo far improved his 
natural politeneſs, and added ſuch charms 
io his converſation, that he found a ready 
admiſſion into the beſt company in Lon- 
don. Among the reſt, Mr. Pope intro- 
duced him to lord Burlington, who con- 
ceived a high eſteem for him on account 
of his great taſte and {kill in architecture; 
an art of which his Lordſhip was an ex- 
eelent judge and patron, and which Mr. 
Berkeley had made his particular ſtudy 
while in Italy. By this nobleman he was 
recommended to the duke of Grafton, 
lord lieutenant of Ireland; who took him 
over to Ireland, as one of his chaplains, in 
1721, 
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1721, after he had been abſent from his 


native country more than ſix years. He 
had: been elected a ſenior fellow of his 
college in July, 1717 ; and now took the 
degrees of bachelor and doctor 1n divinity, 
November 14, 1721. 

The year following, his fortune re- 
ceived a conſiderable increaſe from a very 
unexpected event. On his firſt going to 
London, in the year 1713, Dean Swift 
introduced him to the family of Mrs. 
Eſther Vanhomrigh (the celebrated Va- 
neſſa)}, and took him often to dine at her 
houſe, Some years before her death, this 
lady removed to Ireland, and fixed her re- 
ſidence at Cell- bridge, a pleaſant village 
in the neighbourhood of Dublin; moſt 
probably with a view of often enjoying 
the company of a man, for whom ſhe 
ſeems to have entertained a very ſingular 
attachment. But finding herſclf totally 
diſappointed in this expectation, and diſ- 
covering the Dean's connection with Stel- 


la, ſhe was ſo enraged at his infidelity, 


that ſhe altered her intention of making 
him her heir, and left the whole of her 
fortune, amounting to near 80001. to be 


divided 
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divided equally between two gentlemen; 
whom ſhe named her executors, Mr. 
Marſhal, a lawyer, afterwards Mr. Juſtice 
Marſhal, and Dr. Berkeley, S. F. T. C. D. 
The Doctor received the news of this bes 
queſt from Mr. Marſhal with great ſur- 
prize ; as he had never once feen the lady, 
who had honoured him with ſuch a proof 
of her eſteem, from the time of his return 
to Ireland to her death. 

In the diſcharge, however, of his truſt 
as executor, he had an opportunity of 
ſhewing he by no means adopted the ſen- 
timents of his benefactreſs, with regard to 
Swift. Several letters, that had paſſed 
between Cadenus and Vaneſſa, falling into 
his hands, he committed them immedi- 
ately to the flames; not becauſe there 
was any thing criminal in them; for he 
frequently aſſured Dr. Delany (3) and 
others of the contrary ; but he obſerved a 
warmth in the lady's ſtile, which delicacy 
required him to conceal from the pÞlic. 
Dr. Berkeley, it ſeems, was not appriſed 
of a ſtrong proof this exaſperatedzfemale 


(3) See Delany's Obſervations on Orrery's Re- 
marks. 
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had juſt given, how little regard ſhe her- 
ſelf retained for the virtue of delicacy, 
On her death-bed, ſhe delivered to Mr. 
Marſhal a copy, in her own hand-writing, 
of the entire correſpondence between her- 
ſelf and the Dean; with a ſtri& injunction 
to publiſh it immediately after her de- 
ceaſe. What prevented the execution of 
this requeſt cannot now be affirmed with 
certainty. Poſſibly the executor did not 
care to draw on himſelf the laſh of that 
pen, from which a particular friend of 
his * had lately ſmarted ſo ſeverely. Some 
years after the Dean's death, Mr. Marſhal 
had ſerious thoughts of fulfilling the in- 
rention of Vaneſſa. With this view he 
ſhewed the letters to ſeveral perſons of his 
acquaintance, without any injunction of 
ſecrecyz which may account for the ex- 
tracts of them that have lately got into 
print. The affair however was protract- 
ed, till the death of Judge Marſhal put a 
ſtop to it entirely. The letters are ſtill in 
being ; and wheneyer curioſity or avarice 
ſhall draw n into public light, it is 


9 Me. Betteſworth, Hy * 
pro S 
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probable they will be found, after all, to 


be as trifliig and as innocent as thoſe 
which our Author ſaw and ſuppreſfled, 
May 18, 1724, Dr. Berkeley reſigned 
his fellowſhip; being promoted, by his pa- 
tron, the duke of Grafton, to the deanry 
of Derry, worth 1100]. per annum. In 
the interval between this removal and his 
return from abroad, his mind had been 
employed in conceiving that benevolent 
project, which alone entitles him to as 
much honour as all his learned labours 
have procured him, the Scheme for con- 


verting the ſavage Americans to Chriſti- 
anity, by a College to be erected in the Sum- 
mer Iſlands, otherwiſe called the Iſles of Ber- 
muda. He publithed a Ms (4) for 

this 


(4) A Propoſal for converting the ſavage Americans.] 
With this propoſal he carried a letter of recommen- 
dation from Dean Swift to lord Carteret, lieutenant 
of Ireland, which deſerves a place here, both becauſe 
it contains a number of particulars of our Author's 
life, and is beſides a proof, as well of the friendly 
temper of the writer, as of his politeneſs and addreſs. 

September 3, 1724.— There is a gentleman of 
© this kingdom juſt gone for England: it is Dr. 
George Berkeley, Dean of Derry, the beſt prefer- 


ment among us, being worth about 11001. a year. 
1 He 
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this purpoſe, at London, in 1725, and of- 
fered to reſign his own opulent preferment; 
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* 


and 


© He takes the Bath in his way to London; and will 
* of courſe attend your Excellency, and be preſented, 

I ſuppoſe, by his friend my lord Burlington : and, 

becauſe I believe you will chuſe out ſome very idle 
minutes to read this letter, perhaps you may not be 
ill entertained with ſome account of the man and 
his errand, He was a fellow in the univerſity 
here; and, going to England very young, about 
thirteen years ago, he became the founder of a ſect 
there, called the Immaterialiſts, by the force of a 
very curious book on that ſubject. Dr. Smalridge, 
and many other eminent perſons, were his proſe- 
lytes. I ſent him ſecretary and chaplain to Sicily, 
with my lord Peterborough; and, upon his Lord- 
* ſhip s return; Dr. Berkeley r above ſeven years 
in travelling over moſt parts of Europe, but chiefly 
through every corner. of Italy, Sicily, and other 
iſlands. When he came back to England, he found 
ſo many friends, that he was effectually recom- 
mended to the duke of Grafton, by whom he was 
lately made Dean of Derry. Your Excellency will 
be frighted when I tell you, all this is but an intro- 


duction; for I am now to mention his errand. He 


is an abſolute philoſopher, with regard to moniey, 
titles, and power ; and, for three years paſt, hath 
been ſtruck with a notion of founding an univerſity 
at Bermuda, by a charter from the crown. He hath 
ſeduced ſeveral of the hopefulleſt young clergymen, 


and others here, many of them well provided for, 


C © and 
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and to dedicate, the remainder of his life to 
the inſtructing the youth in America, on 
the moderate ſubſiſtence of 1001. yearly. 
Such was the force of this diſintereſted 
example, ſupported by the eloquence of 
an enthuſiaſt for the good of mankind, 


that three junior fellows of Trinity 
College, Dublin, the Reverend William 


and all of them in the faireſt way of preferment : 
© but in England his conqueſts are greater, and I 
© doubt will ſpread very far this winter. He ſhewed 
me a little tract, which he deſigns to publiſh ; and 
there your Excillency will ſee his whole ſcheme of 
a life academico-philoſophical (I ſhall make you re- 
member what you were) of a college founded for 
© Indian ſcholars and miſſionarles, where he moſt ex- 
© orbitant)y propoſeth a whole hundred pounds a year 
© for himſelf, forty pounds for a fellow,*and ten for 
* a ſtudent, His heart will break if his deanry be 
© not taken from him, and left to your Excellency's 
« diſpoſal. I diſcourage him by the coldneſs of courts 
© and miniſters, who will interpret all this as impoſ- 
© ſible, and a viſion; but nothing will do. And 
therefore T do humbly intreat your Excellency, 
either to uſe ſuch perſuaſions ab will keep one of the 
« firſt men in this kingdom, for learning and virtue, 

quiet at home; or aſſiſt him, by your credit, to com- 

« pals his romantic deſign, which, however, is very 
© noble and generous, and directly proper for a great 

« perſon, of your excellent education, to encourage.“ 


Thompſon, 
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Thompſon, Jonathan Rogers, and James 
King, maſters of arts, conſented to take their 
fortunes with the Author of the project, 
and to exchange for a ſettlement in the 
Atlantic ocean, at 4ol. per annum, all 
their proſpects at home; and that too 
at a time, when a fellowſhip of Dublin 
College was ſuppoſed to place the poſ- 
ſeſſor in a very fair point of view, for 
attracting the notice of his ſuperiors, both 
in the church and ſtate. 

Dr. Berkeley, however, was not ſo ill 
acquainted with the world, as to reſt the 
ſucceſs of his application to the miniſtry 
entirely on the hope his ſcheme afforded 
of promoting national honour, and the 
cauſe of Chriſtianity: his arguments were 
drawn from the more alluring topic 
of preſent advantage to the government. 
Having, with much induſtry, acquired an 
accurate knowledge of the value of cer- 
tain lands (5) in the iſland of St. Chriſto- 


195 | pher's, 


(J) Certain lands in 8t, Chriſtopher's.) * The iſland 
© of St. Chriſtopher's,” ſaith Anderſon, Hiſtory of 
Commerce, Vol. II. having been ſettled on the very 
* ſame * and year by both England and France, 

| C 2 | A. D. 
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pher's, yielded by France to Great Bri- 
tain at the treaty of Utrecht, which were 
then to be ſold for the public uſe, he 
undertook to raiſe from them a much 
greater ſum than was expected; and pro- 
poſed that a part of the purchaſe money 
ſhould be applied to the erecting of his 
college. He found means, by the aſſiſt- 
ance of a Venetian of diſtinction, the 
Abbe Gualteri (or Altieri) with whom he 


had formed an acquaintance in Italy, to 


A. D. 1625, was divided equally between the two 
nations. The Engliſh were twice driven out from 
thence by the French, and as often re-poſleſſed 
themſelves of it. But at length, in the year 1702, 
general Coddrington, governor of the Leeward 
Iſlands, upon advice received that war was declared 
by England againſt France, attacked the French 
part of the iſland, and maſtered it with very little 
trouble. Ever ſince which time, that fine iſland 


* 


© has been ſolely poſſeſſed by Great Britain, having 


© been formally conceded to us by the treaty of 
Utrecht.“ The lands, therefore, which had be- 
longed to the French planters, by this ceſſion became 


the property of his Britannic Majeſty. The firſt pro- 


poſals for purchaſing theſe lands were made to the 
Lords of Trade, in 1717: ſee Journal of the Britiſh 
Commons. After which, the affair ſeems + to have 


been forgotten, till it was mentioned by wy to 
Sir ua Walpole, in hea 


- carry 
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carry this propoſal directly to King George 
I. (6); who laid his commands on Sir 
Robert Walpole, to introduce and conduct 
it through the Houſe of Commons. His 
Majeſty was further pleaſed to grant a 
charter for ereCting a college, by the name 
of St. Paul's College, in Bermuda, to con- 
fiſt of a preſident and nine fellows, who 
were obliged to maintain and educate In- 
dian ſcholars, at the rate of 10l. per an- 
num for each. The firſt preſident, Dr. 
George Berkeley, and firſt three fellows 
named in the charter (being the gentle- 
men above- mentioned) were licenſed to 
hold their preferments in theſe kingdoms, 
till the expiration of one year and a half 
after their arrival in Bermuda. The Com- 
mons, May 11, 1726, voted, That an 
“ humble addreſs be preſented to his 


(6) To king George I.] It was the cuſtom of this 
prince to unbend his mind, in the evening, by collect- 
ing together a company of philoſophical foreigners, 
who diſcourſed in an eaſy and familiar manner with 
each other, entirely unreſtrained by the preſence of 
his Majeſty, who generally walked about, or fat in a 
retired part of the chamber. One of this ſelect com- 
pany was Altieri; and this gave him an opportunity 
of * his friend's propoſal before the K ing. 

C 3, « Majeſty, 
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« Majeſty, that, out of the lands in St, 
« Chriſtopher's, yielded by France to 
Great Britain by the treaty of Utrecht, 
his Majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed 
% to make ſuch grant for the uſe of the 
preſident and fellows of the College of 
St. Paul, in Bermuda, as his Majeſty 
« ſhall think proper,” The ſum of 
20,000], was accordingly promiſed by the 
miniſter ; and ſeveral private ſubſcriptions 
were immediately raiſed for promoting 
* ſo pious an undertaking,” as it is ſtyled. 
in the king's anſwer (7) to this addreſs. 
Such a proſpect of ſucceſs, in the favourite 
object of his heart, drew from our Author 
a beautiful copy of verſes (8); in which 
another age perhaps will acknowledge the 
old conjunction of the prophetic cha- 
racer with that of the poet, to have again 
taken place, 

In the mean time, the Dean entered 
into a marriage, Auguſt 1, 1728, with 
Anne, the eldeſt daughter of the right 


cc 


«ec 


La) 


4c 


(7) Commons Journal, May 16, 1726, 


(8) See Verſes (Vol. II.) ſubjoined to Propoſal 
for n churches, &c. 


honourable 
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honourable John Forſter, ſpeaker of the 
Iriſh Houſe of Commons. This engage- 
ment, however, was ſo far from being any 
obſtruction to his grand undertaking, that 
he actually ſet fail, in the execution of it, 
for Rhode Iſland, about the middle of Sep- 
tember following. He carried with him 
his lady, a Miſs Handcock, Mr. Smilert 
an ingenious painter, two gentlemen of 
fortune, Meſſ. james and Dalton, a pretty 
large ſum of money of his own property, 
and a collection of books for the uſe of 
his intended library. He directed his 
courſe to Rhode Iſland, which lay neareſt 
to Bermuda, with a view of purchaſing 
lands on the adjoining continent, as eſtates 
for the ſupport of his college; having a 
poſitive promiſe from thoſe in power, 
that the parliamentary grant ſhould be 
paid him, as ſoon as ever ſuch lands ſhould 
be pitched upon and agreed for. The 
Dean took up his reſidence at Newport in 
Rhode Ifland, where his prefence was a 
great relief to a clergyman of the church 
of England, eſtabliſhed in thoſe parts ; as 
he preached every Sunday, and was inde- 
fatigable in paſtoral labours during the 
5 C4 whole 
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whole time of his ſtay there, which wag 
near two years. 

When eſtates had been agreed for, it 
was fully expected that the public mo- 
ney would, according to the grant, be im- 
mediately paid, as the purchaſe of them. 
But the miniſter had never heartily em- 
braced the project; and parliamentary in- 
fluence had, by this time, interpoſed, in 
order to divert the grant into another 
channel. The ſale of the lands in St. 
Chriſtopher's, it was found, would pro- 
duce go, oool. Of this ſum 80,0001. (9) 
was deſtined to pay the marriage portion 
of the Princeſs Royal, on her nuptials 
with the Prince of Orange: the remain- 
der, general Oglethorp (10) had intereſt 
enough in parliament to obtain, for the 
purpoſe of carrying over and ſettling 
foreign and other proteſtants in his new 
colony of Georgia in America. The 
project indeed of the truſtees, for eſta- 
bliſhing this colony, appears to have h 


(9) Commons Journal, May 10, 1733- 

(10) Ibid. The general paid Dean B. the com- 
pliment of aſking his conſent to this application of 
" the moneys before he moved for it in parliament. 


eavally 
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equally humane and diſintereſted : but it 
is much to be lamented, that it ſhould 
interfere with another, of more extenſive 
and laſting utility ; which, if it had taken 
effect, by the education of the youth of 
New England and other colonies, we may 
venture, with great appearance of reaſon, 
to affirm, would have planted ſuch prin- 
ciples of religion and loyalty among them, 
as might have gone a good way towards 
preventing the preſent unhappy troubles 
in that part of the world. But to proceed : 

After having received various excuſes, 
biſhop Gibſon, at that time biſhop of 
London (in whoſe dioceſe all the Weſt 
Indies are included) applying to Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole, then at the head of the 
treaſury, was favoured at length with the 
following very honeſt anſwer : If you put 
* this queſtion to me,” ſays Sir Robert, 

* as a miniſter, I muſt and can aſſure 
« you, that the money ſhall moſt un- 
% doubtedly be paid, as ſoon as ſuits with 
public convenience: but if you aſk me, 
„as a friend, whether Dean Berkeley 


ce ſhould continue in America, expecting 
cc 


. the Payment of 20,0001, I advife him, 
| cc by 
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cc by all means, to return home to Eu- 
rope, and to give up his preſent ex- 
20 pectations.“ The Dean being informed 
of this conference by his good friend 
the biſhop, and thereby fully convinced 
that the bad policy of one great man 
had rendered abortive a ſcheme, whereon 
he had expended much of bis private for- 
tune, and more than ſeven years of the 
prime- of his life, returned to Europe. 
Before he left Rhode Iſland, he diſtributed 
what books he had brought with him 
among the clergy of that province ; and, 
immediately after his arrival in London, 
he returned all the private ſubſcriptions 
that had been advanced for the ſupport 
of his undertaking. 

In February, 1732, he preached, before 
the Society for the propagation of the 
goſpel in foreign parts, a Sermon, fince 
printed at their deſire; wherein, from his 
own knowledge of the ſtate of religion in 
America, he offers many uſeful hints to- 
wards promoting the noble purpoſes for 
which that ſociety was founded, 

The ſame year, he gave a more conſpi- | 
cuous proof that he had not miſpent the 
| time 
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time he had been confined on the other 
fide of the Atlantic, by producing to the 
world The Minute Philoſopher ; a maſterly 
performance, wherein he purſues the 
Freethinker through the various charac- 
ters of atheiſt, libertine, enthuſiaſt, ſcorn- 
er, critic, metaphyſician, fataliſt, and 
ſceptic ; and very happily employs againſt 
him ſeveral new weapons, drawn from 
the ſtore-houſe of his own ingenious ſyſ- 
tem of philoſophy. It is written in a 
ſeries of dialogues, on the model of Plato; 
a philoſopher whom he ſtudied particu- 
larly, and whoſe manner he is thought to 
have copied with more ſucceſs than any 
other that ever attempted to imitate him. 
We have already related by what means, 
and upon what occafion, Dr. Berkeley had 
$rit the honour of being known to Queen 
Caroline. This princeſs delighted much 
in attending to philoſophical converſa- 
tions between learned and ingenious men ; 
for which purpoſe ſhe had, when princeſs 
of Wales, appointed a particular day in 
the week, when the moſt eminent for 
literary abilities, at that time in England, 
were invited to attend her Royal High- 


neſs 
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neſs in the evening: a practice which ſhe 
continued after her acceſſion to the throne. 
Of this company were Doctors Clarke, 
Hoadley, Berkeley, and Sherlock. Clarke 
and Berkeley were generally conſidered as 
principals in the debates that aroſe upon 
thaſe occaſions; and Hoadley adhered to 
the former, as Sherlock did to the latter. 
Hoadley was-no friend to our Author : he 
affected to conſider his philoſophy, and 
his Bermuda project, as the reveries of a 
viſionary. Sherlock (who was afterwards 
biſhop of London), on the other hand, 
warmly eſpouſed his cauſe ; and particu- 
larly, when the Minute Philoſopher came 
out, he carried a copy of it to the Queen, 
and left it to her Majeſty to determine, 
whether ſuch a work could be. the pro- 
duction of a diſordered underſtanding. 
After Dean Berkeley's return from 
Rhode Iſland, the Queen often command- 
ed his attendance, to diſcourſe with him 
on what he had obſerved worthy of notice 
in America, His agreeable and inſtruc- 
tive converſation engaged that diſcerning 
princeſs ſo much in his favour, that the 
rich Sean of Down in Ireland falling 
Vacant, 
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vacant, he was, at her deſire, named to it; 

and the King's letter actually came over 
for his appointment. But his friend lord 
Burlington having neglected to notify the 
royal intentions, in proper time, to the 
duke of Dorſet, then lord lieutenant of 
Ireland, his Excellency was ſo offended at 
this diſpoſal of the richeſt deanry in Ire- 
land, without his concurrence, that it was 
thought proper not to preſs the matter 
any further. Her Majeſty, upon this, de- 
clared, that ſince they would not ſuffer 
Dr. Berkeley to be a dean in Ireland, he 
ſhould be a &/op: and accordingly, in 
1734, the biſhopric of Cloyne becoming 
vacant, he was, by letters patent, dated 
March I7, promoted to that ſee, and was 
conſecrated at St. Paul's church in Dub- 
1in, on the 19th of May following, by 
Theophilus archbiſhop of Caſhel, aſſiſted 
by the biſhops of Raphoe and Killaloe. 

+ His Lordſhip repaired immediately to 
his manſion- houſe at Cloyne, where he 
conſtantly reſided (except one winter that 
he attended the buſineſs of parliament in 
Dublin) and applied himſelf with vigour | 
to the diſcharge of all epiſcopal 
4 duties. 
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duties. He revived in his dioceſe the 
uſeful office of rural dean, which had 
gone into diſuſe; viſited frequently paro- 

chially; and confirmed in the ſeveral 
| parts of his ſee. 

He continued his ſtudies, however, with 
unabated attention; and, about this time, 
engaged in a controverſy with the mathe- 
maticians of Great Britain and Ireland, 
which made a good deal of noiſe in the 
literary world. The occaſion was this: 
Mr. Addiſon had given the Biſhop an 
account of their common friend Dr. 
Garth's behaviour in his laſt illneſs, 
which was equally unpleaſing to both 
thoſe excellent advocates for revealed re- 
ligion. For when Mr. Addiſon went to 
ſee the Doctor, and began to. diſcourſe 
with him ſeriouſly about preparing for 
his approaching diflolution, the other 
made anſwer, ** Surely, Addiſon, I have 
* good reaſon not to believe thoſe trifles, 

« ſince my friend Dr. Halley, who has 
dealt fo. much in demonſtration, has 
« aſſured me, that the doctrines of 
« Chriſtianity are incomprehenſible, and 
the religion itſelf an impoſture,” The 
| Biſhop 
7 
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Biſhop therefore took arms againſt this 
redoubtable dealer in demonſtration; and 
addreſſed The Analyſt to him, with a view 
of ſhewing, that myſteries in faith were 
unjuſtly objected to by mathematicians, 
who admitted much greater myſteries, 
and even falſehoods, in ſcience ; of which 
he endeavoured to prove that the doc- 
trine of fluxions furniſhed an eminent 
example, Such an attack upon what had 
hitherto. been looked, upon as impregna- 
ble, produced a number of warm anſwers, 
to which the Biſhop . replied once or 
wiess fs © 5 
From this controverſy he turned his 

thoughts to ſubjects of more apparent 
utility; and his Queries propoſed for the 
good of Ireland, firſt printed in 1735; his 
Diſcourſe addreſſed to Magiſtrates (11), 
which came out the year following ; and 
his Maxims concerning Patriatifhm, pub- 
liſhed in 1750, are equally monuments of 


(11) Occaſioned by an impious ſociety, called 
Bla/lers, which this pamphlet put a ſtop to. He ex- 
preſſed his ſentiments, on the ſame occaſion, in the 
Houſe of Lords, the only time he ever ſpoke there. 
The ſpeech was received with much applauſe. 


his 
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his knowledge of mankind, and of his 


zeal for the ſervice of true religion and 


his country. 
In 1745, during the Scots tebellion, 


his Lordſhip addreſſed A Letter to the Ro- 
man Catholics of his dioceſe; and, in 1749; 
another to the clergy of that perſuaſion 
in Ireland, under the title of A word to 
the Wiſe, written with ſo much candour 
and moderation, as well as good ſenſe, 
that thoſe gentlemen,” highly to their 
own honour, in the Dublin Journal of 
November 18, 1749, thought fit to re- 
turn ** their ſincere and hearty thanks 
« to the worthy Author; aſſuring him, 
« that they are determined to coinply 
* with every particular recommended 
* in his addreſs, to the utmoſt of their 
ce power.” They add, that © in every 
e page it contains a proof of the Author's 
« extenſive charity; his views are only 
% towards the public good; the means 
« he preſcribeth are eaſily complied 


„with; and his manner of treating 


«« perſons, in their circumſtances, ſo 
«« very ſingular, that they plainly ſhew 
ce the good man, the polite gentleman, 

| and 
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* and the true patriot.” A character 
this, which was ſo entirely his Lordſhip's 
due, that, in the year 1745, that excellent 
judge of merit, and real friend to Ireland, 
the late lord Cheſterfield, as ſoon as he 
was advanced to the government, of his 
own motion, wrote to inform him, that 
the ſee of Clogher, then vacant, the va- 
Tue of which was double that of Cloyne, 
was at his ſervice. This offer, our Biſhop, 
with many expreſſions of thankfulneſs, 
declined, He had enough, already, to 
ſatisfy all his withes ; and, agreeably to 
the natural warmth of his temper, he 
had conceived ſo high an idea of the 
beauties of Cloyne, that Mr. Pope had 
once almoſt determined to make a vilit 
to Ireland, on purpole to ſee a place, 
which his friend had painted out to him 
with all the brilliancy of colouring ; and 
which yet, to common eyes, preſents no- 
thing that is very worthy of attention. 
The cloſe of a life, thus devoted to the 
good of mankind, was anſwerable to the 
beginning of it; the Biſhop's laſt years 
being employed in enquiring into the 
vartues of a medicine, whereof he had 
D himſelf 


= 
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himſelf experienced the good effects, in 


the relief of a nervous cholic, brought 
on him by his ſedentary courſe of living, 
and grown to that height, that, in his 
own words, „it rendered life a burden 
e to him; the more ſo, as his pains 
«© were exaſperated by exerciſe.” This 
medicine was no other than the cele- 
brated Tar-water ; his thoughts upon 
which ſubject he firſt communicated 
to the world, in the year 1744, in a trea- 
tiſe entitled, Szris, a Chain of Philoſo- 
phical Reflections and Enquiries concerning 
the Virtues of Tar-water. The Author 
has been heard to declare, that this work 
coſt him more time and pains than any 
other he had ever been engaged in; a 
circumſtance that will not appear ſut- 
priſing to ſuch as ſhall give themſelves 
the trouble of examining into the extent 
of erudition that is there diſplayed. It 
is indeed a chain, which, like that of 
the Poet, reaches from earth to heaven, 
conducting the reader, by an almoſt im- 
perceptible gradation, from the phæno- 
mena of tar-water, through the depths 
of the ancient * to the ſub- 


— | limeſt 
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limeſt myſtery of the Chriſtian religion. 


It underwent a ſecond impreſſion in 
1747, and was followed by Fartber 
Thoughts on Tar- water, publiſhed in 1752. 
This 'was his laſt performance for the 
preſs; and he ſurvived it but a ſhort 
time. | 
In July, 1752, he removed, though in 
a bad ſtate of health (12), with his lady 
and family, to Oxford, in order to ſuper- 
intend the education of one (13) of his 
| ſons, 


(12) He was cartied, from his landing on the Eng- 
liſh ſhore, in a horſe-litter, to Oxford. 

(13) This gentleman, George Berkeley, ſecond 
ſon of the Biſhop, proceeded A. M. January 26, 
1759, took holy orders, and, in Auguſt following, 
was preſented to the vicarage of Bray in Berkſhire. 
The late archbiſhop Secker, who had a high reſpect 
for the father's character, honoured the ſon with his 


patronage and friendſhip, both at the univerſity and 


afterwards. By his favour, Dr. Berkeley is now poſ- 


ſeſſed of a canonry of Canterbury, the chancellor- 


ſhip of the collegiate church of Brecknock, and (by 
exchange for the vicarage of Bray) of the vicarage 
of Cookham, Berks : to which was added Jately, by 


the Dean and Chapter of Canterbury, the vicarage 
of Eaſt Peckham, Kent. He took the degree of 


LL. D. February 12, 1768. In the year 1760, he 


D 2 married 
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ſons, then newly admitted a ſtudent at 
Chriſt- church. He had taken a fixed 


reſolution to ſpend the remainder of his 


days in this city, with a view of indulg- 
ing the paſſion for a learned retirement, 
which had ever ſtrongly poſſeſſed his 
mind, and was one of the motives that 
led him to form his Bermuda project. 
But, as no body could be more ſenſible 


than his Lordſhip of the impropriety of 


a biſhop's non- reſidence, he previouſly 
endeavoured to exchange his high pre- 
ferment for ſome canonry or headſhip at 
Oxford. Failing of ſucceſs in this, he 
actually wrote over to the ſecretary of 
ſtate, to requeſt that he might have 
permiſſion to reſign his biſhopric, worth, 
at that time, at leaſt. 1400 1. per an- 
num. So uncommon a petition excit- 
ed his majeſty's curiofity to enquire who 
was the extraordinary man that prefer- 
red it. Being told that- it was his old 


acquaintance, Dr. Berkeley, he declared 


married the daughter of the Reverend Mr. Frinſham, 
rector of White-Waltham, Berks; and by this lady | 


that 


hath had iſſue two ſons. 
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that he ſhould die a bithop, in ſpite of 
himſelf; but gave him full liberty to re- 


ſide where he pleaſed. 


The Biſhop's laſt act, before he left 
Cloyne, was to ſign a leaſe oſ the de- 
meſne lands in that neighbourhood, to 
be renewed yearly, at the rent of 200 l. 
which ſum he directed to be diſtributed 
every year, until his return, among poor 
houſekeepers of Cloyne, Youghal, and 
Aghadda. 


At Oxford he lived highly reſpected 
by the learned members of that great 
univerſity, till the hand of Providence 
unexpectedly deprived them of the plea- 
ſure and advantage derived from his reſi- 
dence among them. On Sunday even- 
ing, January 14, 1753, as he was ſitting 
in the midſt of his family, liſtening to a 
ſermon of Dr. Sherlock's which his lady 
was reading to him, he was ſeized with 
what the phyſicians termed a pally in 
the heart, and inſtantly expired. The 

accident was ſo ſudden, that his body was 
quite cold, and his joints ſtiff, before it was 

diſcovered, as the Biſhop lay on a couch, 
and ſeemed to be aſleep ; till his daughter, 
MA on 
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on preſenting him with a diſh of tea, 
firſt perceived his inſenſibility. His re- 
mains were interred at Chriſt-church, 
Oxford, where there is an elegant marble 
monument erected to his memory, by his 
lady, who is ſtill living ; and had, during 
her marriage, brought him three ſons and 
one daughter. 


As to his perſon, he was a handſome 
man, with a countenance full of mean- 
ing and benignity, remarkable for great 
ſtrength of limbs, and, till his ſedentary 
life impaired it, of a very robuſt conſti- 
tution. He was, however, often troubled 
with the hypochondria; and, latterly, with 
that nervous cholic mentioned, above. 


At Cloyne, he conſtantly roſe between 


three and four o'clock in the morning, 


and ſummoned his family to a leſſon on 


the baſe-viol, from an Italian maſter he 


kept in the houle, for the inſtruction of 
his children ; though the Biſhop himſelf 
had no ear for muſic. He ſpent. the reſt 
of the morning, and often a great part of 
the day, in ſtudy : his favourite author, 
from whom many of his notions were 
borrowed, was Plato. He had a large 


and 
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and valuable collection of books and pic- 
tures, which are now the property of 
his ſon, the reverend George Berkeley, 
LL. D. 

The excellence of his moral character, 
if it were not ſo confpicuous in his writ- 
ings, might be learned from the bleſſings 
with which his memory is followed by 
the numerous poor (14) of his neigh- 
bourhood, as well as from the teſtimony 
of his yet ſurviving acquaintance, who 
cannot, to this day, ſpeak of him, without 
a degree of enthuſiaſm, that removes the 
air of hyperbole from the well-known 


line of his friend Mr. Pope: 


To Berkeley every virtue under heaven, 


(14) By. the poor of his neighbourhood. ] One in- 
' ſtance of his attention to his poor neighbours, may 
deſerve relating. Cloyne, though it gives name to 
the ſee, is in fact no better than a village: it is not 
reaſonable, therefore, to expect much induſtry or 
ingenuity in the inhabitants. Yet whatever article 
cf cloathing they could poſſibly manufacture there, 
the Biſhop would have from no other place ; and 
choſe to wear ill cloaths, and worſe wigs, rather than 
ſuffer the poor of the town to remain unemployed. 
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The inſcription on his monument was 
drawn up by Dr. Markham, the preſent 
archbiſhop of York, then head maſter of 


Weſtminſter ſchool; and is in theſe terms: 


Graviſſimo præſuli, 
Georgio, Epiſcopo Clonenſi: 
Viro, 

Seu ingenii et eruditionis laudem, 

Seu probitatis et beneficentiæ ſpectemus, 
Inter primos omnium ætatum numerando. 
Si Chriſtianus fueris, 

Si amans patriæ, 

Utroque nomine gloriari potes 
BrRKLEIUM vixiſſe. 

Obüt annum agens ſeptragetumum 

tertium *: 
Natus Anno Chriſti M. DC. LXXIX. 
Anna Conjux 
LM 3s 
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FHOMAS PRIOR, Efq. the gen- 
tleman to whom the Public is indebted 

for preſerving the greateſt part of the fol- 
lowing correſpondence, was born about the 
year 1679, at Rathdowney, in the Queen's 
County, the eftate of his family fince the 
middle of that century. He was educated 
in the univerſity of Dublin, where he topk 
the degree of A. M. and was fellow ſtudent 
with our Author. Being of a weak habit 
of body, he declined entering into any of the 
learned profeſſions, though otherwiſe well 
qualified to have appeared with advantage in 
them: the great object of his thoughts and 
ſtudies was, to promote the real happineſs of 
his country. In 1729, he publiſhed his 
<vell-known tract, a Liſt of the Abſentees 
of Ireland; in the cloſe of which, he ſtrong- 
ly recommended the uſe of linen ſcarfs at 
funerals. The hint was adopted by the exe- 
cutors of Mr. Conolly, ſpeaker of the Houſe 
of Commons, at his public funeral, in the 
month of October of this year; and that 
mode of burying has been effeftually eftab- 
liſhed ever fince, to the great emolument of 
| our 
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our moſt capital branch of trade. He pub- 
hſhed alſo ſeveral tracts relative to aur 
coin, linen manufafure, &c. But the glory 
of his life, and object of his unremitting la- 
bours, was the founding and promoting of 
that moſt uſeful inſtitution, the Dublin So- 
ciety; of which, for a ſeries of years, he 
_ diſcharged the duty of Secretary. Every 
good and great man, his cotemporary, ho- 
noured him with his eſteem and friendſhip, 
particularly Philip, earl of Cheſterfield ; of 
whoſe intereſt, however, his moderation led him 
to make no other uſe, than to procure, by his 
Lordſbip's recommendation, from the late 
King, a charter of incorporation for his dar- 
ling child, the Dublin Society, with a grant 
of 5001. per annum for its better ſupport. 
Having ſpent his life in the practice of 
every virtue that diſtinguiſhes the Patriot 
and the true Chriſtian, he died, of a gra- 
dual decline, in Dublin, Odtober 21, 1751, 
and was interred in the church of Rath- 
downey. Over his remains is a neat mo- 
nument of Kilkenny marble, with an Eng- 
lib epitaph. His friends have erected a 
more megnificent memorial of this uſeful 
= | member 
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member of ſociety, in the nave of Chriſft- 
church, Dublin; the inſcription on which 


came from the elegant pen of our Biſhop, 


and will appear below. See Views and 
Deſcriptions of Dublin, by Pool and Caſh, 
10 102. 
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To Mr. Tromas PRTOR, Pall-mall Cof- 
fee-houſe, London. ; 


. Paris, Nov. 25, 1713, N. 8. 
Dear Tom, 
RO M London to Calais I came in 
the company of a Flamand, a Spa- 
niard, a Frenchman, and three Engliſh 
ſervants of my lord. The three gentle- 


men being of thoſe different nations, ob- 


liged me to ſpeak the French language 
(which is now familiar) and gave me 
the opportunity of ſeeing much of the 
world in a little compaſs. After a very 
remarkable eſcape from rocks and banks 
of ſand, and darkneſs and ſtorm, and the 
hazards that attend 'raſh and ignorant 
ſeamen, we arrived at Calais in a veſſel, 

which, returning the next day, was caſt 
away in the harbour, in open day-light, as 
I think I already told yon. From Calais 
Col. du Hamel left it to my choice, either 
to go with him id poſt to Paris, or. come 
ö after 
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after in the ſtage- coach. I choſe the lat- 
ter, and, on Nov. 1, O. S. embarked in 
the ſtage- coach with a company that were 
all perfect ſtrangers to me. There were 
two Scotch, and one Engliſh gentleman. 
One of the former happened to be the 
author of the Voyage to St. Kilda, and 
the Account of the Weſtern Iſles. We 
were good company on the road, and that 
day-ſev'night came to Paris. I have been 
fince taken up in viewing churches, con- 
vents, palaces, colleges, &c, which are 


very numerous and magnificent in this 


town. The ſplendor and riches of theſe 


things ſurpaſs belief: but it were end- 
Teſs to deſcend to particulars. I was pre- 
ſent at a diſputation in the Sorbonne, 


which indeed had much of the French 
fire in it. I ſaw the Iriſh and the Eng- 
liſh colleges. In the latter I ſaw, encloſed 
in a coffin, the body of the late king 
James. Bits of the coftin, and of the 
cloth that hangs the room, have been cut 
away for relics; he being eſteemed a great 


faint by the people. The day after I'came 


to town, I dined at the Ambaſſador of 


Sicily's, and this day with Mr. Prior. I 
= Y ſnatched 
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ſnatched an opportunity to mention you 
to him, and do your character juſtice, 
To-morrow I intend to viſit Father 
Malbranch, and diſcourſe him on certain 
points. I have ſome reaſons to decline 
ſpeaking of the country or villages that I 
ſaw as I came along. 

My lord is juſt now arrived, and tells 
me he has an opportunity of ſending my 
letters to my friends to-morrow morn- 
ing, which occaſions my writing this, 
My humble ſervice to Sir John Rawdon, 
Mrs. Rawdon, Mrs. Kempſy, and all 
other friends. My lord thinks he ſhall 
ſtay a fortnight here. I am, dear 'Tom, 

- Your affectionate humble ſervant, 
G. BERKELEY. 


LETTER Þ. 


Turin, Jan. 6, 1714, N. Do 
Dear Tom, | | 


days, it was left to my choice whe- 
ther I would go from thence to Toulon, 
and 


T Lyons, where I was about "4 
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and there embark for Genoa; or elſe paſs 
through Savoy, croſs the Alps, and ſo 
through Italy. I choſe the latter route, 
though I was obliged to ride poſt, in 
company of Col. du Hamel and Mr. Ogle- 
thorpe, adjutant general of the queen's 
forces, who were ſent with a letter from 
my lord to the king's mother at Turin. 
The firſt day, we rode from Lyons to 
Chambery, the capital of Savoy, which is 
reckoned ſixty miles. The Lionnois and 
Dauphine were very well ; but Savoy was 
a perpetual chain of rocks and mountains, 
almoſt impaſſable for ice and ſnow. And 
yet I rode poſt through it, and came off 
with only four falls, from which I re- 
ceived no other damage than the break- 
ing my ſword, my watch, and my ſnuff- 
box. On new- year's day, we paſſed mount 
Cenis, one of the moſt difficult and 
formidable parts of the Alps, which is 
ever paſt over by mortal men. We 
were carried in open chairs, by men uſed 
to ſcale theſe rocks and precipices, which, 
at this ſeaſon, are more ſlippery and dan- 
gerous than at other times; ; and, at the 
beſt, are high, craggy, and ſteep enough 
9 | | po. 
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to cauſe the heart of the moſt valiant 
man to melt within him. My life often 
depended on a ſingle ſtep. No one will 
think that I exaggerate, who conſiders 
what it is to paſs the Alps on new year's 
day. But I ſhall leave particulars to be 
recited by the. fire- ſide. 

We have been now five days here, and 
in two or three more deſign to ſet 
forward towards Genoa, where we are 
to join my lord, who embarked at Tou- 


lon, I am now hardened againſt wind 


and weather, earth and ſea, froſt and 
ſnow ; can gallop all day long, and fleep 
but three or four hours at night. 

The court here is polite and ſplendid, 
the city beautiful, the churches and col- 
leges' magnificent, but not much learning 


ftirring among them. However all or- 


ders of people, clergy and laity, are 
wonderfully civil; and every where a 
man finds his account in being an Eng- 
liſhman ; that character alone being ſuffi- 


cient to gain reſpect. 


My ſervice to all friends; nirticulody 
| to Sir On and Mrs. Rawdon, and Mrs. 


92 E 2 Kempfy. 


Fi : TH 4 _— = 


NE. 7 
2 nl 1 « 


8 LETT Tt ks, de. 
Kempſy. It is my advice, that they do 
not paſs the Alps in their way to Sicily, 
J am, dear Tom, 
Your, &c, 
G.B. 
— 
LETTER III. 
Leghorn, Feb. 26, 1714. N. S. 
Dear Tom, f 

M. Rawdon is too thin, and Sir Joh 
too fat, to agree with the Engliſh 
climate. I adviſe them to make haſte, 
and tranſport themſelves into this warm, 
clear air. Your beſt way is to come 
through France; but make no long ſtay 
there, for the air is too cold, and there are 
inſtances enough of poverty and diſtreſs to 
ſpoil the mirth of any one who feels the 
ſufferings of his fellow creatures, I would 
preſcribe you two or three operas at Paris, 
and as many days amuſement at Verſailles, 
My next recipe ſhall be to ride poſt from 
Paris to Toulon, and there to embark for 
Genoa; for I would by no means have 
you 


you ſhaken to pieces, as I was, riding 
poſt over the rocks of Savoy, or put out 
of humour by the moſt horrible preci- 
pices of mount Cenis, that part of the 
Alps which divides Piedmont from Savoy. 
I ſhall not anticipate your pleaſure by any 
deſcription of Italy or France. Only, 
with regard to the latter, I cannot help 
obſerving, that the Jacobites have little to 


hope, and others little to fear, from that 


reduced nation. The king indeed looks 
as though he wanted neither meat nor 
drink; and his palaces are in good repair: 
but throughout the land there is a differ- 
ent face of things. 

I ſtaid about a month at Paris, eight 
days at Lyons, eleven at Turin, three 
weeks at Genoa, and am now here about 
a fortnight, with my lord's ſecretary (an 
Italian) and ſome others of his retinue; 
my lord having gone aboard a Malteſe 
veſſel from hence to Sicily, with a couple 
of ſervants. He deſigns to ſtay there in- 
cognito a few days, and then return hi- 


ther ; having put off his public entry till 


the yacht with his equipage arrives. 
I have writ to you ſeveral times be- 
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fore by poſt. In anſwer to all my letters, 
I deſire you to ſend me one great one, 
cloſe writ, and filled on all fides, contain- 
ing a particular account of all tranſactions 
in London and Dublin. Incloſe it in a 
cover to my lord Ambaſlador, and that 
again in another cover to Mr. Hare, at 
my lord Bolingbroke's office. If you 
have a mind to travel only in the map, 
here is the liſt of all the places where I 
lodged fince my leaving England, in their 
natural order: Calais, Boulogne, Mon- 
treuil, Abbeville, Pois, Beauvais, Paris, 
Moret, Villeneuve- le- roi, Vermanton, Sau- 
lieu, Chany, Macon, Lions, Chambery, 
St. Jean de Maurienne, Lanebourg, Suſa, 
Turin, Alexandria, Campo-Marone, Ge- 
noa, Seſtri di Levante, Lerici, Leghorn. 

My humble ſervice to Sir John, Mrs. 
Rawdon, and Mrs, Kempſy, Mr. Digby, 


Mr. French, &c.—lI am, dear Tom, 


You affectionate humble ſervant, 
| G. BERKELEY, 
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LETTER IV. 


TY 


To Mr. POP E. 


Leghorn, May 1, 1714. 

A® I take ingratitude to be a greater 
crime than impertinence, I chuſe ra- 

ther to run the riſk of being thought 
guilty of the latter, than not to return 
you my thanks for a very agreeable enter- 
tainment you juſt now gave me. I have 
accidentally met with your Rape of the 
Lock here, having never ſeen it before. 
Style, painting, judgment, ſpirit, I had 
already admired in, other of your writ- 
ings; but in this I am charmed with the 
magic of your invention, with all thoſe 
images, alluſions, and inexplicable beau- 
ties, which you raiſe ſo ſurprizingly, and 
at the ſame time ſo naturally, out of a 
trifle. And yet I cannot ſay that I was 
more pleaſed with the reading of it than I 
am with the pretext it gives me to renew 
in your thoughts the remembrance of one 
E 3 ; who 
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who values no happineſs beyond the 
friendſhip of men of wit, learning, and 
good- nature. 

I remember to have heard you mention 
ſome half-formed deſign of coming to 
Italy, What might we not expect from 
a muſe that ſings ſo well in the bleak cli- 
mate of England, if ſhe felt the fame 
warm ſun, and breathed the ſame air, with 
Virgil and Horace! 

There are here an incredible number of 
poets that have all the inclination, but 
want the genius, or perhaps the art, of 
the ancients. Some amony them, who 
underſtand Engliſh, begin to reliſh our 
authors; and I am informed, that at Flo- 
rence they have tranſlated Milton into 
Italian verſe. If one who knows ſo well 
how to write like the old Latin poets came 


among them, it would probably be a 


means to retrieve them from their cold, 
trivial conceits, to an imitation of their 
predeceſſors. | 

As merchants, antiquaries, men of plea- 
ſure, &c. have all different views in tra- 
velling, I know not whether it might not 


be worth a poet's while to travel, in order 


to 
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to ſtore his mind with ſtrong images of 
nature, 

Green fields and groves, flowery mea- 
dows and purling ſtreams, are no where 
in ſuch perfection as in England: but if 
you would know lightſome days, warm 
ſuns, and blue ſkies, you muſt come to 


Italy; and to enable a man to deſcribe. 


rocks and precipices, it is abſolutely ne- 
ceſlary that he paſs the Alps. 

You will eaſily perceive, that it is ſelt- 
intereſt makes me ſo fond of giving ad- 
vice to one who has no need of it. If 
you came into theſe parts, I ſhould fly to 
ſee you. I am here (by the favour of my 
good friend the Dean of St. Patrick's) in 
quality of chaplain to the earl of Peter- 


borough, who, about three months ſince, 


left the greateſt part of his family in this 
town. God knows how long we ſhall 
ſlay here. — I am 


1 


Your, &c, 


* 
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LETTER x. 


Naples, Oct. 22, 1517. N. S. 
1 Have long had it in my thoughts to 


trouble you with a letter, but was diſ- 
couraged for want of ſomething that I 
could think worth ſending fifteen hun- 
dred miles. Italy is ſuch an exhauſted 
ſubject, that I dare ſay you would eaſily 
forgive my ſaying nothing of it; and the 
imagination of a poet is a thing ſo nice and 
delicate, that it is no eaſy matter to find 
out images capable of giving pleaſure to 
one of the few who, in any age, have 
come up to that character. I am, never- 
theleſs, lately returned from an iſland, 
where I paſſed three or four months; 
which, were it ſet out in its true colours, 
might, methinks, amuſe you agreeably 
enough for a minute or two. The ifland 
Inarime is an epitome of the whole earth, 
containing, within the compaſs of eight- 
cen miles, a wonderful variety of hills, 
vales, ragged rocks, fruitful plains, and 
barren mountains, all thrown together in 

e a moſt 
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a moſt romantic confuſion. The air is, 
in the hotteſt ſeaſon, conſtantly refreſhed 
by cool breezes from the ſea. ' The vales 
produce excellent wheat and Indian corn; 
but are moſtly covered with vineyards, 
intermixed with fruit-trees. Beſides the 
common kinds, as cherries, apricots, 
peaches, &c. they produce oranges, limes, 
almonds, pomegranates, figs, water-me= 
lons, and many other fruits unknown to 
our climates, which lie every where open 
to the paſſenger. The hills are the 
greater part covered to the top with 
vines, ſome with cheſnut - groves, and 
others with thickets of myrtle and lentiſ- 
cus. The fields in the northern ſide are 
divided by hedge-rows of myrtle. Several 
fountains and rivulets add to the beauty of 
this landſcape, which is likewiſe ſet off by 
the variety of ſome barren ſpots and naked 
rocks. But that which crowns the ſcene, 
is a large mountain, rifing out of the mid- 
dle of the iſland (once a terrible volcano, 
by the ancients called Mons Epomeus): 
its lower parts are adorned with vines, and 
other fruits; the middle affords paſture 
to flocks of goats and ſheep; and the top 
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is a ſandy pointed rock, from which you 
have the fineſt proſpe& in the world; 
ſurveying at one view, beſides ſeveral 
pleaſant iflands lying at your feet, a tract 
of Italy, about three hundred miles in 
length, from the promontory of Antium 
to the cape of Palinurus; the greater part 
of which hath been ſung by Homer and 
Virgil, as making a conſiderable part of 
the travels and adventures of their two 
heroes. The iſlands Caprea, Prochyta, 


and Parthenope, together with Cajeta, 


Cumæ, Monte Miſeno, the habitations of 
Circe, the Syrens, and the Læſtrigones, 
the bay of Naples, the promontory of 
Minerva, and the whole Campagna Felice, 
make but a part of this noble landſcape; 
which would demand an imagination as 
warm, and numbers as flowing as your 
own, to deſcribe it. The inhabitants of 
this delicious iſle, as they are without 
riches and honours, ſo they are without 
the vices and follies that attend them; 
and, were they but as much ſtrangers to 


revenge as they are to ayarice and ambi- 


tion, they might in fact anſwer the poeti- 
cal notions of the golden .. But they 


have 


1 
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have got, as an alloy to their happineſs, 
an ill habit of murdering one another on 

flight offences. We had an inſtance of 
this the ſecond night after our arrival, a 
youth of eighteen being ſhot dead by our 
door ; and yet, by the ſole ſecret of mind- 
ing our own buſineſs, we found a means 
of living ſecurely among theſe dangerous 
people. 

Would you know how we paſs the 
time at Naples? Our chief entertain- 
ment is the deyotion of our neighbours, 
Beſides the gaiety of their churches (where 
folks go to ſee what they call una bella de- 
votione, i. e. a ſort of religious opera) they 
make fire- works, almoſt every week, out 
of devotion; the ſtreets are often hung 

with arras, out of devotion ; and, what is 

ſtill more ſtrange, the ladies invite gentle- 

men to their houſes, and treat them with 
muſic and ſweetmeats, out of devotion. 

In a word, were it not for this devotion of 

its inhabitants, Naples would have little 

elſe to recommend it beſide the air and 

| fituation. Learning is in no very thrive 

ing ſtate here, as indeed no where elſe in 955 
Italy: however, among many pretenders, 

ee ſome 
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ſome men of taſte are to be met with. A 
friend of mine told me, not long ſince, 
that being to viſit Salvini at Florence, 
he found him reading your Homer : he 
liked the notes extremely ; and could find 
no other fault with the verſion, but that 
he thought it approached too near a para- 
phraſe ; which ſhews him not to be ſuffi- 
ciently acquainted with our language. I 
wiſh you health to go on with that noble 
work ; and when you have that, I need 
not wiſh you ſucceſs. You will do me 
the juſtice to believe, that whatever re- 
lates to your welfare is ſincerely wiſhed 


by 


Your, &c. 


L E F TER. VI. 


To Dr. ARBUT HNO T. 


April 17, 1717. 

W 1TH much difficulty I reached the 
top of mount Veſuvius, in which I 

fow a vaſt aperture full of ſmoke, which 


hindered 


— 
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hindered the ſeeing its depth and figure. 
I heard within that horrid gulf certain 
odd ſounds, which ſeemed to proceed 
from the belly of the mountain; a ſort 
of murmuring, ſighing, throbbing, churn- 
ing, daſhing (as it were) of waves, and, 
between whiles, a noiſe like that of thun- 
der, or cannon, which was conſtantly at- 
tended with a clattering, like that of tiles 
falling from the tops of houſes on the 
fkreets. Sometimes, as the wind changed, 
the ſmoke grew thinner, diſcovering a 
very. ruddy flame, and the jaws of the 
pan, or crater, ſtreaked with red and ſeve- 
ral ſhades of yellow. After an hour's 
Nay, the ſmoke, being moved by the 
wind, gave us ſhort and partial proſpects 
of the great hollow, in the flat bottom of 
which, I could diſcern two furnaces, al- 
moſt contiguous : that on the left, ſeem- 
ing about three yards in diameter, glowed 
with red flame, and threw up red-hot 
ſtones with a hideous noiſe, which, as 
they fell back, cauſed the fore- mentioned 
clattering. May 8, in the morning, I aſ- 
cended to the top of Veſuvius a ſecond 
time. and found a different face of things. 


The 
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The ſmoke aſcending upright, gave a full 
proſpect of the crater, which, as I could 
Judge, is about a mile in circumference, 
and an hundred yards deep. A conical 
mount had been formed ſince my laſt viſit, 
in the middle of the bottom : this mount, 
I could ſee, was made of the ſtones thrown 
up and fallen back again into the crater. 
In this new hill remained the two mounts, 
or furnaces, already mentioned : that on 
our left was in the vertex of the hill which 
it had formed round it, and raged more 
violently than before, throwing up, every 
three or four minutes, with a dreadful bel. 
lowing, a vaſt number of red-hot ſtones, 
ſometimes, in appearance, above a thou- 
ſand, and at leaſt 3000 feet higher than 
my head, as I ſtood upon the brink : but 
there being little or no wind, they fell 
back perpendicularly into the crater, in- 
creaſing the conical hill. The other 
mouth, to the right, was lower in the 
fide of the ſame'new-formed hill: I could 
diſcern it to be filled with red-hot liquid 
Matter, like that in the furnace of a glaſs- 
houſe, which raged and wrought as the 
Waves od the fea, 9g a ſhort, abrupt. 
noiſe, 
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noiſe, like what may be imagined to pro- 
ceed from a ſea of quickſilver daſhing 
among uneven rocks. This ſtuff would 
ſometimes ſpew over, and run down the 
convex ſide of the conical hill; and, ap- 
pearing at firſt red-hot, it changed colour, 
and hardened as it cooled, ſhewing the 


firſt rudiments of an eruption, or, if I may 


ſay fo, an eruption in miniature. Had 
the wind driven in our faces, we had been 
in no ſmall danger of ſtifling by the ſal- 
phureous ſmoke, or being knocked on the 
Head by lumps of molten minerals, which 
we faw had ſometimes fallen on the brink 
of the crater, upon thoſe ſhots from the 
gulf at bottom. But, as the wind was 
favourable, I had an opportunity to ſurvey 
this odd ſcene for above an hour and a half 
together; during which it was very ob- 
ſervable, that all the volleys of ſmoke, 


of the hole to our left, while the liquid 
Nuff in the other mouth wrought and 
overflowed, as hath been already deſcribed. 
June 5, after an horrid noiſe, the moun- 
tain was ſeen at Naples to ſpew a little 
out of the crater, The ſame continued 
- * - | the 
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the 6th. The 7th; nothing was obſerved 
till within two hours of night, when it 
began a hideous bellowing, which conti- 
nucd all that night, and the next day till 


noon, cauling the windows, and, as ſome 


affirm, the very houſes in Naples to ſhake. 


From that time it ſpewed vaſt quanti- 


ties of molten ſtuff to the ſouth, which 
ſtreamed down the ſide of the mountain, 
like a great pot boiling over. This even- 
ing I returned from a voyage through 
Apulia, and was ſurpriſed,  paſſing..by, the 
north ſide of the mountain, to ſee a great 


quantity of ruddy ſmoke lie along a huge 
tract of {ky over the river of molten ſtuff, 


which was itſelf out of fight... The ꝗth, 
Veſuvius raged leſs violently: that night 


we ſaw, from Naples, a column of fire 


ſhoot. between whiles out of its ſummit. 
The 1oth,, when we thought all would 
have been over, the mountain grew very 
outrageous again, - roaring and groaning. 
moſt dreadfully. You cannot form a 
Juſter idea of this noiſe, in the-moſt vio- 


lent fits of it, than by imagining a mixed 
ſound made up of the raging of a tempeſt, 
the murmur of a troubled ſea, and the 


T oaring 


5 
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foaring of thunder and artillery, confuſed 
all together. It was very terrible, as we 
heard it in the further end of Naples, at 
the diſtance of above twelye miles : this 
moved my curioſity to approach the 
mountain. Three or four of us got into 
a boat, and were ſet aſhore at Torre del 
Greco, a town. ſituate at the foot of Veſu- 
vius, to the ſouth-weſt, whence we rode 
four or five miles before we came to the 
burning river, which was about midnight. 
The roaring of the volcano” grew exceed- 
ing loud and horrible as we approached. 
I obſerved a mixture of colours in the 
cloud over the crater, green, yellow, red, 
and blue; there was likewiſe a ruddy, diſ- 
mal light in the air over that tract of land 
where the burning river flowed; aſhes 
continually ſhowered on us all the way 
from the ſea-coaſt : all which circum- 
ſtances, ſet off and augmented by the 
horror and filence of the night, made a 
ſcene the moſt uncommon and aſtoniſhing 
I ever ſaw, which grew ſtill more extraor- 
dinary as we came nearer the ſtream. Ima- 
gine a vaſt torrent of liquid fire rolling 
from the top down the fide of the moun- 

F tain, 
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tain, and, with irreſiſtible fury, bearing 
down and conſuming vines, olives, fig- 
trees, houſes; in a word, every thing 
that ſtood in its way. This mighty flood 
divided into different channels, according 
to the inequalities of the mountain : the 
largeſt ſtream ſeemed half a mile broad at 
leaſt, and five miles long. The nature 
and conſiſtence of theſe burning torrents 
have been deſcribed with ſo much exact- 
neſs and truth, by Borellus, in his Latin 
treatiſe of Mount Etna, that I need fay 
nothing of it. I walked ſo far before my 
companions up the mountain, along the 
fide of the river of fire, that I was obliged 
to retire in great haſte, the ſulphureous 
ſteam having ſurpriſed me, and almoſt 
taken away my breath. During our re- 
turn, which was about three o'clock in 
the morning, we conſtantly heard the 
murmur and groaning of the mountain, 
which, between whiles, would burſt out 
into louder peals, throwing up huge 
ſpouts of fire and burning ſtones, which 
falling down again, reſembled the ſtars in 
our rockets. Sometimes I obſerved two, 
at others three, diſtin columns of 
flames ; 
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flames; and ſometimes one vaſt one, that 
ſeemed to fill the whole crater. Theſe 
burning columns, and the fiery ſtones, 
ſeemed to be ſhot 1000 feet perpendicu- 
lar above the ſummit of the volcano. 
The 11th, at night, I obſerved it, from a 
terraſs in Naples, to throw up, inceſ- 
ſantly, a vaſt body of fire, and great ſtones, 
to a ſurpriſing height. The 12th, in 
the morning, it darkened the ſun with 
aſhes and ſmoke, cauſing a fort of 
eclipſe. Horrid bellowings, this and 
the foregoing day, were heard at Na- 
ples, whither part of the aſhes alſo 
reached : at night I obſerved it throw- 
ing up flame, as on the IIth. On 
the 13th, the wind changing, we ſaw 
a pillar of black ſmoke ſhot upright 
to a prodigious height: at night I ob- 
ſerved the mount to caſt up fire as be- 
fore, though not ſo diſtinctly becauſe of 
the ſmoke. The 14th, a thick black 
cloud hid the mountain from Naples. 
The 15th, in the morning, the court and 
walls * our houſe in Naples were cover- 
ed with aſhes. The 16th, the ſmoke was 
driven by a weſterly wind from the town 

F 2 to 
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to the oppoſite fide of the mountain. The 
17th, the ſmoke appeared much diminiſh- 
ed, fat, and greaſy. The 18th, the whole 
appearance ended; the mountain remain- 
ing perfectly quiet without any viſible 
ſmoke or flame. A gentleman of my ac- 
quaintance, whoſe window looked towards 
Veſuvius, aſſured me that he obſerved 
ſeveral flaſhes, as it were of lightening, 
iſſue out of the mouth of the volcano. 
It is not worth while to trouble you 
with the conjectures * I have formed 
concerning the cauſe of theſe phænomena, 
from what I obſerved in the Lacus Am- 
ſancti, the Solfatara, &c. as well as in 
Mount Veſuvius. One thing I may ven- 


Our Author's conjectures, on the cauſe of the 
phznomena above mentioned, do not appear in any 
of his writings; but he has often communicated 
them, in converſation, to his friends. He obſerved, 
that all the remarkable volcanos in the world were 
near the ſea. It was his opinion, therefore, that a 
vacuum being made in the bowels of the earth, by a 
vaſt body of inflammable matter taking fire, the water 
ruſhed in, and was converted into ſteam : which 
ſimple cauſe was ſufficient to produce all the wonder- 
ful effects of volcanos ; as appears from Savery's fire 
engine for raiſing water, and from the olipile. 


ture 
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ture to ſay, that I ſaw the fluid matter 
riſe out of the center of the bottom of 
the crater, out of the very middle of the 
mountain, contrary to what Borellus ima- 
gines, whoſe method of explaining the 
eruption of a volcano by an inflexed ſy- 
phon, and the rules of hydroſtatics, is 
likewiſe inconſiſtent with the torrent's 
flowing down from the very vertex of 
the mountain. I have not ſeen the crater 
ſince the eruption, but deſign to viſit it 
again before I leave Naples. I doubt there 
is nothing in this worth ſhewing the 
Society : as to that, you will uſe your 
diſcretion. | 


E. (it ſhould be G.) BERKELEY, 
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The following Extracts from Letters to Mr. 
Thomas Prior, of Dublin, it is hoped, 
vill not be unacceptable to the reader, 
as they ſerve to mark the progreſs of the 
Bermuda project, and of the Author's 
hopes and fears on that intereſting. oc- 
caſion. 


Extr. 1. London, Dec. 8, 1724.—Dear 
Tom, You wrote to me ſomething or 
other which I received a fortnight ago, 
about temporal affairs, which I have no 
leiſure to think of at preſent. The lord 
chancellor is not a buſier man than my- 
ſelf ; and I thank God my pains are not 
without ſucceſs, which hitherto hath an- 
ſwered beyond expectation. Doubtleſs 
the Engliſh are a nation res eclarree. 
Let me know whether you have wrote 
to Mr. Newman whatever you judged 
might give him a good opinion of our 
project. Let me alſo know where Ber- 


muda Jones lives, or where he is to be 
met with, 


3 Ex. 2. 
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Ex. 2. April 20, 1725. Pray give my 
ſervice to Caldwell, and let him know 
that in caſe he goes abroad with Mr. 
Stewart, Jaques, who lived with Mr. 
Aſhe, is deſirous to attend upon him.—I 
have obtained reports from the biſhop of 
London, the board of trade and planta- 
tions, and the attorney and ſolicitor gene- 
ral, in favour of the Bermuda ſcheme, 
and hope to have the warrant ſigned by 
his Majeſty this week. 


Ex. 3. June 3, 1725. Yeſterday the 
charter paſſed the privy ſeal. This day 
the new chancellor began his office by 
putting the Recipe to it. 


Ex. 4. June 12, 1725. The charter 
hath paſſed all the ſeals, and is now in 
my cuſtody, It hath coſt me 13ol. dry 
fees, beſide expedition money to men 
in office. 


Ex. 5, Sept. 3, i725. I wrote long 
fince to Caldwell about his going to 
Bermuda, but had no anſwer; which 
makes me think my letter miſcarried. I 

F 4 muſt 
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muſt now deſire you to give my ſervice to 
him, and know whether he ſtill retains 
the thoughts he once ſeemed to have of 
entering into that deſign. I know he 
hath ſince got an employment, &c. but I 
have good reaſon to think he would not 
ſuffer in his temporalities . by. taking one 
of our ſellowſhips, although he reſigned 
all that, In plain Engliſh, I have good 
aſſurance that our college will be en- 
dowed beyond any thing expected or de- 
fired hitherto. This makes me confident 
he would loſe nothing by the change; 
and on this ſuppoſition. only I propoſe it 
to him. I with he may judge rightly in 
this matter, as well for his own fake as 
for the ſake of the college, 


Ex. 6. Jan. 27, 1726. I muſt once 
more entreat you, for the ſake of old 
friendſhip, to pluck up a vigorous ac- 
tive ſpirit, and diſencumber me of the 
affairs relating to the inheritance; by put- 
ting one way or other a final iſſue to 
them. I thank God I find in matters of 
a more difficult nature good effects of 
actiyity and relolution, I mean Bermu- 


da, 
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da, with which my hands are full, and 
which is in a fair way to thrive and flou- 
riſh in ſpite of all oppoſition, 


Ex. 7. Feb. 6, 1726. Iam in a fair way 
of having a very noble endowment for the 
college of Bermuda, though the late meet- 
ing of parliament, and the preparations of 
a fleet, &c. will delay the finiſhing things 
which depend in ſome meaſure on the 
parliament, and to which I have gained 
the conſent of the government, and in- 
deed of which I make no doubt ; but 


only the delay, it is to be feared, will 
make it impoſſible for me to ſet out this 


ſpring. One good effect of this, I hope, 


may be, that you will have diſembarraſ- 


| ſed yourſelf of all fort of buſineſs that 
may detain you here, and ſo be ready to 
go with us: in which caſe I may have 
ſomewhat to propoſe to you, that I be- 


lieve is of a kind agreeable to your in- 


clinations, and may be of conſiderable 
advantage to you. But you mult ſay no- 
thing of this to any one, nor of any one 


thing that I have now hinted concerning 


endowment, delay, going, &c, I have 
#1 heard 
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heard lately from Caldwell, who wrote 
to me on an affair in which it will not be 
in my power to do him any ſervice. I 
anſwered his letter, and mentioned ſome- 
what about Bermuda, with an overture 
for his being fellow there. I deſire you 
would diſcourſe him, as from yourſelf, on 
that ſubject, and let me know his thoughts 
and diſpoſitions towards engaging in that 
deſign. 


Ex. 8. March 15, 1726. I had once 
thought I ſhould be able to have ſet out 
for Bermuda this ſeaſon ; but his Majeſty's 
long ſtay abroad, the late meeting of 
parliament, and the preſent poſture of 
foreign affairs, taking up the thoughts 
both of miniſters and parliament, have 
poſtponed the ſettling of certain lands in 
St. Chriſtopher's on our college, ſo as to 
render the ſaid thoughts abortive. I have 
now my hands full of that buſineſs, and 
hope to ſee it ſoon ſettled to my wiſh. 
In the mean time, my attendance on this 
buſineſs renders it impoſſible for me to 
mind my private affairs. Your aſſiſtance, 
therefore, in them, will not only be a 

kind 
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kind ſervice to me, but alſo to the public 
weal of our college, which would very 
much ſuffer, if I. were obliged to leave 
this kingdom before I ſaw an endowment 
ſettled on it. For this reaſon I muſt de- 
pend upon you. 


Ex. 9. April 19, 1726. Laſt Saturday 
I ſent you the inſtrument, empowering 
you to ſet my deanry. It is at preſent my 
opinion, that matter had better be defer- 
ted till the charter of St. Paul's College 
hath got through the Houſe of Com- 
mons, who are now conſidering it. In 
ten days, at fartheſt, I hope to let you 
know the event hereof ; which, as it 
poſſibly may affect ſome circumſtance in 
the farming my ſaid deanry, is the occa- 
ſion of giving you this trouble for the 
preſent, when I am in the greateſt hurry 
of buſineſs I ever knew in my life, and 
have only time to add, that I am, &c. 


Ex. 10. May 12, 1726. After fix weeks 
ſtruggle againſt an earneſt oppoſition from 
different intereſts and motives, I have 
Oy carried my point, juſt as I de- 
ſired, 


* 8 ab a CS ASS. , "IF" l 2 
oh” AG GG di ve, ai - 


| 
| 
k 
| 
| 
: 
: 


76 2K ATCYT 2 Mc 


fired, in the Houſe of Commons, by an 
extraordinary majority, none having the 
confidence to ſpeak againſt it, and not 
above two giving their negatives, which 
was done in ſo low a voice, as if they 
themſelves were aſhamed of it. They 
were both conſiderable men in ſtocks in 
trade, and in the city: and, in truth, I 
have had more oppoſition from that ſort 
of men, and from- the governors and 
traders to America, than from any others. 
But God be praiſed, there is an end of 
all their narrow and mercantile views and 
endeavours, as well as of the jealouſies 
and ſuſpicions of others (ſome - whereof 
were very great men) who apprehended 
this college may produce an indepen- 
dency in America, or at leaſt leſſen its 
dependency upon England. Now I muſt 
tell you, that you have nothing to do but 
go on with farming my deanry, &c. ac- 
cording to the tenor of my former letter, 
which I ſuſpended, by a ſubſequent one, 


till I ſhould ſee the event of yeſterday, 


Ex. 11. Aug. 4, 1726. You mention- 
ed a friend of Synge's, who was defirous 
| | 5 
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to be one of our fellows. Pray let me 
know who he is, and the particulars of 
his character. There are many com- 
petitors, more than vacancies; and the 
fellowſhips are likely to be very good 


ones: ſo I would willingly ſee them well 
beſtowed. 


Ex. 12. Dec. 1, 1726. Bermuda is 
now on a better and ſurer foot than ever. 
After the addreſs of the Commons, and 
his Majeſty's moſt gracious anſwer, one 
would have thought all difficulties had 
been over. But much oppoſition hath 
been ſince raiſed (and that by very great 
men) to the deſign. As for the obſtacles 
thrown in my way by intereſted men, 
though there hath been much of that, I 
never regarded it, no more than the cla- 
mours and calumnies of ignorant miſ- 
taken people: but in good truth it was 
with much difficulty, and the peculiar 
bleſſing of God, that the point was carried 
maugre the ſtrong oppoſition in the cabinet 
council ; wherein, nevertheleſs, it hath 
of late been determined to go on with the 
grant purſuant to the addreſs of the 


Houſe 
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Houſe of Commons, and to give it all 


poſſible diſpatch. Accordingly his Ma- 


jeſty hath ordered the warrant for paſſing 
the ſaid grant to be drawn. The per- 
ſons appointed to contrive the draught of 
the warrant, are the ſolicitor general, 
baron Scroop of the treaſury, and my 
very good friend Mr. Hutcheſon. Vou 
muſt know, that in July laſt the lords of 
the treaſury had named commiſſioners 
for taking an eſtimate of the value and , 
quantity of the crown lands in St. Chrif- * 
topher's, and for receiving propoſals either 
for ſelling or farming the ſame, for the 
benefit of the public. Their report is 
not yet made; and the treaſury were of 


opinion, they could not make a grant to 
us till ſuch time as the whole were ſold 


or farmed purſuant to ſuch report. But 
the point I am now labouring is, to have 
it done without delay. And how this 
may be done without embarraſſing the 
treaſury in their after diſpofal of the 
whole lands, was this day the ſubject of 
a conference between the ſolicitor gene- 
ral, Mr. Hutcheſon, and myſelf. The 
method agreed on is, by a rent charge on 
the 
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the whole crown lands, redeemable on 
the crown's paying twenty thouſand 
pounds, for the uſe of the preſident and 
fellows of St. Paul's, and their ſucceſſors. 
Sir Robert Walpole hath ſignified, that 
he hath no objection to this method; 
and I doubt not baron Scroop -will agree 
to it : by which means the grant may be 
paſſed before the meeting of parliament ; 
after which we may prepare to ſet out on 
our voyage in April. I have unawares 
run into this long account, becauſe you 
deſired to know how the affair of Ber- 
muda ſtood at preſent. 


Ex. 13. Feb. 27, 1727. My going 
to Bermuda I cannot poſitively ſay when 
it will be. I have to do with very buſy 
people at a very buſy time, I hope ne- 
vertheleſs to have all that buſineſs com- 
pletely finiſhed in a few weeks. 


Ex. 14. April 11, 1727. Now I men- 
tion my coming to Ireland, I muſt ear- 
neſtly defire you by all means to keep 
this a ſecret from every individual crea- 
ture, I cannot juſtly ſay what time 

(probably 
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(probably ſome time next month) I ſhall 
be there, or. how long; but find it ne- 
ceſſary to be there to tranſact matters with 
one or two of my aſſociates, whom yet 
I would not have know of my coming 
till I am on the ſpot; and, for ſeveral 
reaſons, am determined to keep myſelf as 
ſecret and concealed as' poſſible all the 
time I am in Ireland. In order to this, 
J make it my requeſt, that you will hire 
for me an entire houſe, as neat and con- 
venient as you can get, ſomewhere with- 
in a mile of Dublin, for half a year. 
But what I principally deſire is, that 
it be in no town or village, but in ſome 
quiet, private place, out of the way of 
roads or ſtreet or obſervation. I would 
have it hired with neceſſary furniture for a 
kitchen, a couple of chambers, and a par- 
lour. At the ſame time, I muſt deſire you 
to hire an honeſt maid ſervant who can 
keep it clean, and dreſs a plain bit of meat: 
a man ſervant I ſhall bring with me. You 
may do all this either in your own name, 
or as for a friend of yours, one Mr. Brown 
(for that is the name I ſhall aſſume), and 


let me know it as ſoon as poſſible, There 
are 


— 
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are ſeveral little ſcattered houſes with 
gardens about Clontarf, Rathfarnham, 
&c. I remember particularly the old 
caſtle of Rathmines; and a little white 
houſe upon the hills by itſelf, beyond 
the old men's hoſpital ; likewiſe in the 
outgoings or fields about St. Kevin's, &c. 
In ſhort, in any ſnug private place with- 
in half a mile or a mile of town. I would 
have a bit of a garden to it, no matter 
what ſort, Mind this, and you will 
oblige your's. 


Ex. 15: May 20, 1927. I would by 
all means have a place ſecured for me 
by the end of June : it may be taken only 
for three months, I am, God be praiſed, 
very near concluding the crown grant to 
our college, having got over all difficul- 
ties and obſtructions, which were not a 
few. I conclude in great haſte your's. 


Ex. 16. June 13, 1727. Poor Cald- 
well's death I had heard of two or three 
poſts before I received your letters. Had 
he lived, his'life would not have been 
agreeable, He.was formed for retreat and 


G ſtudy; 


[ 
| 
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ſtudy; but of late was grown fond of the 
world, and getting into buſineſs. — A 
houſe between Dublin and Drumcondra I 
can by no means approve of: the ſitu- 
ation is too public, and what I chiefly 
regard is privacy. I like the ſituation of 
Lord's houſe much better, and have only 
one objection to it, which is your ſaying 
he intends to uſe ſome part of it him- 
ſelf: for this would be inconſiſtent with 
my view of being quite concealed : and - 
the more ſo, becauſe Lord knows me; 
which, of all things, is what I would 
avoid. His houſe and price would ſuit 
me. If you can get ſuch another quite 
to myſelf, ſnug, private, and clean, with 
a ſtable, I ſhall not matter whether it 
be painted or no, or how it 1s furniſhed, 
provided it be clean and warm, I aim 
at nothing magnificent or grand (as you 
term it) which might probably defeat my 
purpoſe of continuing concealed. | 


Ex. 17. . June 15, 1727. Yeſterday 
we had an account of King George's 
death. This day King George II. was 
proclaimed, All the world here are in a 


hurry, 
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hurry, and I as much as any body, our 
grant being defeated by the King's dying 
before the broad ſeal was annexed to it, in 
order to which it was paſſing through the 
offices. I have /a mer d boire again. You 
ſhall hear from me when I know more. At 
preſent I am at a loſs what courſe to take. 


Ex. 17. June 27, 1727. In a former 
letter I gave you to know, that my affairs 
were unravelled by the death of his Ma- 
jeſty. I am now beginning on a new 
foot, and with good hopes of ſucceſs. 
The warrant for our grant had been 
ſigned by the King, counterſigned by the 
lords of the treaſury, and paſſed the at- 
torney general: here it ſtood, when the 
expreſs came of the King's death. A 
new warrant is now preparing, which 
muſt be ſigned by his preſent Majeſty, in 
order to a patent's paſſing the broad ſeal. 
As ſoon as this affair is finiſhed, I pro- 
poſe going to Ireland. 


Ex. 18. July 6, 1727. I have obtained 

a new warrant for a grant, ſigned by his 
preſent Majeſty, contrary to the expecta- 
n tions 
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tions of my friends, who thought nothing 
could be expected of that kind in this 
great hurry of buſineſs. As ſoon as this 
grant, which is of the ſame import with 
that begun by his late Majeſty, hath 
paſſed the offices and ſeals, 1 propoſe to 
execute my deſign of going to Ireland. 


Ex. 19. July 21, 1727. My grant is 
now got further than where it was at the 
time of the King's death. Iam in hopes 
the broad ſeal will ſoon be put to it, what 
remains to be done, in order thereto, be- 
ing only matter of form: ſo that I pro- 
poſe ſetting out from hence in a fort- 
night's time. When I ſet out, I ſhall 
write at the ſame time, to tell you of it. 
I know not whether I ſhall ſtay longer 
than a month on that ſide of the water : 
I am ſure I ſhall not want the country 
lodging, I defired you to procure, for a 
longer time. Do not, therefore, take it 
for more than a month, if that can be 
done. I remember certain remote ſub- 
urbs, called Pimlico and Dolphin's Barn; 
but know not whereabout they lie.” If ei- 
ther of them be ſituate in a private pleaſant 


place, 


TY 
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place, and airy, near the fields, I ſhould 
therein like a firſt floor in a clean houſe 
(I defire no more); and it would be bet- 
ter if there was a bit of a garden, where 
I had the liberty to walk. This I men- 
tion, in caſe my former deſire cannot be 
conveniently anſwered for ſo ſhort a 
time as a month ; and, if I may Judge 
at this diſtance, thoſe places ſeem as pri- 
vate as a houſe in the country. For you 
muſt know, what I chiefly aim at is 
ſecrecy, This makes me uneaſy, to find 


that there hath been a report ſpread . 
among ſome of my friends in Dublin, of 


my deſigning to go over. I cannot ac- 
count for this, believing, after the pre- 
cautions I had given you, that you would 
not mention it, directly or e to 
any mortal. A 


Ex. 20. Feb. 20, 1728. I need not 
repeat to you what I told you here of 
the neceſſity there is for my raiſing all 


the money poſſible againſt my voyage; 


which, God willing, I-ſhall begin in 
May, whatever you may. hear ſuggeſted 


to the contrary ; though you need not 


G 3 mention 


| 
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mention this. I propoſe to ſet out for 
Dublin about a month hence: but of 
this you mult not give the leaſt intima- 
tion to any body. I beg the favour of 
you to look out at leiſure a convenient 
lodging for me in or about Church- 
ſtreet, or ſuch other place as you ſhall 
think the moſt retired. I do not deſign 
to be known when 1 am in Ireland. 


Ex. 21. April 6, 1728. I have been 
detained from my journey, partly in ex- 
pectation of Dr. Clayton's coming, who 
was doing buſineſs in Lancaſhire, and 


partly in reſpect to the exceſſive rains. The 
Doctor hath been ſeveral days in town, 


and we have had ſo much rain, that pro- 
bably it will be ſoon over. I am, there- 
fore, daily expecting to ſet out, all things 
being provided. Now it is, of all things, 
my earneſt deſire (and for very good rea- 
ſons) not to have it known that I am 
in Dublin. Speak not, therefore, one 
ſyllable of it to any mortal whatſoever. 
When 1 formerly deſired you to take a 
place for me near the town, you gave 

out, that you Were looking for a retired 


lodging 
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lodging for a friend of your's; upon 
which every body ſurmiſed me to be the 
perſon. I muſt beg you not to act in 
the like manner now; but to take for me 
an entire houſe in your own name, and 
as for yourſelf : for, all things conſider- 
ed, I am determined upon a whole houſe, 
with no mortal in it but a maid of your 
own putting, who is to look on herſelf 
as your ſervant. Let there be two bed- 
chambers ; one for you, another for me; 
and, as you like, you may ever and anon 
lie there. I would have the houſe, with 
neceſſary furniture, taken by the month 
(or otherwiſe, as you can); for I pur- 
poſe ſtaying not beyond that time: and 
yet, perhaps, I may. Take it as ſoon 
as poſſible, and never think of ſaving a 
week's hire, by leaving it to do when I 
am there. Dr. Clayton thinks (and 1 
am of the ſame opinion) that a conye- 
nient place may be found in the further 
end of Great Britain-ſtreet, or Balli- 
bough-bridge — by all means beyond 
Thomſon's, the Fellow's. Let me en- 
treat you to ſay nothing of this to any 
body ; but to do the thing directly. In 

| WW. - 7-28 - 
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this affair I conſider convenience more 
than expence ; and would, of all things, 
(coſt what it will) have hgh 74 
in a retired ſituation, where 
acceſs to fields and lebt air, provided 
againſt the moment I arrive. I am in- 
clined to think, one may be better con- 
cealed in the outermoſt ſkirt of the ſub- 
urbs than in the country, or within the 
town : wherefore, if you cannot be ac- 
commodated where I mention, enquire in 
ſome other ſkirt or remote ſuburb. A 
houſe quite detached, in the country, I 
ſhould have no objeQion to, provided 
you judge, that I ſhall not be liable to 
diſcovery in it. The place called Ber- 
muda J am utterly againſt, Dear Tom, 
do this matter cleanly and cleverly, with- 
out waiting for further advice. You ſee 
Jam willing to run the riſk of the ex- 
pence. To the perſon from whom you 
hire it (hom alone I would have you 
ſpeak of it to) it will- not ſeem firange 
you ſhould at this time of the year be 
deſirous, for your own convenience or 
health, to have a place in a free and open . 
air. If you cannot get a houſe, without 
taking 


7 


* 
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taking it for a longer time than a month, 
take it at ſuch the ſhorteſt time it can be 
let for, with agreement for further conti- 
nuing, in caſe there be occaſtion.—Mr. 
Madden, who witneſſes the letter of attor- 
ney, is now going to Ireland. He is a 


clergyman, and man of eſtate in the north 
of Ireland. 


Ex. 22. Graveſend, Sept. 5, 1728. 
To-morrow, with God's bleſſing, I ſet 
ſail for Rhode Ifland, with my wife and 

a friend of her's, my Lady Hancock's 
te who bears us company. Tam 
married, ſince I ſaw you, to Miſs Forſter, 
daughter of the late chief juſtice, whoſe 
humour and turn of mind pleaſes me be- 
yond any thing I knew in her whole ſex. 
Mr. James, Mr. Dalton, and Mr. Smi- 
lert, go with us on this voyage: we 
are now all together at Graveſend, and 
engaged in one view. When my next 
rents are paid, I muſt defire you to en- 
quire for my couſin, Richard Berkeley *, 

| 1 who 


* This act of goodneſs to a poor relation, being a 
matter altogether of a private nature, the editor was 
; not 


* 
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who was bred a public notary, (I ſuppoſe 
he may by that time be out of his ap- 
prenticeſhip), and give him 20 moidores, 
as a preſent from me, towards helping 
him on his beginning the world. I be- 
lieve I ſhall have occaſion for 600 J. 
Engliſh before this year's income is paid 
by the farmers of my deanry : I muſt, 
therefore, deſire you to ſpeak to Meſſrs. 
Swift, &c. to give me credit for ſaid 
fum in London about three months 
hence, in caſe I have occaſion to draw 
for it, and I ſhall willingly pay their 
cuſtomary intereſt for the fame, till the 
farmers pay it to them ; which, I hope, 
you will order punctually to be done by 
the firſt of June. Direct for me in Rhode 
Iſland, and encloſe your letter in a cover 


not ſure, whether he ought to have communicated it 
to the public. Certainly it is not given as an un- 
common feature in our Author's character, that he 
ſhould be liberal to his relations: his letters furniſh 
many proofs of his generoſity. But the reader will 
be pleaſed to recollect the time when this young 
man's wants were attended to—the whole ſoul of the 
Bermuda projector on the ſtretch to attain what, 
after ſo many obſtructions, ſeemed at laſt to be with- 
in his graſp. 

to 
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to Thomas Corbet, Eſq; at the Admiralty 
Office in London, who will always for- 
ward my letters by the firſt opportunity. 
Adieu: I write in great haſte, A copy 
of my charter was ſent to Dr. Ward by 
Dr. Clayton: if it be not arrived, when 
you go to London, write, out of the char- 


ter, the clauſe relating to my abſence. 
Adieu once more. 


Ex. 23. Newport, in Rhode Iſland, 
April 24, 1729. I can by this time fay 
ſomething to you, from my own experi- 
ence, of this place and people. The inha- 
| bitants are of a mixed kind, conſiſting of 
many ſeats and ſubdiviſions of ſects. 
Here are four ſorts of Anabaptiſts, beſides 
Preſbyterians, Quakers, Independents, and 
many of no profeſſion at all. Notwith- 
ſtanding ſo many differences, here are 
fewer quarrels about religion than elſe- 
where, the people living peaceably with 
their neighbours, of whatſoever perſua- 
- ſton, They all agree in one point, that 
the church of England is the ſecond-beſt, 
'The climate is like that of Italy, and not 
at all colder in the winter than I have 


known 
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known it every - where north of Rome, 
The ſpring is late : but, to make amends, 
they aſſure me the autumns are the fineſt 
and longeſt in the world; and the ſum- 
mers are much pleafanter than thoſe of 
Italy, by all accounts, foraſmuch as the 
graſs continues green, which it doth 
not there. This ifland is pleaſantly 
laid out in hills and vales and riſing 
grounds; hath plenty of excellent ſprings 
and fine rivulets, and many delightful 
landſcapes of rocks and promontories, 
and adjacent lands. The proviſions are 
very good; ſo are the fruits, which 
are quite neglected, though vines fprout 
up of themſelves to an extraordinary 
ſize, and ſeem as natural to this ſoil as 
to any I ever ſaw. The town of New- 
port contains about fix thouſand ſouls, 
and is the moſt thriving flouriſhing place 
in all America, for its bigneſs. It is very 
pretty, and pleaſantly fituated. I was 
never more agreeably ſurprized than at 
the firſt ſight of the town and its harbour, 
I could give you ſome hints that may be 
of uſe to you, if you were diſpoſed to take 


advice; but, of all men in the world, I 
| never 
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never found encouragement to give you 
any.— I have heard nothing from you, or 
any of my friends in England or Ireland, 
which makes me ſuſpe& my letters were 
in one of the veſſels that were wrecked. 
I write in great haſte, and have no time 
to ſay a word to my brother Robin: let 
him know we are in good health. Take 
care that my draughts are duly honoured, 
which is of the greateſt importance to my 
credit here; and, if I can ſerve you in 
theſe parts, you may command your's, 
&C. 


Ex. 24. Newport, in Rhode Iſland, 
June 12, 1729. Being informed that an 
inhabitant of this country is on the point 
of going for Ireland, I would not omit 
writing to you. The winter, it muſt be 
allowed, was much ſharper than the uſual 
winters in Ireland, but not at all ſharper 
than I have known them in Italy. To 
make amends, the ſummer is exceeding 
_ delightful : and, if the ſpring begins late, 
the autumn ends proportionably later than 
with you, and is ſaid to be the fineſt in the 
world, I ſnatch this moment to write; 


and 
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and have time only to add, that I have got 
a ſon, who, I thank God, is likely to live. 
II find, it hath been reported in Ireland, 
that we purpoſe ſettling here: I muſt de- 
fire you to diſcountenance any ſuch re- 
port. The truth is, if the King's bounty 
were paid in, and the charter could be re- 
moved hither, I ſhould like it better than 
Bermuda. But if this were mentioned 
before the payment of ſaid money, it 
might perhaps hinder it, and defeat all 
our deſigns. As to what you ſay of Ha- 
milton's propoſal, I can only anſwer at 
preſent by a queſtion, viz. Whether it be 
poſſible for me, in my abſence, to be put 
in poſſeſſion of the deanry of Dromore ? 
Deſire him to make that point clear, and 
you ſhall hear further from me. | 


Ex. 25. Rhode Iſland, March , 1730. 
My ſituation hath been ſo uncertain, and. 
is like to continue ſo, till I am clear about 
the Teceipt of his Majeſty's' bounty, and, 
in conſequence. thereof, of the determina- 
tion of my aſſociates, that you are not to 
wonder at my having given no categori- 
cal anſwer to the propoſal you made in 

| | relation 
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relation to Hamilton's deanry, which his 
death hath put an end to. If I had re- 
turned, I ſhould perhaps have been under 
ſome temptation to have changed : but 
as my deſign ſtill continues to wait the 
event, and go to Bermuda as ſoon as I can 
get aſſociates and money, which my 
friends are now ſoliciting in London, I 
ſhall in ſuch caſe perſiſt in my firſt reſo- 
lution, of not holding any deanry beyond 
the limited time.— I live here upon land 
that I have purchaſed, and in a farm- 
houſe that I have built in this iſland : it 
is fit for cows and ſheep, and may be of 
good uſe in ſupplying our college at 
Bermuda. Among my delays and diſap- 
pointments, I thank God I have two do- 
meſtic comforts that are very agreeable, 
my wife and my little ſon; both which 
exceed my expectations, and fully anſwer 
all my wiſhes. - Meſſrs. James, Dalton, 


and Smilert, &c. are at Boſton, and have 
been there theſe four months. My wife 


and I abide by Rhode Iſland, preferring 
quiet and ſolitude to the noiſe of a great 


town, notwithſtanding all the ſolicitations 
that have been uſed to draw us thither.— 


N 
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I have defired Mac Manus, in a letter to 
Dr. Ward, to allow twenty pounds per 
ann. for me towards the poor-houſe now 
on foot for clergymen's widows in the 


dioceſe of Derry. 


Ex. 26. Rhode Iſland, May 7, 1730. 
Laſt week I received a packet from you, 
by the way of Philadelphia, the poſtage 
whereof amounted to above four pounds 
of this country money. I thank you for 
the encloſed pamphlet *, which, in the 
main, I think very ſeaſonable and uſeful. 
It ſeems to me, that, in computing the 
ſum total of the loſs by abſentees, you 
have extended ſome. articles beyond their 
due proportion — e. g. when you charge 
the whole income of occaſional abſentees 
in the third claſs: and that you have 
charged ſome articles twice—e. g. when 
you make diſtinct articles for law-ſuits, 
goool. and for attendance on employ= 
ments, and other buſineſs, 8000/7. both 
which ſeem "ay u e in the third 


Mr. Prior's $ ideal Lift f the aue, of 
Tale, publiſhed i in 1729. 
claſs, 
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claſs. The tax you propoſe ſeems very 
reaſonable, and I wiſh it may take effect, 
for the good of the kingdom, which will 
be obliged to you if it can be brought 
about. That it would be the intereſt of 
England to allow a free trade to Ireland 
] have been thoroughly convinced, ever 
ſince my being in Italy, and talking with 
the merchants there; and have upon all 
occaſions endeavoured to convince Eng- 
liſh gentlemen thereof, and have con- 
vinced ſome, both in and out of parlia- 
ment; and I remember to have diſcourſed 
with you at large upon the ſubje& when I 
was laſt in Dublin. Your hints for ſet- 
ting up new manufactures ſeem reaſon- 
able; but the ſpirit of projecting is low 
in Ireland. —Now, as to my own affair, I 
muſt tell you, I have no intention of 
continuing in theſe parts, but in order to 
ſettle the college his Majeſty hath begn 
pleaſed to found in Bermuda: and I want 
only the payment of the King's grant to 
tranſport myſelf and family thither, I 
am , now employing the - intereſt of my 
friends in England for that purpoſe; and 
I have wrote in the moſt preſſing manner, 
-—*- either 
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I have deſired Mac Manus, in a letter to 
Dr. Ward, to allow twenty pounds per 
ann. for me towards the poor-houſe now 
on foot for clergymen's widows in the 


dioceſe of Derry. 


Ex. 26. Rhode Ifland, May 7, 1730. 
Laſt week I received a packet from you, 
by the way of Philadelphia, the poſtage 
whereof amounted to above four pounds 
of this country money. I thank you for 
the encloſed pamphlet *, which, in the 
main, I think very ſeaſonable and uſeful. 
It ſeems to me, that, in computing the 
ſum total of the loſs by abſentees, you 
have extended ſome articles beyond their 
due proportion — e. g. when you charge 
the whole income of occaſional abſentees 
in the third claſs: and that you have 
charged ſome articles twice — e. g. when 
you make diſtinct articles for law- ſuits, 
goool. and for attendance on employ- 
ments, and other buſineſs, 8000. both 


which ſeem already charged in the third 


* Mr. Prior's celebrated Lift of the Abſentees of 
Ireland, publiſhed in 1729. | 
claſs. 
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claſs. The tax you propoſe ſeems very 
reaſonable, and I wiſh it may take effect, 
for the good of the kingdom, which will 
be obliged to you if it can be brought 
about. That it would be the intereſt of 
England to allow a free trade to Ireland 
I have been thoroughly convinced, ever 
ſince my being in Italy, and talking with 
the merchants there; and have upon all 
occaſions endeavoured to convince Eng- 
liſh gentlemen thereof, and have con- 
vinced ſome, both in and out of parlia- 
ment ; and I remember to have diſcourſed 
with you at large upon the ſubject when I 
was laſt in Dublin. Your hints for ſet- 
ting up new manufactures ſeem reaſon- 
able; but the ſpirit of projecting is low 
in Ireland. Now, as to my own affair, I 
muſt tell you, I have no intention of 
continuing in theſe parts, but in order to 
ſettle the college his Majeſty hath been 
pleaſed to found in Bermuda: and I want 
only the payment of the King's grant to 


tranſport myſelf and family thither, I 


am now employing the intereſt of my 
friends in England for that purpoſe; and 
I have wrote in the molt preſſing manner, 

H cither 


[ 
| 
| 
| 
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either to get the money paid, or at leaſt 
ſuch an authentic anſwer as I may count 
upon, and may direct me what courſe I 
am to take. Dr. Clayton indeed hath 
wrote me word, that he hath been in- 
formed by a very good friend of mine, 
who had it from a very great man, that 
the money will not be paid : but I can- 
not think a hearſay, at ſecond or third 
hind, to be a proper anſwer for me to act 
upon. I have therefore ſuggeſted to the 
Doctor, that it might be proper for him 
to go himſelf to the Treaſury with the 
tetters patent, containing the grant in his 
hands, and there make his demand in 
form. I have alſo wrote to others to uſe 
their intereſt at court; though indeed one 
would have theught all ſolicitation at an 
end, when once I had obtained a grant 
under his Majeſty's hand, and the broad 
ſeal of England. As to my own going to 
London, and ſoliciting in perſon, I think 
it reaſonable firſt to fee what my friends 
can do; and the rather, becauſe I ſhall 
have ſmall hopes that my ſolicitation will 
be regarded more than theirs. Be aſſured, 
I long to know the upſhot of this matter ; 


and 
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and that, upon an explicit refuſal, I am 
determined to return home; and that it 
is not at all in my thoughts to continue 
abroad and hold my deanry, It is well 
known to many conſiderable perſons in 
England, that I might have had a diſpen- 
ſation for holding it in my abſence during 
life, and that, I was much preſſed to it; 
but I reſolutely declined it: and if our 
college had taken place as ſoon as I once 
hoped it would, I ſhould have reſigned 
before this time. A little after my com- 
ing to this ifland, I entertained ſome 
thoughts of applying to his Majeſty 
(when Dr. Clayton had received the 
20,000 J.) to tranſlate our college hither; 
but have ſince ſeen caule to lay aſide all 
thoughts of that matter. I do aſſure 
you, bond fide, that I have no intention 
to ſtay here longer than I can get an au- 
thentic anſwer from the government, 
which I have all the reaſon in the world 
to expect this ſummer; for, upon all 
private accounts, I ſhould like Derry bet- 


ter than New England. As to my being 


in this iſland, I think I have already in- 
formed you that I have been at very great 
| H 2 expence 
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expence in purchaſing land and ſtock 
here, which might ſupply the defects of 
Bermuda in yielding thoſe proviſions to 
our college, the want of which was made 
a principal objection againſt its ſituation 
in that iſland. To conclude: as I am 
here in order to execute a deſign addreſſed 
for by parliament, and ſet on foot by his 
_ Majeſty's royal charter, I think myſelf 
obliged to wait the event, whatever courſe 
is taken in Ireland about my deanry. I 
have wrote to both the biſhops of Raphoe 
and Derry; but letters, it ſeems, are of 
uncertain paſſage: your laſt was half a 
year in coming ; and I have had ſome a 
year after their date, though often in two 
or three months, and ſometimes leſs. I 
muſt deſire you to preſent my duty to both 
their lordſhips, and acquaint them with 
what I have now wrote to you, in anſwer 
to the kind meſſage from my lord biſhop 
of Derry, conveyed by your hands ; for 
which pray return my humble thanks to 
his lordſhip. My wife gives her ſervice 
to you: ſhe hath been lately ill of a miſ- 
carriage, but is now, I thank God, reco- 


vered. Our little ſon is great joy to us: 
2 We 
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we are ſuch fools as to think him the moſt 
perfect thing in its kind that we ever 
ſaw. 


Ex. 27. Newport, july 20, 1730. 


Since my laſt, of May 7, I have not had 
one line from the perſons to whom I had 
wrote to make the laſt inſtances for the 
20,000/, This I impute to an accident 
that we hear happened to a man of war, as 
it was coming down the river, bound for 
Boſton, where it was expected ſome 
months ago, and is now daily looked for 
with the new governor. The news-papers 
of laſt February mentioned Dr. Clayton's 
being made biſhop. I wiſh him joy of 
his preferment, fince I doubt we are not 
likely to ſee him in this part of the 
world. 


The ſettlement of affairs with his fellow 
executor Mr. Marſhal, with a Mr. Partin- 


ton Vanhomrigh, and with the creditors of 


Mrs. Eftber Vanhomrigh in London, in- 
volved our Author in à great deal of trouble 
for near four years. His letters to Mr. 
T. Prior, are full of this buſineſs, which can- 
H 3 nat 
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not at this day be intereſting to any body. Ii 
7s thought proper, however, to ſubjoin a few 
extracts from them, as a proof how ſtrongly 
he felt this embarraſſment in the midſt of his 
Bermuda project. 


Ex. 28. London, Dec. 8, 1724. Pro- 
vided you bring my affair with Partinton 
to a complete iſſue before Chriſtmas-day 
come twelvemonth, by reference or other- 
wiſe, that I may have my dividend, what- 
ever it is, clear, I do hereby promiſe you 
to increaſe the premium I promiſed you 
before, by its fifth part, whatever it a- 
mounts to. 


Ex. 29. July 20, 1725. Our South 
Sea ſtock is confirmed to be what I already 
informed you, 880 J. ſomewhat more or 
leſs. But before you get Partinton and 
Marſhal to ſign the letters of attorney, or 
make the probates, nay, before you tell 
them of the value of the ſubſcribed annu- 
ities, you ſhould by all means, in my opi- 
nion, inſiſt, carry, and ſecure, two points: 
firſt, that Partinton ſhould conſent to a 
partition of this ſtock, &c. which I be- 
| | lieve 
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licve he cannot deny: ſecondly, that Mar- 
ſhal ſhould engage not to touch one penny 
of it till all debts on this fide the water 
are ſatisfied. I even defire you would 
take advice, and legally ſecure it in ſuch 
fort that he may not touch it if he would, 
till the ſaid debts are paid. It would be 
the wrongeſt thing in the world, and 
give me the greateſt pain poſſible, to think 
we did not adminiſter in the juſteit ſenſe, 
Whatever, therefore, appears to be due, 
let it be inſtantly paid : here 1s money 
ſufficient to do it. I muſt, therefore, en- 
treat you once for all, to clear up and 
agree with Martha] what is due, and then 
make an end, by paying that which it is a 
ſhame was not paid ſooner. For God's 
fake adjuſt, finiſh, conclude, any way with 
Partinton; for at the rate we have gone 
on theſe two years, we may go on twenty. 
In your next let me know what you have 
propoſed to him and Marſhal, and how 
they reliſh it. I hoped to have been in 
Dublin by this time; but buſineſs grows 
out of buſineſs, —P. S. Bermuda proſpers. 


Ex. 30. Oct. 16, 1725. I beg you will 
Joſe no more time, but take proper me- 
H 4 thods 
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thods out of hand for ſelling the S. 8. 
ſtock and annuities. I have very good 
reaſon to apprehend they will ſink in 
their value; and deſire you to let Van- 
homrigh Partinton, and Mr. Marſhal, 
know as much. The leſs there is to 
be expected from them, the more I muſt 
hope from you. I know not how to move 
them at this diſtance, but by you ; and if 
what I have already ſaid will not do, I 
profeſs myſelf to be at a loſs for words 
to move you. You have told me Par- 
tinton was willing to refer matters to an 
arbitration, but not of lawyers ; and that 
Marſhal would refer them only to law- 
yers, For my part, rather than fail, I am 
for referring them to any honeſt knowing 
perſon or perſons, whether lawyers or not 
lawyers; and if M. will not come into this, 
I defire you will do all you can to oblige 
him, either by perſuaſion or otherwiſe : 
particularly repreſent to him my reſolution 
of going (with God's bleſſing), in April 
next, to Bermuda, which will probably 
make it his intereſt to compromiſe matters 
out of hand. But if he will not, agree, if 
poſſible, with P. to force him to com- 
pliance jn putting an end to our diſputes. 

Ex, 31. 
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Ex. 31. Dec. 2, 1725. I muſt repeat 
to you, that I earneſtly wiſh to ſee things 
brought to ſome concluſion with Partin- 
ton. Dear Tom, it requuies ſome ad- 
dreſs, diligence, and management, to 
bring buſineſs of this kind to an ifſue ; 
which ſhould not ſeem imp -flible, con- 
ſidering it can be none of our intereſts 
to ſpend our lives and ſubſtance in law. 
I am willing to refer things to an arbitra- 
tion, even not of lawyers. Pray puſh this 
point, and let me hear from you upon it. 


Ex. 32. Dec. 11, 1725. It is now near 
three months ſince I told you there were 
ſtrong reaſons for haſte [in ſelling the 
S. S. ſtock]; and theſe reaſons grow every 
moment ſtronger. I need fay no more; 
I can ſay no more to you. 


Ex. 33. Dec. 30, 1725. I am exceed- 
ingly plagued by theſe creditors, and am 
quite tired and aſhamed of repeating the 
ſame anſwer to them, That I expect every 
poſt to hear what Mr. Marihal and you 
think of their pretenſions; and that then 
they ſhall be paid, It is now a full twelve- 

£7 | month 
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month that I have been expeCting to hear 
from you on this head, and expecting in 
vain. I ſhall therefore expect no longer, 
nor hope nor deſire to know what Mr. 
Marſhal thinks, but only what you think, 
or what appears to you by Mrs. Van- 
homrigh's papers and accounts. This is 
what ſolely depends on you, what I ſued 
for ſeveral months ago, and what you 
promiſed to ſend me an account of long 
before this time. 


Ex. 34. Jan. 20, 1726. I am worried 
to death by creditors : I fee nothing done, 
neither towards clearing their accounts, 
nor ſettling the effects here, nor finiſh- 
ing affairs with Partinton. I am at an 
end of my patience, and almoſt of my 
wits. My concluſion is, not to wait a 
moment longer for Marſhal, nor to have 
(if poſſible) any further regard to him, 
but to ſettle all things without him, and 
whether he will or no. How far this is 
practicable, you will know by conſulting 
an. able lawyer. I have ſome confuſed 
notion, that one executor may act by 
himſelf; but how far, and in what caſe, 


7 you 
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you will thoroughly be informed. It is an 
infinite ſhame, that the debts here are not 
cleared up and paid. I haye borne the 
ſhock and importunity of creditors above 
a twelvemonth, and am never the nearer 
— have nothing new to ſay to them: 
judge you what I feel. But I have already 
ſaid all that can be ſaid on this head. It is 
alſo no ſmall diſappointment, to find that 
we have been ncar three vears doing no- 
thing with reſpect to bringing things to 
a concluſion with Partinton. Is there 
no way of making a ſeparate agreement 
with him ? Is there no way of prevailing 
with him to conſent to the ſale of the 
reverſion ? Let me entreat you to proceed 
with a little management and diſpatch in 
theſe matters, and inform yourſelf parti- 
cularly, whether I may not come to a re- 
ference or arbitration with P. even though 
M. ſhould be againſt it? whether I may 
not take ſteps that may compel M. to an 
agreement? what is the practiſed method, 
when one of two executors is negligent 
or unreaſonable ? in a word, whether an 
end may not be put to theſe matters one 
way or other? I do not doubt your ſkill : 

I only 
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I only wiſh yon were as active to ſerve an 
old friend, as I ſhould be in any affair of 
your's that lay in my power. 


Ex. 35. Sept. 3, 1726. I muſt defire 
you to ſend me, in a letter, a full ſtate of 
the particulars of our pretenſions upon 
Partinton, that I may have a view of the 
ſeveral emoluments expected from this 
ſuit, and the grounds of ſuch expectation, 
theſe affairs being at preſent a little out 
of my thoughts; that ſo, having conſider- 
ed the whole, I may take advice here, and 
write thereupon to Marſhal, in order to 
terminate that affair this winter, if poſſi- 
ble. It is worth while to exert for once, 
If this be done, the whole partition may 
be made, and your ſhare diſtintly known 
and paid you between this and Chriſt- 
mas. But I know it cannot be done un- 
leſs you exert. As for M. I had, from 
the beginning, no opinion of him, no 
more than you have ; otherwiſe I ſhould 
not have troubled any body elſe. 


Ex. 36. Nov. 12, 1726. I have writ 
to you often for certain eclairciſlements, 


which 
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which are abſolutely neceſſary to ſettle 
matters with the creditors, who impor- 
tune me to death, You have no notion 
of the miſery I have undergone, and do 
daily undergo on that account. — For 
God's ſake diſembrangle theſe matters, 
that I may once be at eaſe to mind my 
other affairs of the college, which are 
enough to employ ten perſons. I will not 
repeat what I have ſaid in my former 
letters, but hope for your anſwer to all 
the points contained in them, and ium- 
mediately to what relates to diſpatching 
the creditors. I propoſe to make a pur- 
chaſe of land (which 1s very dear) in 
Bermuda, upon my firſt going thither ; 
for which, and for other occaſions, I (hall 
want all the money I can poſſibly raiſe 
againſt my voyage. For this purpoſe it 
would be a mighty ſervice to me, if the 
affairs with P. were adjuſted this winter 
by reference or compromiſe. The ſtate 
of all that buſineſs, which I defired you 
to ſend me, I do now again earneſtly de- 
fire. What is doing, or has been done, 
in that matter? Can von contrive no 
way for bringing P. to an immediate ſale 


of 
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of the remaining lands? What is your 
opinion and advice upon the whole ? 
What proſpect can I have, if I leave 
things at fixes and ſevens, when I go to 
another world, ſeeing all my remon- 
ſtrances, even now that I am near at 
hand, are to no purpoſe ? I know money 
is at preſent at a very high foot of ex- 
change. I ſhall therefore wait a little, in 
hopes it may become lower: but it will, 
at all events, be neceſlary to draw over 
my money. I have ſpent here a matter 
of {ix hundred pounds more than you 
know of, for which I have not yet drawn 
over. I had ſome other points to ſpeak to, 
but am cut thort. 


Ex. 37. Dec. 1, 1726. I have lately 
received ſeveral letters of your's, which 
have given me a good deal of light with 
reſpect to Mrs. Vanhomrigh's affairs. But 
I am ſo much employed on the buſineſs 
of Bermuda, that I have hardly time to 
mind any thing elſe, I ſhall nevertheleſs 
ſnatch the preſent moment to write you 
ſhort anſwers to the queries you propoſe. 
As to Bermuda, it is now, &c, | See above, 
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Ex. 12.] You alſo deſire I would ſpeak 
to Ned. You muſt know, Ned hath part- 
ed from me ever ſince the beginning of 
laſt July. I allowed him fix ſhillings a 
week, beſide his annual wages ; and, be- 
fide, an entire livery, I gaye him old 
cloaths, which he made a penny of. But 
the creature grew idle and worthleſs to a 
prodigious degree: he was almoſt con- 
{tantly out of the way ; and when I told 
him of it, he uſed to give me warning. 
J bore with this behaviour about nine 
months, and iet him know I did it in 
compaſſion to him, and in hopes he would 
mend : but finding no hopes of this, I 
was forced at laſt to diſcharge him, and 
take another, who 1s as diligent as he was 
negligent. When he parted from me, I 
paid him between fix and ſeven pound 
which was due to him, and likewiſe gave 
him money to bear his charges to Ireland, 
 whither he ſaid he was going. I met him 
tother day in the ſtreet ; and aſking why 
he was not gone to Ireland to his wife 
and child ? he made anſwer, that he had 
neither wife nor child. He got, it ſeems, 
into another ſervice when he left me, 

but 
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but continued only a fortnight in it. The 
fellow is filly to an incredible degree, and 
ſpoiled by good uſage.——lI ſhall take care 
the pictures be ſold in an auction. Mr. 
Smilert, whom I know to be a very honeſt 
ſkilful perſon in his profeſſion, will ſee 
them put into an auction at the proper 
time, which he tells me is not till the 
town fills with company, about the meet- 
ing of parliament.—I remember to have 
told you, I could know more of matters 
here than perhaps people generally do. 
You thought we did wrong to ſell : but 
the ſtocks are fallen, and depend upon it 
they will fall lower. 


After our Author's return to Europe, the 
correſpondence was renewed with Mr. Prior. 
—The following extracts will continue Dr. 
Berkeley's hiftory to a late period of Bis life. 


Ex. 38. Green-ſtreet, March 13, 1733. 

I thank you for the account you ſent me 
of the houſe, &c. on Arbor-hill. I ap- 
prove of that and the terms: ſo you will 
fix the agreement for this year to come 
(according to the tenor of your letter) 
with 
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with Mr. Leſly, to whom my humble 
ſervice. I remember one of that name, a 
good ſort of man, a claſs or two below 
me in the college. I am willing to pay for 
the whole year commencing from the 
25th inſt. but cannot take the furniture, 
&c. into my charge till I go over, which 
I truly propoſe to do as ſoon as my wife 
is able to travel. She expects to be 
brought to bed in two months; and, 
having had two miſcarriages, one of 
which ſhe was extremely ill of, in Rhode 
Ifland, ſhe cannot venture to ſtir before 
ſhe is delivered. This circumſtance, not 
foreſeen, occaſions an unexpected delay, 
putting off to ſummer the journey I pro- 
poſed to take in ſpring. I hope our af- 
fair with Partinton will be finiſhed this 
term. We are here on the eve of great 
events, to-morrow being the day appoint- 
ed for a pitched battle in the Houſe of 
Commons. 


Ex. 39. March 27, 1733. This comes 
to deſire you will exert yourſelf on a 
public account; which, you know, is 
acting in your proper ſphere, It has 

I been 
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been repreſented here, that in certain 
parts of the kingdom of Ireland, juſtice 
is much obſtructed for the want of 
juſtices of the peace, which is only to 
be remedicd by taking in Diſſenters. A 
great man hath ſpoke to me on this 
point. I told him the view of this was 
plain; and that, in order to facilitate this 
view, I ſuſpected the account was invent- 
ed, for that I did not think it true. De- 
pend upon it, better ſervice cannot be 
done at preſent, than by putting this 
matter as ſoon as poſſible in a fair light; 
and that ſupported by ſuch proofs as may 
be convincing here. I therefore recom- 
mend it to you to make the ſpeedieſt 
and exacteſt enquiry that you can into the 
truth of this fact, the reſult whereof ſend 
to me. Send me alſo the beſt eſtimate 
you can get of the number of Papiſts, 
Diſſenters, and Churchmen, throughout 
the kingdom; an eſtimate alto of Diſſenters 
cane nde for rank, figure, and eſtate; 
an eſtimate alſo of the Papiſts in Ulſter. 
Be as clear in theſe points as you can. 
When the above-mentioned point was 
put to me, I ſaid, that in my apprehen- 

ſion, 
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fion, there was no ſuch lack of juſtice 
or magiſtrates, except in Kerry or Con- 
naught, where the Diſſenters were not 
gonliderable enough to be of any uſe in 
redreſſing the evil. Let me know parti- 
cularly, whether there be any ſuch want 
of juſtices of the peace in the county of 
Londonderry, or whether men are ag- 
grieved there by being obliged to repair 
to them at too great diſtances, The 
prime ſerjeant, Singleton, may probably 
be a means of aſſiſting you to get light 
in theſe particulars. The diſpatch you 
give this affair will be doing the beſt ſer- 
vice to your country, Enable me to 
clear up the truth, and to ſupport it by 
ſuch reaſons and teſtimonies as may be 
felt or credited. Facts I am mylelt too 
much a ſtranger to, though I promiſe to 
make the bett uſe I can of thoſe you 
furniſh me with, towards taking off an 
impreſſion which, I fear, is already deep. 
If I ſucceed, I ſhall congratulate my be- 
ing here at this juncture. 


Ex. 40. April 14, 1733- I thank you 
for your laſt ; particularly for that part 
| 7 of 
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of it, wherein you promiſe the number 
of the juſtices of peace, of the Papiſts 
alſo, and the Proteſtants, throughout the 
kingdom, taken out of proper offices. I 
did not know ſuch inventories had been 
taken by public authority, and am glad 
to find it ſo. Vour argument for prov- 
ing Papiſts but three to one, I had be- 
fore made uſe of; but ſome of the pre- 
miſes are not clear to Engliſhmen. No— 
thing can do ſo well as the eſtimate you 
ſpeak of, to be taken from a public of- 
fice; which, therefore, I impatiently ex- 
pect. As to the deſign I hinted, whether 
it is to be ſet on foot there or here I 
cannot ſay ; I hope it will take effect no 
where. Itis yet a ſecret: I may never- 
theleſs diſcover ſomething of it in a 
little time, and you may then hear more. 
The political ſtate of things on this ſide 
the water I need ſay nothing of: the 
public papers probably ſay too much; 
though it cannot be denied much may be 
ſaid. I muſt defire you, in your next, to 
let me know what premium there is for 
getting into the public fund which allows 
five per cent. in Ireland; and whether a 

conſiderable 
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conſiderable ſum might eafily be pur- 
chaſed therein : alſo, what is the preſent 
legal current intereſt in Ireland ; and 
whether it be eaſy to lay out money on 
a ſecure mortgage, where the intereſt 
ſhould be punctually paid. I ſhall be 
alſo glad to hear a word about the law- 
ſuit, 


Ex. 41. April 19, 1733. I thank 
you for your laſt advices, and the cata- 
logue of juſtices particularly; of all 
which proper uſe ſhall be made. The 
number of Proteſtants and Papiſts 
throughout the kingdom, which, in your 
laſt but one, you ſaid had been lately 
and accurately taken by the collectors 
of hearth- money, you promiſed, but have 
omitted to ſend; I ſhall hope for it in 


your next. 


Ex. 42. May 1, 1733. I long for the 
numeration of Proteſtant and Popiſh fa- 
milies, which you tell me has been taken 
by the collectors. A certain perſon now 
here hath repreſented the Papiſts as 
ſeven to one; which, I have ventured to 

I 3 affirm, 
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affirm, is wide of the truth. What lights 
you gave me, I have imparted to thoſe 
who will make the proper uſe of them. 
J do not find that any thing was intend- 
ed to be done by act of parliament here: 
as to that, your information ſeems right. 
J hope they will be able to do nothing 
any Where. The approaching Act at Ox- 
ford is much ſpoken of. The enter- 
tainments of muſic, &c. in the theatre 
will be the fineſt that ever were known. 
For other public news, I reckon you 
know as much as yours. 


Ex. 43. Jan. 7, 1734. My family 
are, I thank God, all well at preſent : but 
it will be impoſſible for us to travel be- 
fore the ſpring. As to myſelf, by regu- 
lar living and rifing very early, which I 
find the beſt thing in the world; Jam very 
much mended : inſomuch, that though I 
cannot read, yet my thoughts feem as 
diſtinct as ever. I do, therefore, for 
amuſement, paſs my early hours in think- 
ing of certain mathematicat matters, 
Thich may poſſibly produce ſomething. 
You ſay nothing of the law-fuit : I hope 


it 


rr 


it is to ſurpriſe me in your next, with 
an account of its being finiſhed, Per- 
haps the houſe and garden on Montpel- 
lier-hill may be got a good pennyworth ; 
in which caſe, I ſhould not be averſe to 
buying it. It is probable, a tenement in 
ſo remote a part may be purchaſed at an 
eaſy rate. 


Ex. 44. Jan. 5. 1734. I received 
laſt poſt your three letters together, for 
which advices I give you thanks. I had, 
at the ſame time, two from baron Wain- 
wright on the ſame account. That with- 
out my intermeddling I may have the 
ofter, of ſoinewhat, I am apt to think, 
which may make me eaſy in point of ſitu- 
ation and income, though I queſtion 
whether the dignity will much contribute 
to make me ſo. i hoſe who imagine, as 
you write, that I may pick and chooſe, 
to be ſure think that I have been mak+ 
ing my. court here all this time, and 
would never believe (what is moſt true) 
that I have not been at the court, or at 
the miniſter's, but once theſe ſeven years. 
The care of my health and the love of 

14 retirement 
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retirement have prevailed over what- 
ſoever ambition might have come to my 
ſhare.—Pray, ſend me as particular an ac- 
count as you can get of the country, the 
fituation, the houſe, the circumſtances 
of the biſhopric of Cloyne : and let me 
know the charge of coming into a bi- 


ſhopric, i. e. the amount of the fees and 
firſt fruits. 


Ex. 45. Jan. 19, 1734. Since my 
laſt, I have kiſſed their Majeſties hands 
for the biſhopric of Cloyne, having firſt 
received an account from the duke of 
Newcaſtle's office, ſetting forth, that his 
grace had laid before the King the duke 
of Dorſet's recommendation, which was 
readily complied with by his Majeſty. 
The condition of my own health, and 
that of my family, will not ſuffer me to 
travel at this ſeaſon of the year: I muſt, 
therefore, entreat you to take care of the 
fees and patent. I ſhall be glad to hear 
from you what you can learn about this 
biſhopric of Cloyne. 


Ex. 
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Ex. 46, Jan. 22, 1734. On the 6th 
inſt. the duke ſent oyer his plan, wherein 
I was recommended to the biſhopric of 
Cloyne: on the 14th I received a let- 
ter from the ſecretary's office, ſignifying 
his Majeſty's having immediately com- 
plied therewith, and containing the duke 
of Newcaſtle's very obliging compliments 
thereupon. In all this I was nothing 
ſurprized, his grace the lord lieutenant 
having declared, on this fide the water, 
that he intended to ſerve me the firſt op- 
portunity ; though, at the ſame time, he 
deſired me to ſay nothing of it. As to 
the A. B. D. [Archbiſhop of Dublin, 
Dr. Hoadley] I readily believe he gave 
no oppoſition. He knew it would be to 
no purpoſe, and the Queen herſelf had 
expreſsly enjoined him not to oppoſe 
me: this I certainly knew when the 

A. B. was here, though I never ſaw him. 

Notwithſtanding all which, I had a ſtrong 
penchant to be dean of Dromore, and 
not to take the charge of a biſhopric upon 
me. Thoſe who formerly oppoſed my 
being Dean of Downe have thereby 
made me a biſhop; which rank, how 

3 deſirable 


deſirable ſoever it may ſeem, I had before 
abſolutely determined to keep out of. 
The ſituation of my own and my family's 
health will not ſuffer me to think of tra- 
velling before April. However, as on 
that ſide it may be thought proper that 
I ſhould vacate the deanry of Derry I am 
ready, as ſoon as I hear the biſhopric of 
Cloyne is void by Dr. Synge's being le- 
gally poſſeſſed of the fee of Ferns, to fend 
over a reſignation of my deanry: and;I 
authorize you to ſignify as much, where 
you think proper. I ſhould be glad you 
ſent me a rude plan of the houſe, from 
biſhop Synge's deſcription, that I may 
forecaſt the furniture. The great man, 
whom you mention as my opponent, con- 
certed his meaſures but ill: for it ap- 
pears by your letter, that at the very time 
when my brother informed the Speaker gf 
his ſoliciting againſt me there, the duke's 
plan had already taken place here, and 
the reſolution was: paſſed in my, favour 
at St. James's. I am, neyertheleſs, pleaſed, 
as it gave me an opportunity of being 
obliged to the Speaker, which I ſhall not 


fail to acknowledge. when I ſee him, 
which 


EX TS ACT. $7 ot 123 
which will probably be very ſoon, for he 
is expected here as ſoon as the ſethon is 
up. My family are well, though I my- 
{elf have gotten a cold this ſharp foggy 
weather, having been obliged, contrary 
to my wonted cuſtom, to be much abroad, 
paying compliments, and returning viſits. 


Ex. 47. Jan. 28, 1734. In a late let- 
ter you told me the bithopric of Cloyne 
is let for 1200 J. per ann. out of which 
there 1s a ſmall rent-charge of intereſt to 
be paid. I am informed, by a letter of 
yours which I received this day, that there 
is alſo a demeſne of 800 acres adjoining 
to the epiſcopal houſe. I deſire to be 
informed, by your next, whether theſe 
800 acres are underſtood to be over and 
above the 1200 J. per ann. and whether 
they were kept by former biſhops in their 
own hands. In my laſt, I mentioned to 
you the impoſſibility of my going to Ire- 
land before ſpring, and that I would ſend 
a reſignation of my deanry, if need was, 
immediately upon the vacancy of the ſee 
of Cloyne. I have been fince told, that 
this would be a ſtep of ſome hazard, viz. 

. | In 
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in caſe of the king's death, which I hope 


is far off: however, one would not care 
to do a thing which may ſeem incautious 
and imprudent in the eye of the world ; 
not but that I would rather do it than 
be obliged to go over at this ſeaſon. But 
as the bulk of the deanry is in tithes, 
and a very inconſiderable part in land, 
the damage to my ſucceſſor would be but 
a trifle upon my keeping it to the end of 
March. I would know what you adviſe 
on this matter. 


Ex. 48. Feb. 7, 1734. I have been 
for ſeveral days laid up with the gout. 
When I laſt wrote to you I was confined, 
but at firſt knew not whether it might 
not be a ſprain or hurt from the ſhoe. 
But it ſoon ſhewed itſelf a genuine fit 
of the gout in both my feet, by the pain, 
inflammation, ſwelling, &c. attended with 
a fever, and reſtleſs nights. With my 
feet lapped up in flannels, and raiſed on a 
cuſhion, I receive the viſits of my friends, 
who congratulate me on this occaſion, 
as much as on my preferment. 


Ex, 


rler n, . 1 
Ex. 49. March 2, 1734. As to what 


you write of the proſpect of new vacan- 
cies, and your adviſing that I ſhould apply 
for a better biſhopric, I thank you for 
your advice. But if it pleaſed God the 
biſhop of Derry were actually dead, and 
there were ever ſo many promotions there- 
upon, I would not apply, or ſo much as 
open my mouth to any one friend to make 
an intereſt for getting any of them. To 


be ſo very haſty for a removal, even before 
I had ſeen Cloyne, would argue a greater 
greedineſs for lucre than I hope I ſhall 
ever have; not but that, all things con- 
ſidered, I have a fair demand upon the 
government for expence of time, and 
pains, and money, on the faith of public 
charters; as likewiſe, becauſe I find the 
income of Cloyne conſiderably leſs than 
was at firſt repreſented. I had no notion 
that I ſhould, over and above the charge 
of patents and firſt fruits, be obliged to 
pay between four. and five hundred 
pounds, for which I ſhall never ſee a 
farthing in return: beſides intereſt I am 
to pay for upwards of 3oo/. which prin- 
Eipal devolves upon my ſucceſſor, No 

more 


2236 LETT EA C:T$,-©MC 


more was I apprized of three curates, viz. 
two at Youghal and one at Aghadee, to be 
paid by me: and after all, the certain 
value of the income I have not yet learn- 
ed. My predeceſſor writes, that he doth 
not know the true value himſelt, but be- 
lieves it may be about 1200/7. per ann. 
including the fines, and ſtriking them at 
a medium for feven years. The uncer- 
tainty, I believe, muſt proceed from the 
fines; but it may be ſuppoſed, that he 
knows exactly what the rents are, and 
what the tithes, and what the payments 
to the curates; of which particulars you 
may probably get an account from him. 
Sure I am, that it I had gone to Derry, 
and taken my attairs into my own hands, 
I might have made confiderably above 
1000 J. a year, after paying the curates' 
ſalaries. And as for charities, ſuch as 
ſchool-boys, widows, &c. thoſe ought 
not to be reckoned, becauſe all ſorts of 
charities, as well as contingent expences, 
muſt be much higher on a bithop than a 
dean. But in all appearance, ſubducting 
the money that I muſt advance, and the 
expence of the curates in Youghal and 


Aghacee, 
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Aghadee, I ſhall not have remaining 
1000/7. per ann. not even though the whole 
income was worth 1200 J. of which I 
doubt, by Biſhop Synge's uncertainty, 
that it will be found to fall ſhort. I 
thank you for the information you gave 
me of a houſe to be hired in Stephen's 
Green. I ſhould like the Green very 
well for ſituation ; but I have no thoughts 
of taking a houſe in town ſuddenly ; nor 
would it be convenient for my affairs fo 
to do, conſidering the great expence I 
muſt be at on coming into a ſmall biſhop= 
ric. My gout has left me: I have never- 
theleſs a weaknets remaining in my feet, 
and, what is worſe, an extreme tenderneſs, 
the effect of my long confinement. I 
was abroad the beginning of this week, to 
take a little air in the park, which gave 
me a cold, and obliged me to phyſic, and 
two or three days confinement. I have 
ſeveral things to prepare, in order to my 
journey, and ſhall make all the diſpatch I 
can. But why I ſhould endanger my 
health by too much hurry, or why I ſhould 
precipitate myſelf, in this convaleſcent 
ſtate, into doubtful weather and cold 

lodgings 
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lodgings on the road, I do not ſee. There 
is but one reaſon that I can comprehend, 
why the great men there ſhould be fo ur- 
gent, viz. for fear that I ſhould make an 
intereſt here in caſe of vacancies; which 
I have already aſſured you I do not intend 
to do: ſo they may be perfectly eaſy on 
that ſcore, 


Ex. 50. March 13, 1734. I am, bond 
fide, making all the haſte I can. My li- 
brary is to be embarked on board the firſt 
ſhip bound to Cork, of which I am in 
daily expectation. I ſuppoſe it will be 
no difficult matter to obtain an order from 
the commiſſioners to the cuſtom-houſe- 
officers there, to let it paſs duty- free; 
which at firſt word was granted here, on 
my coming from America. I with you 
would mention this, with my reſpects, to 
Dr. Coghil. After my journey, I truſt 
that I ſhall find my health much better, 
though at preſent I am obliged to guard 
againſt the eaſt wind, with which we have 
been annoyed of late, and which never 
fails to diſorder my head. I am in hopes, 
however, by what I hear, that I ſhall be 

able 
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able to reach Dublin before my lord lieu- 


tenant leaves it. I ſhall reckon it my 


misfortune if I do not: I am ſure it ſhall 
not be for want of doing all that lies in 
my power. I am in a hurry. I am 
obliged to manage my health ; and I have 
many things to do. I muſt deſire you, at 
your leiſure, to look out a lodging for us, 
to be taken only by the week ; for I ſhall 
ſtay no longer in Dublin than needs muſt; 
I would have the lodging taken for the 
ioth of April. 


Ex. 51. March 20, 1734. There is 
one Mr. Cox, a clergyman, ſon to the 
late Dr. Cox, near Drogheda, who, I un- 
derſtand, is under the patronage of Dr, 
Coghil. Pray inform yourſelf of his 
character : whether he be a good man, 
one of parts and learning, and how he is 
provided for. This you may poflibly do 
without my being named. Perhaps my 
brother may know ſomething of him. 
I ſhould be glad to be apprized of his 
character on my coming to Dublin No 
one has recommended him to me : but his 
father was an ingenious man, and I ſaw 

K two 
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two ſenſible women, his ſiſters, at Rhode 
Ifland, which inclines me to think him a 
man of merit; and ſuch only I would 
prefer, I have had certain perſons re- 
commended to me; but I ſhall conſider 
their merits preferably to all recommen— 
dation. If you can anſwer for the inge- 
nuity, learning, and good qualities, of the 
perſon you mentioned, preferably to that 


of others in competition, I (ſhould be very 
glad to ſerve him. 


Ex. 52. St. Alban's, April 30, 1734. 
was deceived by the aſſurance given me 
vt two ſhips going to Cork. In the evenr, 
one could not take in my goods ; and the 
other took freight for another port: ſo 
that, after all their delays and prevarica- 
tions, I have been obliged to ſhip off my 
things for Dublin on board of Captain 
Leach. From this involuntary cauſe I 
have been detained here ſo long beyond 
my intentions, which really were to have 
got to Dublin before the parliament, 
which now I much queition whether I 
mall be able to do, conſidering that, as I 
have two young children with me, I can- 

2 not 
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not make ſuch diſpatch on the road as 
otherwiſe I ought. The lodging in 
Gervais-ſtreet, which you formerly pro- 
cured for me, will, I think, do very well. 
I ſhall want a ſtable for ſix coach-horſes; 
for ſo many I bring with me. 


Ex. 53. Cloyne, March 5, 1737. 1 
here ſend you what you defire, If you 
approve of it, publiſh it in one or more 
news-papers : if you have any objection, 
let me know it by the next poſt. I mean, 
as you ſee, a brief abſtract, which I could 
wiſh were ſpread through the nation, that 
men may think on the ſubject againſt next 
ſeſſion. But I would not have this letter 
made public ſooner than a week after the 
publication of the third part of my 
Queriſt, which I have ordered to be ſent 
to you. I believe you may receive it 
about the time that this comes to your 
hands; for, as I told you in a late letter, 
I have haſtened it as much as poſſible. I 
have uſed the ſame editor (Dr. Madden) 
for this as for the two foregoing parts. 

Our {pinning ſchool is in a thriving 


K 2 way. 
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way. The children begin to find a plea- 
ſure in being paid in hard money; which, 
I underſtand, they will not give to their 
parents, but keep to buy cloaths for 
themſelves. Indeed I found it difficult 
and tedious to bring them to this; but I 
believe it will now do. I am building a 
workhouſe for ſturdy vagrants, and defign 
to raiſe about two acres of hemp for em- 
ploying them. Can you put me in a way 
of getting hemp-ſeed, or does your ſo- 
ciety diſtribute any? It is hoped your 
flax-ſeed will come in time. Laſt poſt, 
a letter from an Engliſh biſhop tells me, 
a difference between the king and prince 
is got into parliament, and that it ſeems 
to be big with miſchief, if a ſpeedy expe- 
dient be not found to heal the breach. 
Tt relates to the proviſion for his R. High- 
neſs's family.-My three children have 
been ill. The eldeſt and youngeſt are 
recovered ; but George is {till unwell. 
{Encloſed in the above a Letter to 
A. B. Eſquire, from the Queriſt, con- 
taining Thoughts on a National Bank, 


printed in the Dublin Journal.] 
| Ex. 
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Ex. 54. Cloyne, Feb. 15, 1741. Mr. 
Faulkner, the following being a very ſafe 
and ſucceſsful cure of the bloody flux, 
which at this time is become ſo general, 
you will do well to make it public. Give 
a heaped ſpoonful of common roſin pow- 
dered in a little freſh broth, every five 
or ſix hours, till the bloody flux is ſtop- 
ped ; which I have always found before 
a farthing's worth of roſin was ſpent. If 
after the blood is ſtaunched there remains 
2 little looſeneſs, this is ſoon carried off 
by milk and water boiled with a little 
chalk in it. This cheap and eaſy me- 
thod I have often tried of late, and never 
knew it fail. I am your humble ſervant, 


A. B. 


Ex. 55. Cloyne, Feb. 24, 1741. Ifind you 
have publiſhed my remedy in the news- 
paper of this day. I now tell you that the 
patients muſt be careful of their diet, and 
eſpecially beware of taking cold. The 
beſt diet I find to be plain broth of mut- 
ton or fowl, without ſeaſoning of any 
kind. Their drink ſhould be, till they 
are freed both from dyſentery and diarr- 
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haa, milk and water, or plain water 
boiled with chalk (drunk warm) e. g. 
about a large heaped ſpoonful to a quart. 
Sometimes I find it neceſſary to give it 
every four hours, and to continue it for a 
doſe or two after the blood hath been 
ſtopped, to prevent relapſes, which ill 
management hath now and then - occa- 
ſioned. Given in due time (the ſooner 
the better) and with proper care, I take 
it to be as ſure a cure for a dyſentery as 
the bark for an ague. Tt has certainly, 
by the bleſſing of God, ſaved many lives, 
and continues to ſave many lives, in my 
neighbourhood. I ſhall be glad to know 


Its ſucceſs in any inſtances you may have 
tried it in. 


Ex. 56. Cloyne, Feb. 26, 1741. T be: 
Tieve there is no relation that Mr. Sandys 
and Sir John Ruſhout have to lord Wil- 
mington, other than what I myſelf made 
by marrying Sir John Ruſhout's ſiſter 
to the late earl of Northampton, who 
was brother to lord Wilmington. San- 
dys is nephew to Sir John, As to kin- 
fred or affinity, T take it to have very 
little 
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little place in this matter. Nor do I 
think it poflible to foretell whether the 
miniſtry will be whig or tory. The peo- 
ple are ſo generally and ſo much incenſed, 
that (if I am rightly informed) both men 
and meaſures muſt be changed betore we 
ſee things compoſed. Beſides, in this 
disjointed ſtate of things, the prince's 
party will be more conſidered than ever. 
It is my opinion, there will be no firſt 
miniſter in haſte: and it will be new 
to act without one. When I had wrote 
thus far, I received a letter from a con- 
ſiderable hand on the other ſide the wa- 
ter, wherein are the following words: 
% Though the whigs and tories had gone 
«hand in hand in their endeavour to de- 
* moliſh the late miniſtry, yet ſome true 
% whigs, to ſhew themſelves ſuch, were 
« for excluding all tories from the new 
* miniſtry. Lord Wilmington and duke 
% of Dorſet declared they would quit, if 
they proceeded on ſo narrow a bottom: 
« and the prince, duke of Argyle, duke 


„ of Bedford, and many others, refuſed 
„ to come in, except there was to be a 


coalition of parties. After many fruit- 
K 4 — 


136 EFExXrRxRACT 8, s. 

** leſs attempts to effect this, it was at 
* laſt atchieved between eleven and twelve 
* on Tueſday night, and the prince went 
* next morning toSt. James's, It had been 
„that very even ng quite deſpaired of: 
and the meeting of the parliament came 
* on ſo faſt, that there was a proſpect of 
" * but great confuſion.” There 
is, I hope, a proſpect now of much better 
things. I much wanted to ſee this ſcheme 
prevail; which it has now done, and 
will, I truſt, be followed by * happy 
conſequences. 


Ex. 57. Cloyne, May 19, 1741. 
Though the flax- ſeed came in ſuch quan- 
tity and ſo late, yet we have above one 
half ourſelves in ground; the reſt, to- 
gether with our own ſeed, has been given 
to our poor neighbours, and will, I doubt 
not, anſwer, the weather being very fa- 
vourable. - The diſtrefles of the fick and 


poor are endleſs. The havock of man- 


kind in the counties of Cork, Limerick, 
and ſome adjacent places, hath been in- 
credible. The nation probably will not 
pecover this loſs in a century. The other 


day 2 
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day, I heard one from the county of Lime- 
rick ſay, that whole villages were entirely 
diſpeopled. About two months fince, I 
heard Sir Richard Cox ſay, that five hun- 
dred were dead in the pariſh where he 


lives, though in a country, I believe, not 
very populous. It were to be wiſhed, F 
people of condition were at their ſeats in ! 


the country during theſe calamitous times, 
which might provide relief and employ- I 
ment for the poor. Certainly, if theſe \ 
periſh, the rich muſt be ſufferers in the | 
end. We have tried, in this neighbour- 
hood, the receipt of a decoction of briar- 
roots for the bloody-flux, which you ſent } 
'me, and in ſome caſes found it uſeful. [ 
But that which we find the moſt ſpeedy, | 
ſure, and effectual cure, above all others, 

is a heaped ſpoonful of roſin diſſolved and 

mixed over a fire with two or three | 
ſpoonfuls of 'oil, and added to a pint 
of broth for a clyſter : which, upon once 
taking, hath never been known to fail 
ſtopping the bloody - flux. At firſt T 
mixed the roſin in the broth : but that 
was difficult, and not ſo ſpeedy a cure. 


Ex. 


130--- EXx TK A CT" 5 We 
Ex. 58. Cloyne, Feb. 1746. (With 


a letter ſigned Eubulus, containing advice 
abont the manner of cloathing the mili- 
tia arrayed this year; which letter was 
printed in the Dublin Journal.) The 
above letter contains a piece of advice, 
which ſeems to me not unſeaſonable or 
uſeleſs, You may make uſe of Faulkner 
for conveying it to the public, without 
any intimation of the author. There is 
handed about a lampoon againſt our 
troop, which hath cauſed great indigna- 
tion in the warriors of Cloyne. I am 
informed, that dean Gervais had been 
looking for the Querift, and could not 
find one in the ſhops, for my lord heu- 
tenant, at his deſire. I wiſh you could 
get one, handſomely bound, for his ex- 
cellency ; or, at leaſt, the laſt publiſhed 
relating to the Bank, which conſiſted of 
excerpta out of the three parts of the 
Queriſt. I wrote to you before to pro- 
cure two copies of this, for his excellency 
and Mr. Liddel. 


Ex. 59. Jan. 24, 1747. You aſked me, 
in your laſt letter, whether we had not 
provided 
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provided a houſe in Cloyne for the re- 
ception and cure of fick perfons. By 
your query it feems there is ſome ſuch 
report : but what gave rife to it could be 
no more than this, viz. that we are uſed 
to lodge a few ſtrolling fick with a poor 
tenant or two in Cloyne, and employ a 
poor woman or two to tend them, and 
ſapply them with a few neceffaries from 


our houſe. This may be magnified (as 


things gather in the telling) into an hoſ- 
pital: but the truth is merely what I tell 
you. I wiſh you would ſend me a pam- 
phlet political now and then, with what 
news you hear. Is there any apprehen- 
fon of an invaſion upon Ireland ?. 


Ex. 60. Feb. 6, 1747. Your manner 
of accounting for the weather ſeerns to 
have reaſon in it. And yet there till re- 
mains ſomething unaccountable, viz. why 
there ſhould'be no rain in the regions men- 
tioned, If the bulk, figure, ſituation, and 
motion of the earth are given, and the lu- 


minaries remain the ſame, ſhould there 


not be a certain cycle of the ſeaſons ever 
returning at certain Periods? To me it 


ſeems, 
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ſeems, that the exhalations perpetually 
ſent up from the bowels of the earth, 
have no ſmall ſhare in the weather ; that 
nitrous exhalations produce cold and 
froſt ; and that the ſame cauſes which 
produce earthquakes within the earth, 
produce ſtorms above it. Such are the 
variable cauſes of our weather ; which, 
if it proceeded only from fixed and given 
cauſes, the changes thereof would be as 
regular as the viciſſitudes of the days, or 
the return of eclipſes. I have writ this 
extempore—valeat quantum valere poteſt. 


Ex. 61. Feb. 9, 1747. You aſk me 
if I had no hints from England about the 
primacy. I can only fay, that laſt week 


I had a letter from a perſon of no mean 


rank, who ſeemed to wonder that he could 
not find I had entertained any thoughts of 
the primacy, while ſo many others of our 
bench were ſo earneſtly contending for 
it. He added, that he hoped I would 
not take it ill, if my friends wiſhed me 
in that ſtation. My anſwer was, that I 
am ſo far from ſoliciting, that I do not 
even wiſh for it; that I do not think 

myſelf 


> Þ EL us 
myſelf the fitteſt man for that high poſt ; 


and that therefore I neither have nor ever 
will aſk it. 


Ex. 62. Feb. 10, 1747. In a letter 
from England, which I told you came a 
week ago, it was ſaid, that ſeveral of our 
Iriſh biſhops were earneſtly contending 
for the primacy, Pray, who are they? I 
thought biſhop Stone was only talked of 
at preſent. I aſk this queſtion merely out 
of curioſity, and not from any intereſt, I 
aſſure you. Iam no man's rival or com- 
petitor in this matter, I am not in love 
with feaſts, and crouds, and viſits, and 
late hours, and ſtrange faces, and a hurry 
of affairs often inſignificant. For my 
own private ſatisfaction, I had rather be 
maſter of my time than wear a diadem. 
I repeat theſe things to you, that I may 
not ſeem to have declined all ſteps to the 
primacy out of ſingularity, or pride, or 
ſtupidity, but from ſolid motives, As 
for the argument, from the opportunity 
of doing good, I obſerve, that duty obliges 
men in high ſtation not to decline oc- 


cations 


* 
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caſions of doing good; but duty doth 
not oblige men to ſolicit ſuch high 
ſtations. 


Ex. 63. Feb. 19, 1747. The ballad 
you ſent has mirth in it, with a political 
ſting in the tail. But the ſpeech of Van 
Haaren is excellent. I believe it lord 
Cheſterfield's. —We have at preſent, and 
for theſe two days paſt, had froſt and 
ſome ſnow. Our military men are at 
length failed from Cork harbour. We 
| hear they are deſigned for Flanders. 

I muſt deſire you to make, at leiſure, 
the moſt exact and diſtin& enquiry you 
can into the characters of the Senior 
Fellows, as to their behaviour, temper, 
piety, parts, and learning : alſo to make a 
liſt of them, with each man's character 
annexed to his name. I think it of fo 
great conſequence to the public to have a 

good Provoſt, that I would willingly look 

beforehand, and ſtir a little to prepare an 
intereſt, or at leait to contribute my mite 
where I properly may, in favour of a 
worthy man to fill that poſt, when it 
| hall 
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ſhall become vacant. — Dr. Hales, in a 
letter to me, has made very honourable 
mention of you to me. It would not be 
amiſs if you ſhould correſpond with him, 
eſpecially for the fake of granaries and 
priſons. t 


Ex. 64, Feb. 20, 1747. Though the 
ſituation of the earth, with reſpect to the 
ſun, changes, yet the changes are fixed 
and regular: if, therefore, this were the 
cauſe of the variation of the winds, the 
variation of winds muſt be regular, i. e. 
regularly returning in a cycle. To me 
it ſeems, that the variable cauſe of the 
variable winds are the ſubterraneous fires, 
which, conſtantly burning, but altering 
their operition according to the various 
quantity or kind of combuſtible materials 
they happen to meet with, ſend up ex- 
halations more or leſs; of this or that 
ſpecies, which diverſly fermenting in the 
atmoſphere, produce uncertain, variable 
winds and tempeſts. This, if I miſtake 
not, is the true folution of that crux. 
As to the papers about petrifactions, 
which I ſent to you and Mr. Simon, I do 

not 
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not well remember the contents : but 
be you ſo good as to look them over, and 
ſhew them to ſome others of your ſo- 
ciety. And if, after this, you ſhall think 
them worth publiſhing in your collec- 
tions, you may do as you pleaſe : other- 
wiſe, I would not have things haſtily and 
careleſsly written thruſt into public 
view. | 


[The following anonymous piece, on a ſub- 
ject connected with the preceding, may 
deſerve a place here. It is in the biſhop's 
hband-writing, and ſeems to have been in- 


ſerted in one of the London prints. | 


To the PUBLISHER. 


SIR, 


Having obſerved it hath been offered, as 
a reaſon to perſuade the public that the 
late ſhocks felt in and about London were 
not cauſed by an earthquake, becauſe the 
motion was lateral, which, it is aſſerted, 
the motion of an earthquake never is, 1 
take upon me to affirm the contrary. I 
have myſelf felt an earthquake at Meſ- 


ſina 
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ſina, in the year 1718, when the motion 
was horizontal or lateral. It did no 
harm in that city, but threw down ſeve- 
ral houſes about a day's journey from 
thence. | 

We are not to think the late ſhocks 
merely an airquake, as they call it, on 
account of ſigns and changes in the air, 
ſuch being uſually obſerved to attend 
earthquakes. There is a correſpondence 
has the ſubterraneous air and out 
atmoſphere. It is probable that ſtorms, 
or great concuſſions of the air, do often, 
if not always, owe their origin to vapours 
or exhalations iſſuing from below. 
| I remember to kave heard count Tez- 
zani, at Catania, ſay, that ſome hours be- 
fore the memorable earthquake of 1692, 
which overturned the. whole city, he ob- 
ſerved a line extended in the air, pro- 
ceeding, as he judged, from exhalations 
poiſed and ſuſpended in the atmoſphere; 
alſo that he heard à hollow, frightful 
murmur, about a minute before the ſhock. 
Of 25,000 inhabitants, 18, ooo abſolutely 
periſhed ; not to mention others who 


I, were 


| 
|; 
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were miſerably bruiſed and wounded. 
There did not eſcape ſo much as one 
ſingle houſe. The ſtreets were narrow, 
and the buildings high; ſo there was no 
ſafety in running into the ſtreets : but on 
the firſt tremor (which happens a ſmall 


ſpace, perhaps a few minutes, before the 


downfal) they found it the ſafeſt way to 
ſtand under a door-cale, « or at the corners 
of the houſe. 

The Count was dug out of the ruins 
of his own houſe, which had overwhelm- 
ed about twenty perſons ; only feven 
whereof were got out alive. Though he 
rebuilt his houſe with ſtone, yet he ever 
after lay in a ſmall adjoining apartment 
made of reeds plaiſtered over. Catania 
was rebuilt more regular and beautiful 
than ever : the BEET: indeed, are lower, 
and the ſtreets broader than before, for 


ſecurity againſt future ſhocks. By their 


account, the firſt ſhock ſeldom or never 
doth the miſchief: but the repliche, as 
they term them, are-to be dreaded. The 
earth, I was told, moved up and down 
like the boiling of a pot; zerra bollente 

| di 
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t ſotto in fopra, to uſe their own expreſ- 
fion. This ſort of ſubſultive motion is 
ever accounted the moſt dangerous: 
Pliny, in the ſecond book of his Na- 
tural Hiſtory, obſerves, that all earthquakes 
are attended with a great ſtillneſs of the 
air. The ſame was obſerved at Catania; 
Pliny further obſerves, that a murmur- 
ing noiſe precedes the earthquake. He 
alſo remarks, that there is Anm in cœlo, 
praeceditque motu futuro, aut interdiu, aut 
paulo poſt occaſum ſereno, ceu tenuis linea 
nubis in longum porrectæ ſpattum : which 
agrees with what was obſerved by count 
Tezzani, and others, at Catania. And all 
theſe: things plainly ſhew the miſtake of 
thoſe, who ſurmiſe that noiſes and ſigns 
in the air do not belong to; or betoken; 
an earthquake, but only an airquake. 
The naturaliſt above cited, ſpeaking of 
the earth, faith, that var!? guatitur, up 
and down ſometimes; at others from fide 
to ſide. He adds; that the effects are 
very various: Cities one while demoliſhed, 
another ſwallowed up; ſometimes over- 


Whelmed by water, at other times con- 
? Ls, fumes 
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ſumed by fire burſting from the earth : 
one- while the gulf remains open and 
yawning ; another, the ſides cloſe, not 
leaving the leaſt trace or ſign of the city 
ſwallowed up. 

Britain is an ifland — maritime autem 
maxime quatiuntur, ſaith Pliny — and in 
this iſland are many mineral and ſulphu- 
reous waters. I ſee nothing in the natu- 
ral conſtitution of London, or the parts 
adjacent, that ſhould render an earthquake 
impoſſible or improbable. Whether there 
be any thing in the moral ſtate thereof 
that ſhould exempt it from that fear, I 


leave others to judge. I am your humble 
ſervant, A. B. 


Ex. 65. Cloyne, March 22, 1747. As 
to what you ſay, that the primacy would 
have been a glorious thing, for my part 
I do not ſee, all things confidered, the 
glory of wearing the name of Primate in 
theſe days, or of getting ſo much money, 
2 thing every tradeſman in London may 
get if he pleafes. I ſhould 'not chooſe 
to be primate, in pity to my children : 

| and 
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and for doing good to the world, I ima- 
gine I may, upon the whole, do as much 
in a lower ſtation. 


Ex. 66. June 23, 1746. I perceive 
the earl of Cheſterfield is, whether ab- 
ſent or preſent, a friend to Ireland ; and 
there could not have happened a luckier 
incident to this poor iſland than the 
friendſhip of ſuch a man, when there are 
ſo few of her own great men, who either 
care or know how to befriend her. As 
my own wiſhes and endeavours, howſo- 
ever weak and ineffectual, have had the 
ſame tendency, I flatter myſelf, that on 
this ſcore he honours me with his re- 
gard; which is an ample recompence for 
more public merit than I can pretend to, 
As you tranſcribed a line from his letter 
relating to me, ſo in return I ſend you 
a line from a letter of the biſhop of 
Glouceſter's, relating to you—l formerly 


told you I had mentioned you to the 
biſhop, when I ſent your ſcheme. —Theſe 
are his words: I have had a great deal 
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* of diſcourſe with your lord lieutenant, 
« He expreſſed his good eſteem of Mr. 
Prior and his character, and commend- 
ed him as one who had no view in life 
but to do the utmoſt good he is ca- 
% pable of. As he has ſeen the ſcheme, 
* he may have opportunity of mention- 
« ing it to as many of the cabinet as he 
«« pleaſes: but it will not be a faſhion- 
able doctrine at this time.” So far 
the biſhop. You are doubtleſs in the 
right, on all proper occaſions, to culti- 
vate a correſpondence with lord Cheſter- 
field, When you write, you will per- 
haps let him know, in the propereſt man- 
ner, the thorough ſenſe I have of the 
honour he does me in his remembrance, 


and my concern at not having been able 
to wait on him. 


46 
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Ex. 67. July 3, 1746. I ſend you 
back my letter, with a new paragraph 
to be adged at the end, where you ſee 
the A. 

Lord Cheſterfield's letter does great 
honour both to vou and his Excellency. 


The 


JJ 


The nation ſhould not loſe the opportu- 
nity of profiting by ſuch a viceroy, which 
indeed is a rarity not to be met with every 
ſeaſon, which grows not on every tree. 
I hope your ſociety will find means of 
encouraging particularly the two points 
he recommends, glaſs and paper. For 
the former, you would do well to get 
your workmen from Holland rather than 
from Briſtol. You have heard of the 
trick the glaſsmen of Briſtol were ſaid 
to have played Dr. Helſham and com- 
pany, 

My wife, with her compliments, ſends 
you a preſent * by the Cork carrier, who 
ſet out yeſterday. It is an offering of 
the firſt- fruits of her painting. She be- 
gan to draw in laſt November, and did 
not ſtick to it cloſely, but by way of 
amuſement only at leiſure hours. For 
my part, I think ſhe ſhews a moſt un- 
common genius: but others may be ſup- 
poſed to judge more impartially than J. 


* The biſhop's portrait, painted by Mrs, Berkeley, 
now in the poſſeſſion of the Rey, Mr. Archdall of 
Bolton-ſtreet, Dublin. 
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My two younger children are beginning 
to employ themſelves the fame way, 
In ſhort, here are two or three fami- 
lies in Imokilly * bent upon painting : 
and I wiſh it was more general among 
the ladies and idle people, as a thing that 
may divert the ſpleen, improve the ma- 
nufactures, and increaſe the wealth of 
the nation. We will endeavour to profit 
by our lord lieutenant's advice, and 
kindle up new arts with a ſpark of his 
public ſpirit. 

Mr. Simon has wrote to me, defiring 
I would become a member of the hiſto- 
rico-phyſical ſociety. I wiſh them well; 
but do not care to liſt myſelf among 
them: for, in that caſe, I ſhould think 
myſelf obliged to do ſomewhat which 


might interrupt my other ſtudies. I muſt 


therefore depend on you for getting me 
out of this ſcrape, and hinder Mr. Si- 
mon's propoſing me; which he inclines 
to do, at the requeſt, it ſeems, of the 
biſhop of Meath. -And this, with my 


* The village of Cloyne is in the barony of Imo- 
killy, county of Cork, 


ſervice, 
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ſervice, will be a ſufficient anſwer to Mr. 
Simon's letter, 


Ex. 68. Sept. 12, 1746. I am juſt 
returned from a tour through my dioceſe, 
of 130 miles, almoſt ſhaken to pieces, 
What you write of biſhop Stone's prefer- 
ment, is highly probable. For myſelf, 
though his Excellency the lord lieutenant 
might have a better opinion of me than 
I deſerved, yet it was not likely that 
he would make an Iriſhman primate. 
The truth is, I have had a ſcheme of my 
own for this long time paſt, in which I 
propoſe more ſatisfaction and enjoyment 
to myſelf than I could in that high ſta- 
tion, which I neither folicited nor fo much 
as wiſhed for. It is true, the primacy, 
or archbiſhopric of Dublin, if offered, 
might have tempted me, by a greater op- 
portunity of doing good : but there is 
no other preferment in the kingdom ta 
be deſired, on any other account than a 
greater income; which would not tempt 
me to remove from Cloyne, and ſet 


aſide my Oxford ſcheme, on which, 
though 
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though delayed by the illneſs of my ſon, 
yet I am as intent and as much reſolved 
as ever. 


Ex. 69. Feb. 2, 1749. Three days 
ago we received the box of pictures. The 
two men's heads with ruffs are well done; 
the third is a copy, and ill-coloured : 
they are all Flemiſh : ſo is the woman, 
which is alſo very well painted, though 
it hath not the beauty and freedom of an 
Italian pencil. The two Dutch pictures, - 
containing animals, are well done as 
to the animals: but the human figures 
and ſky are ill done. The two pictures of 
' ruins are very well done, and are Italian. 
My ſon William “ had already copied 
two other pictures of the ſame kind, and 
by the ſame hand. He and his fiſter are 
both employed in copying pictures at 
preſent ; which ſhall be diſpatched as 


* A fine youth, the ſecond fon of the biſhop, whoſe 
Joſs, at an early age, was thought to have {tuck too 
cloſe to his father s heart. | | 


” 
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fqon as poſſible ; after which they will 
ſet about ſome of yours, Their ſtint, 


on account of health, is an hour and half 


a day for painting. 80 I doubt two 
months will not ſuffice for copying : but 
no time ſhall be loſt, and great care taken 
of your pictures, for which we hold our- 
ſelves much obliged. Our round tower 
ſtands where it did; but a little ſtone arched 
vault on the top was cracked, and muſt 
be repaired: the bell alſo was thrown 
down, and broke its way through three 
boarded ſtories, but remains entire. The 
door was ſhivered into many ſmall pieces, 
and diſperſed; and there was a ſtone 
forced out of the wall. The whole da- 
mage, it is thought, will not amount to 
twenty pounds. The thunder-clap was 


by far the greateſt that I ever heard in 
Ireland, _ 


Ex. 70. March 30, 1751. They are 
going to print at Glaſgow two editions 
at once, in quarto and in folio, of all Pla- 
to's works, in moſt magnificent types. 
This work ſhould be encouraged : it 
| would 
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would be right to mention it, as you 
have opportunity *. 


To the Rev. Mr. ArRcnuDaLL, Bolton- 
ſtreet, Dublin, 


Cloyne, Dec. 8, 1751. Rev. Sir, This 
is to deſire you may publiſh the inſcrip- 
tion I ſent you in Faulkner's paper. But 
ſay nothing of the author. I muſt defire 
you to cauſe the letters G. B. being the 
initial letters of my name, to be engraved 
on the die of the gold medal, at the 
bottom, beneath the race-horſe ; where- 
by mine will be diſtinguiſhed "m—_ me- 
dals given by others, 


To the ſame. 


Dec. 22, 1751. I thank you for the 
care you have taken in publiſhing the 


* Mr. Prior died the 21ſt of October following, 
aged 71, The inſcription mentioned in the next 
article, was for his monument in Chriſt-Church ca- 


thedral, erected at the expence of Mr. Prior's friends 
and admirers, 


9 inſcription 
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inſcription ſo correctly, as likewiſe for 
your trouble in getting G. B. engraved 


on the plain at the bottom of the medal. 
When that is done, you may order two 
medals to be made, and given as uſual. 
I would have only two made by my die : 
the multiplying of premiums leſſens their 
value. If my inſcription is to take 
place, let me know before it is engraved: 


I may perhaps make ſome trifling altera- 
tion, 


No date : but ſent, at this time, to the 
ſame.—For the particulars of your laſt 
favour I give you thanks. I ſend the 
above bill to clear what you have expend- 
ed on my account, and alſo ten guineas 
beſide ; which is my contribution to- 
wards the monument, - which I under- 
ſtand is intended! for our deceaſed friend. 
| Yeſterday, though ill of the cholic, yet I 
could not forbear ſketching out the in- 
cloſed, I wiſh it did juſtice to his cha- 
racer. Such as it is, I ſubmit it to you 
and your friends, 
Encloſed 
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Encloſed i in the above: 
Memoriæ marfuft 
| | TrHomz PRIOR, 
Viri, fi quis unquam alius, de patrid 
| optime meriti : 
Qui, cum prodeſſe mallet quàm conſpicis 
nec in ſenatum cooptatus, 
nec conſiliorum aulæ particeps, 
nec ullo publico munere infignitus; 
rem tamen publicam 
mirificè auxit et ornavit 
auſpiciis, conſiliis, labore indefeſſo. 
1 Vir innocuus, probus, pius; 
partium ſtudiis minimè addictus, 
de re familiari parum ſolieitus, 
cum civium commoda unice ſpectaret: 
Quicquid vel ad inopiæ levamen 
vel ad vitæ elegantiam facit, 
quicquid ad deſidiam populi vincendam 
aut ad bonas artes excitandas pertinet; 
id omne pro virili excoluit : k 
Societatis Dublinienſis 
auctor, inſtitutor, curator. 
Quæ fecerit 
pluribus dicere haud refert: 
quorſum narraret marmor 
illa quæ omnes nörunt, 
illa que, civium animis inſculpta, 
|| nulla dies delebit ? | 
1} 7 This 
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This moniment was erected to Thomas 


Prior, ' Eſquire, at the charge of ' ſeveral 


perſons who contributed to honour the me- 
mory of that worthy patriot, to whom his 
own actions and unwearied endeavours in 
the ſervice of his country, have raiſed 5 
monument more laſting than marble. 


Jan. 7, 1952. I here ſend you encloſed 
the inſcription, with my laſt amend- 
ments. In the printed copy, Siquis was 
one word: it had better be two, di- 
vided, as in this. There are ſome other 
ſmall changes, which you will obſerve. 
The biſhop of Meath was for having ſome- 
what in Engliſh : accordingly I ſubjoin 
an Engliſh addition, to be engraved in a 
different character, and in continued lines 
(as it is written), beneath the Latin. 
The biſhop writes, that contributions 
come in flowly, but that near one hun- 
dred guineas are got. Now it ſhould 
ſeem, that if the firſt plan, rated at 
two hundred guineas, was reduced or 
altered, there might be a plain, neat 
monument erected for one hundred gui- 

neas, 
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neas, and ſo (as the proverb directs) the 
coat be cut according to the cloth. 


To the Rev. Mr. Gervais, ſen. 


Cloyne, Nov. 25, 1738. Rev. Sir, My 
wife ſends her compliments to Mrs. Ger- 
vais and yourſelf for the receipt, &c. ; and 
we both concur in thanks for your veni- 
ſon. The rain hath ſo defaced your let- 
ter, that I cannot read ſome parts of it : 
but I can make a ſhift to ſee there is a 
compliment of ſo bright a ſtrain, that, if 
I knew how to read it, I am ſure I ſhould 
not know how to anſwer it. If there was 
any thing agreeable in your entertainment 
at my houſe, it was chiefly owing to your- 
ſelf, and ſo requires my acknowledg- 
ment, which you have very ſincere. You 
give ſo much pleaſure to others, and are 
ſo eaſily pleaſed yourſelf, that I ſhall live 
in hopes of your making my houſe your 
inn, whenever you viſit theſe parts, which 
will bevery agreeable to, &kc. 


Jan. 12, 1742. You forgot to mention 
your addreſs, elſe I ſhould have ſooner 
acknowledged 
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acknowledged the favour of your letter ; 
tor which I am much obliged, though 
the news it contained had nothing good 
but the manner of telling it. I had much 
rather write you a letter of congratulation 
than of comfort; and yet I muſt needs 
tell you, for your comfort; that I appre- 
hend you miſcarry by having too many 
friends, We often ſee a man, with one 
only at his back, puſhed on and making 
his way, while another is embarraſſed in a 
crowd of well-withers. The beſt of it is, 
your merits will not be meaſured by your 
ſucceſs. It is an old remark, that the 
race is not always to the ſwift: but at 
preſent who wins it, matters little ; for all 
proteſtant clergymen are like ſoon to be 
at par, if that old prieft *, your country- 
man, continues to carry on his ſchemes 
with the ſame policy. and ſucceſs he has 
hitherto done. 'The accounts you ſend 
agree with what I hear from other parts : 


* Cardinal Fleuri, then 87 years old. Dean 
Gervais was a native of Montpellier, who was car- 
tied an infant out of France, on the revocation of the 
dict of Nantz, in 1680. | 
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they are all alike diſmal. Reſerve your- 
ſelf, however, for future times, and mind 
the main chance. I would ſay, ſhun late 
hours, drink tar-water, and bring back 
(I wiſh a good deanry, but at leaſt) a 
good ſtock of health and ſpirits, to grace 
our little parties in Imokilly, where we 
hope, ere it be long, to ſee you and the 
ſun returned together. My wife, who 
values herſelf on being in the number of 
your friends, is extremely obliged for the 
Italian pſalms you have procured ; and 
deſires me to tell you, that the more you 
can procure, the more ſhe ſhall be obliged. 
We join in wiſhing you many happy new 
years, health, and ſucceſs. 


Feb. 2, 1742. I condole with you on 
your cold ;—a circumſtance that a man of 
faſhion, who keeps late hours, can hardly 
eſcape. We find here that a ſpoonful, 
half tar and half honey, taken morning, 
noon, and night, proves a moſt effectual 
remedy in that caſe, My wife, who va- 
lues herſelf on being in your good graces, 
expreſſes great gratitude for your care in 
procuring the pſalms; and is doubly 


pleaſed 
7 | 
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pleaſed with the proſpect of your being 
yourſelf the bearer. The inſtrument ſhe 
deſired to be provided, was a large four- 
ſtringed baſs violin : but beſides this, we 
ſhall alſo be extremely glad to get that ex- 
cellent baſs viol which came from France, 
be the number of ſtrings what it will. I 


wrote indeed (not to overload you) tas 
Dean Browne * to look out for a fix- 


ſtringed baſs viol, of an old make and mel- 
low tone. But the more we have of good 
inſtruments the better ; for I have got an 
excellent maſter, whom I have taken into 
my family ; and all my children; not ex- 
cepting my little daughter, learn to play, 
and are preparing to fill my houſe with 
harmony againſt all events; that if we 
have worſe times, we may have better 
ſpiritss Our French woman is grown 
more attentive to her bufineſs, and ſo 
much altered for the better, that my wife 
is not now inclined to part with her; but 


* Jemmatt Brown, then dean of Roſſe, biſhop of 
Killaloe in 1743, of Dromore in 1745, of Cork the 
ſame year, of Elphin in 1772, and archbiſhop of 
Tuam in 1775 : died in 1782. 
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nevertheleſs very ſenſibly obliged by 


your kind offer to look out for another. 
What you ſay of a certain pamphlet is 
ænigmatical: I ſhall hope to have it ex- 
plained vid voce. As this corner fur- 
niſhes nothing worth ſending, you will 
pardon me, if, inſtead of other news, I 


tranſcribe a paragraph of a letter I lately 


received from an Engliſh biſhop. © We 
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are now ſhortly to meet again in parlia- 
ment, and by the proceedings upon 
the ſtate of the nation Sir Robert's fate 
will be determined. He is doing all 
he can to recover a majority in the 
Houſe of Commons, and is ſaid to have 
ſucceeded as to ſome particulars: but 
in his main attempt, which was that 
of uniting the prince and his court to 
the king's, he has been foiled. The 
biſhop of Oxford * was employed to 
carry the propoſal to the prince, which 


Was that he ſhould have the 100,000 /. 


a year he had demanded, and his debts 
paid : but the prince, at the ſame time 
that he expreſſed the utmoſt reſpe&t 


* Secker. 
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* and duty to his Majeſty, declared fo 
* much diſlike to his miniſter, that, 
* without his removal, he will hearken 
* to no terms.” I have alſo had another 


piece, in the following words, which is 


very agreeable. ** Lady Dorothy *, whoſe 
* good temper ſeems as great as her beau- 
*« ty, and who has gained on every one 
© by her behaviour in theſe moſt unhappy 
* circumſtances, is ſaid at laſt to have 
gained over lord Euſton, and to have en- 
« tirely won his affection.” I find, by your 
letter, the reigning diſtemper at the Iriſh 
court, is diſappointment. A man of leſs 
ſpirits and alacrity would be apt to cry 
out, pes & fortuna valete ! &c. but my 
advice is, never to quit your hopes. Hope 
is often better than enjoyment. Hope 1s 
often the cauſe, as well as the effect, of 
youth: it is certainly a very pleaſant and 
healthy paſſion. A hopeleſs perſon is 
deſerted by himſelf ; and he who forſakes 
himſelf is ſoon forſaken by friends and 


* Lady Dorothy Boyle, daughter of the earl of 
Burlington, and wife to lord Euſton, ſon of the 
duke of Grafton, 


M 3 fortune, 
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fortune, both which are ſincerely wiſhed 
you by, &c. 


March s, 1742. Your laſt letter, con- 
taining an account of the queen of Hun- 
gary and her affairs, was all over agree- 
able, My wife and I are not a little 
pleaſed to find her ſituation ſo much bet- 
ter than we expected, and greatly applaud 
your zeal for her intereſts; though we 
are divided upon the motive of it. She 
imagines you would be leſs zealous, were 
the queen old and ugly; and will have 
it, that her beauty has ſet you on fire, 
even at this diſtance. I, on the contrary, 
affirm, that you are not made of ſuch 
combuſtible ſtuff; that you are affected 
only by the love of juſtice, and inſenſible 
to all other flames than thoſe of patriot- 
iſm. We hope ſoon for your preſence at 
Cloyne, to put an end to this controverſy. 

— Your care in providing the Italian 
pſalms ſet to muſic, the four- ſtringed baſs 
violin, and the antique baſs viol, requires 
our repeated thanks. We had already a 
baſs viol, made in Southwark A. D. 1730, 
and reputed the beſt in England ; and, 


through 
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through your means, we are poſſeſſed of 
the beſt in France: ſo we have a fair 
chance for having the two beſt in Europe. 
—Your letter gives me hopes of a new 
and proſperous ſcene. We live in an age 
of revolutions ſo ſudden and ſurpriſing, in 
all parts of Europe, that I queſtion whe- 
ther the like has been ever known before. 
Hands are changed at home : 1t is well if 
meaſures are ſo too. If not, I ſhall be 
afraid of this change of hands; for 


hungry dogs bite deepeſt. But let thoſe 


in power look to this. We behold theſe 
viciſſitudes with an equal eye from this 
ſerene corner of Cloyne, where we hope 
ſoon to have the peruſal of your budget of 
politics. Mean time accept our ſervice 
and good wiſhes. 


Sept. 6, 1743. The book which you 
were ſo good as to procure for me (and 
which I ſhall not pay for till you come 
to receive the money in perſon) contains 
all that part of Dr. Pococke's travels, 
for which I have any curioſity : ſo I 
ſhall, with” my thanks for this, give 
you no further trouble about any other 


M-4- -- volume. 
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volume, — I find by the letter put in- 
to my hands by your ſon (who was ſo 
kind as to call here yeſterday, but not 
kind enough to ſtay a night with us), that 
you are taken up with great matters, and, 
like other great men, in danger of over- 
looking your friends. Prepare, however, 
for a world of abuſe, both as a courtier 
and an architect, if you do not find means 
to wedge in a viſit to Cloyne between 
thoſe two grand concerns. Courtiers you 
will find none here, and but ſuch virtuoſi 
as the country affords; I mean in the 
way of muſic, for that is at preſent 
the reigning paſſion at Cloyne. To be 
plain, we are muſically mad. If you 
would know what that is, come and ſee. 


Oct. 29, 1743. A bird of the air has told 
me that your reverence is to be dean of 
Tuam. No nightingale could have ſung 
a more pleaſing ſong, not even my wife, 
who, I am told, is this day inferior to no 
ſinger in the kingdom. I promiſe you 
we are preparing no contemptible cho- 
rus to celebrate your preferment : and 
if you do not believe me, come, this 

Chriſtmas, 
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Chriſtmas, and believe your own ears. In 
good earneſt, none of your friends will 
be better pleaſed to ſee you, with your 
broad ſeal in your pocket, than your 
friends at Cloyne. I wiſh I were able 
to wiſh you joy at Dublin ; but my 
health, though not a little mended, ſuf- 
fers me to make no excurſions farther 
than a mile or two.—W hat is this your 
favourite, the queen of Hungary, has been 
doing, by her emiſſaries at Peterſburgh ? 
France is again upon her legs. I fore- 
ſee no good. I with all this may be va- 
pours and ſpleen : but I write in ſun- 


ſhine. 


Jan. 8, 1744. You have obliged the 
ladies, as well as myſelf, by your candid 
judgment on the point ſubmitted to your 
determination. I am glad this matter 
proved an amuſement in your gout, by 
bringing you acquainted with ſeveral cu- 
rious and ſelec trials *, which I ſhould 
readily purchaſe, and accept your kind 


Collection of Trials in France, publiſhed under 
the title of Cauſes Celebres. 


offer 


9 
1 


%%% BAT R Aerni, He: 


offer of procuring them, if I did not ap- 
prehend there might be ſome among 
them of too delicate a nature to be read 
by boys and girls, to whom my library, 
and particularly all French books, are 
open.—As to foreign affairs, we cannot 
deſcry or prognoſticate any good event 
from this remote corner. The planets 
that ſeemed propitious, are now retro- 
grade: Ruſſia, Sweden, and Pruſſia loſt ; 
and the Dutch a nominal ally at bet. 
Yon may now admire the queen of 
Hungary, without a rival: her conduct, 
with reſpect to the Czarina and the Mar- 
quis de Botta, hath, I fear, rendered cold 
the hearts of her friends, and their hands 
feeble. To be plain, from this time 
forward I doubt we ſhall languiſh, and 
our enemies take heart. And while I am 
thus perplexed about foreign affairs, my 
private eeconomy (I mean the animal 
economy) is diſordered by the ſciatica ; 
an evil which has attended me for ſome 
time paſt; and, I apprehend, will not 
leave me till the return of the ſun.— 
Certainly the news that I want to hear 
at preſent is not from Rome, or Paris, 

or 
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or Vienna, but from Dublin; viz. when 
the dean of Tuam is declared, and when 
he receives the congratulations of his 
friends. I conſtantly read the news from 
Dublin; but leit I ſhould overlook this 
article, I take upon me to congratulate 
you at this moment ; that as my good 
wiſhes were not, ſo my compliments 
may not be behind thoſe of your other 
friends.—You have entertained me with 
ſo many curious things, that I would 
fain ſend ſomething in return worth 
reading. But as this quarter affords no- 
thing from itſelf, I muſt be obliged to 
tranſcribe a bit of an Engliſh letter that 
I received laſt week. It relates to what 
is now the ſubject of public attention, 
the Hanover troops, and is as follows : 
General Campbell (a thorough cour- 
« tier) being called upon in the Houſe of 
Commons to give an account whether 
* he had not obſerved ſome inſtances of 
*« partiality, replied, he could not ſay he 
„ had: but this he would ſay, that he 
thought the forces of the two nations 
could never draw together again. This, 
coming from the mouth of a courtier, 

„% Was 
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* was looked on as an ample confeſ. 
* ſion; however, it was carried againſt 
the addreſs by a large majority. Had 
* the queſtion been, whether the Hano- 
* ver troops ſhould be continued, it 
„ would not have been a debate: but it 
„being well known that the contrary 
had been reſolved upon before the 
* meeting of parliament, the moderate 
part of the oppoſition thought it was 
* unneceſſary, and might prove hurtful, 
©«© to addreſs about it, and ſo voted with 
„ the court.” You ſee how I am forced 
to lengthen out my letter by adding a 
borrowed ſcrap of news, which yet pro- 
bably is no news to you. But though I 
ſhould ſew you nothing new, yet you 
muſt give me leave to ſhew my inclina- 
tion, at leaſt to acquit myſelf of the 
debts I owe you, and to declare my- 
ſelf, &c. 


March 16, 1744. I think myſelf a piece 
of a prophet, when I foretold that the 
pretender's cardinal feigned to aim at your 
head, when he meant to ſtrike you, like 


a ſkilful fencer, on the ribs, It 1s true 
| one 
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one would hardly think the French ſuch 
bunglers: but this popiſh prieſt hath ma- 
nifeſtly bungled ſo, as to repair the breaches 
our own bunglers had made at home. 
This is the luckieſt thing that could 
have happened, and will, I hope, confound 
all the meaſures of our enemies.—lI was 
much obliged and delighted with the 
good news you lately ſent, which was 
yeſterday confirmed by letters from Dub- 
lin. And though particulars are not yet 
known, I did not think fit to delay our 
public marks of joy, as a great bonfire 
before my gate, firing of guns, drinking 
of healths, &c. I was very glad of this 
, opportunity to put a little ſpirit into our 
drooping proteſtants of Cloyne, who have 
of late conceived no ſmall fears on ſee- 
ing themſelves in ſuch a defenceleſs con- 
dition, among ſo great a number of pa- 
piſts, elated with the fame of theſe. new 
enterprizes in their favour. It is in- 
deed terrible to reflect, that we have 
neither arms nor militia, in a province 


where the papiſts are eight to one, and 
have an earlier intelligence than we have. 
of what paſſes: by what means I know 


not ; 
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not; but the fact is certainly true,—Good 
Mr. Dean (for Dean I will call you, re- 
ſolving not to be behind your friends in 
Dublin) you muſt know; that to ns, who 
live in this remote corner, many things 
ſeem ſtrange and unaccountable, that may 
be ſolved by you who are near the fountain 
head. Why are draughts made from our 
forces, when we moſt want them? Why 
are not the militia arrayed ? How comes 
it to paſs that arms are not put into 
the hands of proteſtants, eſpecially ſince 
they have been ſo long paid for ? Did not 
our miniſters know, for a long time paſt, 
that a ſquadron was forming at Breſt ? 
Why did they not then bruife the cocka- 
trice in the egg? Would not the French 
works at Dunkirk have juſtified this ſtep ? 
Why was Sir John Norris called off from 
the chace, when he had his enemies in 
full view, and was even at their heels 
with a ſuperior force? As we have 240 
men of war, whereof 120 are of the line, 
how comes it that we did not appoint a 
ſquadron to watch and intercept the Spa- 
niſh admiral with his thirty millions of 
pieces of eight? In an age wherein arti- 
cles 


) 
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cles of religious faith are canvaſſed with 
the utmoſt freedom, we think it lawful 
to propoſe theſe ſcruples in our political 
faith, which in many points wants to be 
enlightened and ſet right.,—Your laſt was 
writ by the hand of a fair lady, to whom 
both my wife and I ſend our compli- 
ments, as well as to yourſelf : I with you 
Joy of being able to write yourſelf. My 
cholic is changed to gout and ſciatica, the 
tar-water having drove it into my limbs, 
and, as I hope, carrying it off by thoſe 
ailments, which are nothing to the 
cholic. 


Jan. 6, 1745. Two days ago I was fa- 
voured with a very agreeable viſit from 
baron Mounteney and Mr. Briſtow. I 
hear they have taken Liſmore in their 
way to Dublin, — We want a little of 
your foreign fire to raiſe our Irith ſpirits 
in this heavy ſeaſon. This makes your 
purpoſe of coming very agreeable news. 
We will chop politics together, ſing J 
Pæan to the duke, revile the Dutch, ad- 
mire the king of Sardinia, and applaud 
the earl of Cheſterheld, whoſe name is 

| I ſacred 
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ſacred all over this iſland, except Lif- 
more; and what ſhould put your citi- 
zens of Liſmore out of humour with 
his Excellency, I cannot comprehend. 


But the diſcuſſion of theſe points muſt 
be deferred to your wiſhed-for arrival. 


Feb. 6, 1745. You ſay you carried 
away regret from Cloyne. I aflure you 
that you did not carry it all away: there 
was a good ſhare of it left with us ; 
which was on the following news-day 
increaſed, upon hearing the fate of your 
niece. My wife could not read this piece of 
news without tears, though her knowledge 
of that amiable young lady was no more 
than one day's acquaintance, Her mourn- 
ful widower is beſet with many temporal 
bleſſings : but the loſs of ſuch a wife 
muſt be long felt through them all. 
Complete happineſs is not to be hoped 
for on this ſide Gaſcony. All thoſe who 
are not Gaſcons muſt have a corner of 
woe to creep out at, and to comfort them- 
ſelves with, at parting from this world, 
Certainly if we had nothing to make us 


uneaſy here, heaven itſelf would be leſs 
wiſhed 


rr & ty 
wiſhed for. But I ſhould remember I 
am writing to a philoſopher and divine ; 
ſo ſhall turn my thoughts to politics; 
concluding with this ſad reflection, that, 
happen what will; I ſee the Dutch are 
ſtill to be fayourites, though I much ap- 
prehend the hearts of ſome warm friends 
may be loſt at home, by endeavouring to 
gain the affections of thoſe lukewarm 
neighbours. 


June 3, 1745: TI congratulate with 
you on the ſucceſs of your late doſe of 
phyſic. The gout, as Dr. Sydenham 
{tyles it, is amariſimum nature pharma- 
cum. It throws off a ſharp excrement 
from the blood to the limbs and extremi- 
ties of the body, and is not leſs uſeful 
than painful. I think, Mr. Dean, you 
have paid for the gay excurſion you made 
laſt winter to the metropolis and the 
court. And yet, ſuch is the condition 
of mortals, I foreſee you will forget the 


pain next winter, and return to the ſame | 


courſe of life which brought it on,—As 
to our warlike atchievements, if I were 


to rate our ſucceſſes by our merits, I could 
; N forebode 
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forebode little good. But if we are ſin- 
ners, our enemies are no ſaints. It is 
my opinion, we ſhall heartily maul one 
another, without any ſignal advantage on 
either fide. How the ſullen Engliſh 
ſquires, who pay the piper, will like this 
dance, I cannot tell. For my own part, 
I cannot help thinking, that land expe- 
ditions are but ill ſuited either to the 
force or intereſt of England ; and that 
our friends would do more, if we did 
_ leſs, on the continent.—Were I to ſend 
my ſon from home, I affure you there is 
no one to whoſe prudent care and good- 
nature I would ſooner truſt him than 
yours. But as I am his phyſician, I 
think myſelf obliged to keep him with 
me. Beſides, as after ſo long an illneſs 
his conſtitution 1s very delicate, I ima- 
gine this warm vale of Cloyne is better 
ſuited to it than your lofty and expoſed 
ſituation of Liſmore. Nevertheleſs my 
wife and I are extremely obliged by your 
kind offer, and concur in our hearty 
thanks for it. 


Nov. 
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Nov. 24, 1745. You are in for life. 
Not all the philoſophers have been ſay- 
ing, theſe three thouſand years, on the 
vanity of riches, the cares of greatneſs, 
and the brevity of human life, will be 
able to reclaim you. However, as it is 
obſerved, that moſt men have patience 
enough to bear the misfortunes of others, 
I am reſolved not to break my heart for 
my old friend, if you ſhould prove fo 
unfortunate as to be made a biſhop.— 
The reception you met with from lord 
Cheſterfield was perfectly agreeable to 
his Excellency's character, who, being fo 
clatr-voyant in every thing elſe, could not 
be ſuppoſed blind to your merit. Vour 
friends the Dutch have ſhewed themſelves, 
what I always took them.to be, ſelfiſh 
and ungenerous. To crown all, we are 
now told the forces they ſent us have 
private orders not to fight: I hope we 
ſhall not want them.—By the letter you 
favoured me with, I find the regents of 
our univerſity have ſhewn their loyalty 
at the expence of their wit, The poor 
N 2 | dead 
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dead Dean *, though no idolater of the 
whigs, was no more a Jacobite than Dr. 
Baldwin, And had he been even a Pa- 
piſt, what then? Wit is of no party.— 
We have been alarmed with a report that 
a great body of rapparees is up in the 
county of Kilkenny : theſe are looked on 
by ſome as the fore-runners of an inſur- 
rection. In oppoſition to this, our mi- 
litia have been arrayed, that is, ſworn : 
but, alas! we want not oaths, we want 


muſquets. I have bought up all I could 


* Immediately after Dean Swift's death, the claſs 
of Senior Sophiſters, in the college of Dublin, deter- 
mined to apply a ſum of money, raiſed among them- 
ſelves, and uſually expended on an entertainment, 
to the purpoſe of honouring the memory of that 
great man by a buſt to be ſet up in the college 
library. Provoſt Baldwin, being a ſtaunch whig, 
and having once ſmarted by an epigram of the Dean's, 
it was confidently thought, would have refuſed his 
conſent to this meaſure; and the taik of the town 
about this time was, that the board of Senior Fel- 
lows would enter implicitly into the ſame ſentiments. 
But the event ſoon proved the falſehood of ſuch an 
unworthy report : the buſt was admitted without the 
leaſt oppoſition, and is now in the library, 


get, 
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get, and provided horſes and arms for 
four-and-twenty of the Proteſtants of 
Cloyne ; which, with a few more that 
can furniſh themſelves, make up a troop 
of thirty horſe. This ſeemed neceſſary to 
keep off rogues in theſe doubtful times. 
May we hope to gain a ſight of you in 
the receſs? Were Jas able to go to town, 


how readily ſhould I wait on my lord 


lieutenant and the dean of Tuam. Your 
letters are ſo much tiſſue of gold and 
filver : in return I am forced to ſend 
you from this corner a patch-work of 
taylors ſhreds, for which I entreat your 
compaſſion ; and that you will believe 
me, &c. | 


Feb. 24, 1746. I am heartily ſenſible 


of your loſs, which yet admits of allevi- 
ation, not only from the common mo- 
tives which have been repeated every day 
for upwards of five thouſand years, but 
alſo from your own peculiar knowledge 
of the world, and the variety of diſtreſs 
ſes which occur in all ranks, from the 
higheſt to the loweſt: I may add, too, 

N 3 from 
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from the peculiar times in which we live, 
which ſeem to threaten ſtill more wretch- 
ed and unhappy times to come. 


Mtas parentum pejor avis tulit 
Nos nequiores, mox daturos 
Progeniem vitioſiorem. 


Nor is it a ſmall advantage, that you 
have a peculiar reſource againſt diſtreſs 
from the gaiety of your own temper. 
Such is the hypochondriac, melancholy 
complexion of us iſlanders, that we ſeem 
made of butter, every accident makes ſuch 
a deep impreſſion upon us; but thoſe elaſ- 
tic ſpirits which are your birthright, cauſe 


the ſtrokes of fortune to rebound without 


leaving a trace behind them : though for 
a time there is and will be a gloom, 
which, I agree with your friends, is beſt 
diſpelled at the court and metropolis, 
amidſt a variety of faces and amuſements. | 
I wiſh I was able to go with you, and pay 

my duty to the lord lieutenant ; but, alas! 
the diſorder I had this winter, and my long 
retreat, have diſabled me for the road, and 


diſqualified 
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diſqualified me for a court. But if I ſce 
you not in Dublin, which I with I may be 
able to do, I ſhall hope to ſee you at Cloyne, 
when you can be ſpared from better com- 
pany. Theſe ſudden changes and toſſings 
from ſide to fide, betoken a fever in the 
ſtate. But whatever ails the body politic, 
take care of your own bodily health, 


and let no anxious cares break in upon 
Is 


Nov. 8, 1746. Your letter with news 
from the Caltle found me in bed, confined 
by the gout. In anſwer to which news I 
can only ſay, that I neither expect nor 
wiſh for any dignity higher than what I 
am encumbered with at preſent. — That 
which more nearly concerns me is my 
credit, which I am glad to find fo well 
ſupported by admiral Leſtock. I had 
promiſed you, that before the firſt of No- 
vember he would take king Lewis by the 
beard. Now Quimpercorrentin, Quim- 
perlay, and Quimperen, being certain ex- 
treme parts or excreſcences of his king- 
dom, may not improperly be ſtyled the 
beard of France. In proof of his having 


been 
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been there, he has plundered the ward- 
robes of the peaſants, and imported a 
great number of old petticoats, waiſtcoats, 
wooden ſhoes, and one ſhirt, all which 
are actually fold at Cove: the ſhirt was 
bought by a man of this town for a groat: 
and if you won't believe me, come and be- 
lieve your own eyes. In caſe you doubt 
either the facts or the reaſonings, I am 
ready to make them good, being now 
well on my feet, and longing to triumph 
over you at Cloyne, which I hope will be 
ſoon. | 


April 6, 1752. Yourletter by laſt poſt 
was very agreeable: but the trembling 
hand with which it was written is à draw- 
back from the ſatisfaction I ſhould other- 
wiſe have had in hearing from you. If 
my advice had been taken, you would have 
eſcaped ſo many miſerable months in the 
gout, and the bad air of Dublin: but 
advice againſt inclination is ſeldom ſuc- 
ceſsful. Mine was very ſincere, though 
I muſt own a little intereſted ; for we 
often wanted your enlivening company 
to diſſipate the gloom of Cloyne. This I 

I look 
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look on as enjoying France at ſecond- 
hand. I wiſh any thing but the gout 
could fix you among us. But buſtle and 
intrigue and great affairs haye, and will, as 
long as you exiſt on this globe, fix your 
attention, For my own part, I ſubmit to 
years and infirmities. My views in this 
world are mean and narrow: it is a thing 
in which I have ſmall ſhare, and which 
ought to give me ſmall concern. I abhor 
buſineſs, and eſpecially to have to do with 
great perſons and great affairs; which I 
leave to ſuch as you, who delight in 
them, and are fit for them. The evening 
of life I chooſe to paſs in a quiet retreat. 
Ambitious projects, intrigues, and quar- 
rels of ſtateſmen, are things I have for- 
merly been amuſed with ; but they now 
ſeem to me a vain, fugitive dream. If 
you thought as I do, we ſhould have more 
of your company, and you leſs of the 
gout. We have not thoſe tranſports of 
you Caſtle-hunters ; but our lives are calm 
and ſerene. We do, however, long to ce. 
you open your budget of politics by our 
fire-fide. My wife and all here ſalute 
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you, and ſend you, inſtead of compli- 
ments, their beſt ſincere wiſhes for your 
health and ſafe return. The part you 
take in my ſon's recovery 1s very obliging 
to us all, and particularly to, &c. 


G. CLOYN E. 
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To the PUBLIC. 


THE wide diffuſion of Science and Literature among all the claſſes of 
ſociety, gives birth to an endleſs multiplicity of performances, which engage 
the curioſity and illuſtrate the efforts of men in their advances to refinement 
and perfection. 

To exhibit a faithful report of every new Publication, is an undertaking of 
very extenſive utility, It affords the means of inſtruction to the ſtudious, and 
it amuſes the idle. It blends knowledge and relaxation; and ought to hold 
out and aſcertain the progreſſive improvements, as well as the reigning follies 
of mankind. It is, therefore, a matter of ſurprize, that two Publications only 
of the critical kind ſhould have been able to eſtabliſh themſelves in England. 
That another ſhould ſtart for the public approbation, cannot juſtly be a ſubje& 
of wonder, in the preſent enlarged condition of our literature. To cenſure 
eſtabliſhed performances might, indeed, lead to a ſuſpicion of envy, and would 
certainly be ungenerous; but to contend with them in merit, ought to be un- 
derſtood as expreſſive of a commendable courage, and of a diſpoſition to excel. 

The Work which we announce, while it has in view the general purpoſes 
of ſcience and literature, in common With the two Literary Journals that ſtill 
maintain their importance, is not to be entirely confined to them. It is, 
therefore, proper to detail with preciſion the objects which it means to pur- 
{ve and to cultivate. 

I. It is propoſed, that Thx ENGLISH Review ſhall contain an account 
of every book and pamphlet which ſhall appear in England, Scotland, Ireland, 
and America, 

II, It is propoſed to give occaſional accounts of literature in France, Italy, 
Germany, and Spain, 

III. As there is a neceſſary connection between eminent men and their 
writings, this work will frequently comprehend original memoirs of celebrated 
authors, And in this department an extreme care will be exerted to attain 
the truth. 

IV. The arts, from which poliſhed nations derive ſo much advantage and 
ſplendour, will employ, at the ſame time, the attention of the authors. The 
performances of great maſters will draw in a particular manner their cutioſity, 
when they ſerve to enlighten our hiſtory, to adorn illuſtrious events, and to 
ſignalize honourable and gallant atchievements. 

V. As there is a reciprocal action of government on literature, and of lite- 
rature on government, it is likewiſe intended to delineate monthly the picture 
of the political ſtate of Europe; and, at the termination of every year, to fur- 
niſh a ſuccinct but comprehenſive ſurvey of the more important revolutions 
which ſhall have taken place durigg the courſe of it, 

Such are the objects which have attracted the attention of the authors, 
who have engaged in TE EN CLI REVIEW: and, in the proſecution of 
them, they are ſincerely diſpoſed to conſult the beft purpoſes of learning and 
patriotiſm. Unconſcious of any improper bias upon their minds, they feel 
themſelves animated to exerciſe that candour and 1mpartiality, which are ſo 
often profeſſed, and ſo ſeldom practiſed. Free and independent or any in- 
fluence, they will endeayour to deliver their opinions with the reſpet which 


they owe to the Public, and with that exact fidelity, and thoſe ſcrupulous at- 


tentions to juſtice, which ought invariably to diſtinguith their labours. They 
have no partialities and prejudices to gratify; are not impelled by any motives 
of faction; and the happieſt recompence fer which they wiſh, is the praite of 
their fellpw-citizens. 


RT Bs Bu ed 
* EE F : 
jd th W 


*] 
5 


I 


